Tafsir lbn 1 





j AjS uuj V uAj£]| tilJj 




Revealed in Makkah 


£j. Alii ^jujJ 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

7:1 Alif-Lam-Mim-Sad. 

jiil 42.ajw. Ji <j£ ^ aaj 'Jjjf Lx3S 

** % o t at* •" 

iS jVJ ^ 

7:2 (This is the) Book (the Qur'an) sent down unto 
you, so let not your breast be narrow therefrom, 
that you warn thereby; and a reminder unto the 
believers. 


jGji 1 Jk& Yj • ( S ! J cU Uji C. 1 

'oJM ^ ~ 


* Z\ 

JXJj) 


7:3 Follow what has been sent down unto you from 
your Lord, and follow not any Awliya' (protectors), 
besides Him (Allah). Little do you remember! 
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Allah says; 


P) L>^' 


Alif-Lam-Mim-Sad. 

We mentioned before the explanation of the letters (such 
as, Alif-Lam, that are in the beginning of some Surahs 
in the Qur'an). 

iiL]j tjQjf 1 _ 


(This is the) Book (the Qur'an) sent down unto you (0 
Muhammad), 

from your Lord, 




so let not your breast be narrow therefrom, 

According to Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi, 

meaning, having doubt about it. 

It was also said that the meaning here is: 

'do not hesitate to convey the Qur'an and warn 
with it,' 


jja f j*3l 1 jfjf JU/1 


Therefore be patient as did the 

Messengers of strong will. (46:35) 

Allah said here, 

jAj] ... 


that you warn thereby, 

meaning, 'We sent down the Qur'an so that you 
may warn the disbelievers with it,' 

(Y) (jjiajxli ... 

and a reminder unto the believers. 
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Allah then said to the world, 






Follow what has been sent down unto you from your 
Lord, 

meaning, follow and imitate the unlettered 
Prophet, who brought you a Book that was 
revealed for you, from the Lord and master of 
everything. 

*l2jf ^ J ... 


and follow not any Awliya', besides Him (Allah), 

meaning, do not disregard what the Messenger 
brought you and follow something else, for in this 
case, you will be deviating from Allah's judgment 
to the decision of someone else. 

Allah's statement, 


(v) (j jj& & 5U5... 


Little do you remember! 
is similar to, 




’jTj u^\ ’J&\ Lj 


And most of mankind will not believe even if you 
desire it eagerly. (12:103) 

Alii {Jjjj .h jjC. LF 0 _ ) u)j 


And if you obey most of those on the earth, they 
will mislead you far away from Allah's path. 
(6:116) 


j Vi 


And most of them believe not in Allah except that 
they attribute partners unto Him. (12:106) 
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OjMi jA jf Hi Hit Uilii Jiji i> 

7:4 And a great number of towns We destroyed. Our 
torment came upon them by night or while they 
were taking their midday nap. 

til IjHi J V) tit fist. il Jil>j t)lS Li 

7:5 No cry did they utter when Our torment came 
upon them but this: "Verily, we were wrongdoers." 

" y 0 * 35 0 of'' * #4 £ '•'t' 4 

JAl) J jJ^I j' 

7:6 Then surely. We shall question those (people) 
to whom it was sent and verily. We shall question 
the Messengers. 

jjjjii. \j£ Uaj 

7:7 Then surely. We shall narrate unto them (their 
whole story) with knowledge, and indeed We have 
not been absent. 


Nations that were destroyed 


Allah said, 


UL&W (j-a 


And a great number of towns We destroyed. 

for defying Our Messengers and rejecting them. 
This behavior led them to earn disgrace in this 
life, which led them to disgrace in the Hereafter. 


Allah said in other Ayat, 

La La (jjiltj lilLa jj^a ialj 

UJ* 
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And indeed (many) Messengers before you were 
mocked at, but their scoffers were surrounded by 
the very thing that they used to mock at. (6:10) 


Jc. ■‘CaJl-la ^Aj l £ jS3a! (j-a (jjlfli 

1 jjja <a j aSslx. a j 


And many a township did We destroy while they 
were given to wrongdoing, so that it lie in ruins 
(up to this day), and (many) a deserted well and 
lofty castle! (22:45) 


^ '5 [ a<a 14°ha \ ^ Cjjkj qa \ jS3a! 

ikj Vi t> 


And how many a town have We destroyed, which 
was thankless for its means of livelihood! And 
those are their dwellings, which have not been 
inhabited after them except a little. And verily, 

We have been the heirs. (28:58) 

Allah's saying, 

(f) (jjMi ^aA jf lili Ujaltj lA?.l^£ ... 

Our torment came upon them by night or while they 
were taking their midday nap. 

means, Allah's command, torment and vengeance 
came over them at night or while taking a nap in 
the middle of the day. Both of these times are 
periods of rest and leisure or heedlessness and 
amusement. 


Allah also said 

(jj-ajij ^A J ti-lJ Hat afrjjjj jjt (Ja! (jjatit 

J IauiIj jjl (JaI ^ja\ jt 


Did the people of the towns then feel secure 
against the coming of Our punishment by night 
while they were asleep! Or, did the people of the 
towns then feel secure against the coming of Our 
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punishment in the forenoon while they were 
playing! (7:97-98) 


and, 


kj jjl pljjl41 1j jfLa (jjill 

j J-T-p l " ua jj-a - CX'^3 


- . 0 > .* 4 ^ O &•'. . o .* •* .*. i - 0 f 

* 'V p La 3 ' l __ s 3 p-lku jl 

it 55 i«. >"-»o A»55- 55 i -» . i y o * \ I- of 

I_japJ U« 1 _cS-“-- jl 


Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure 
that Allah will not sink them into the earth, or 
that the torment will not seize them from 
directions they perceive not! Or that He may 
catch them in the midst of their going to and 
from, so that there be no escape for them! Or 
that He may catch them with gradual wastage. 

Truly, Your Lord is indeed full of kindness, Most 
Merciful. (16:45-47) 


Allah's saying; 

(O) £5 0) I jlli J V) lilat JJkelk a 'a IS Lai 


No cry did they utter when Our torment came upon them 
but this: "Verily, we were wrongdoers." 

This means, when the torment came to them, 
their cry was that they admitted their sins and 
that they deserved to be punished. 


Allah said in a similar Ayah, 


4 al 3a CliilL p 1 ' 7, ^-»a 


How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We 
destroyed, (21:11), until, (Extinct). 

(21:15) 

Allah's saying. 
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l ,i\la 



Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it 
(the Book) was sent, 


is similar to the Ayat, 


(jjluij-al! 1 Xa .9 *'; (ijjj 


And (remember) the Day (Allah) will call them, 
and say: "What answer gave you to the 
Messengers!" (28:65) 

and, 

IX) 12 JJc. V 1 jUS J&J IX. L!^ ?Ji 

L_1 Jjjjl t — i ^ 


On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers 
together and say to them: "What was the 
response you received!" 

They will say: "We have no knowledge, verily, 
only You are the Knower of all that is unseen." 
(5:109) 

Allah will question the nations, on the Day of 
Resurrection, how they responded to His 
Messengers and the Messages He sent them with. 

He will also question the Messengers if they 
conveyed His Messages. 

So, AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas, who said 
commenting on the Ayah: OltXlj OlLXla 

(Then surely, We shall question those (people) 
to whom it (the Book) was sent and verily, We shall 
question the Messengers). He said; 

"About what they conveyed." 

(V) (jXli. 'J ■ 

Then surely, We shall narrate unto them (their whole 
story) with knowledge, and indeed We have not been 
absent. 
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Ibn Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 

"The Book will be brought forth on the Day of 
Resurrection and it will speak, disclosing what 
they used to do." 

(V) ^ ... 


and indeed We have not been absent. 

meaning, On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will 
inform His servants about what they said and did, 
whether substantial or minor. Certainly, He 
witnesses to everything, nothing escapes His 
observation, and He is never unaware of 
anything. Rather, He has perfect knowledge of 
what the eyes are deluded by and what the 
hearts conceal, 

l^ye ajVI Cll Vj l * -aX*. J Vj ASjj (js° 

jjjjx ^ V J C_l3aJ V J 

Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a 
grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record. 
(6:59) 


^ jts bjjHj 


'J&3! 


7:8 And the weighing on that Day will be the true 
(weighing). So, as for those whose scale (of good 
deeds) will be heavy, they will be the successful (by 
entering Paradise). 

1_aj juifljf 1 (jjjsll lA\ 1 jf ^ <■" tjAj 

jj xllaJ \%A} 1 

7:9 And as for those whose scale will be light, they 
are those who will lose themselves for their 
wrongful behavior with Our Ayat. 
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The Meaning of weighing the Deeds 


Allah said, 

(A) fc&Jjta Ajjjl j-a Clilaj (j-a3 JjaJI -ixajj uSJ^ J 

UjUL 1 jjlS UaJ ^ j ■ .'.a ' i I J J ‘ ,l ' v dlJjts yA > — j 

(^) U J^J 


And the weighing on that Day will be the true 
(weighing). So, as for those whose scale (of good deeds) 
will be heavy, they will be the successful (by entering 
Paradise). And as for those whose scale will be light, 
they are those who will lose themselves for their 
wrongful behavior with Our Ayat. 

(And the weighing), 


of deeds on the Day of Resurrection, 
(will be the true (weighing)), 


for Allah will not wrong anyone. 
Allah said in other Ayat, 


jjl j tJJ jjj (jji&j ^HaJ ill A * Jjll Ja j. pll ^ ‘ '3 

j_jnj. a. Ijj Ala, (j^ 


And We shall set up the Balances of justice on the 
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with 
unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of 
a mustard seed, We will bring it. And Sufficient 
are We to take account. (21:47) 


and, 


CyA pjjJj ' ^ V ' L 4j A n ^jlj o^p (Jlixa (4^) aIII jjl 


t i\ \ 




Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of a 
speck of dust, but if there is any good (done), He 
doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward. 
(4:40) 
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‘" Lalj A Jj. *al j 4 Jj ;p. ^3 ^3 4_ijjj>a Clllaj l3atl 

^)Ij 4jA Ua iUI ^pf Uoj AjjIa 4-atl Ajjjj-a 


Then as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will 
be heavy. He will live a pleasant life (in Paradise). 
But as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will 
be light. He will have his home in Hawiyah (pit, 
Hell). And what will make you know what it is (It 
is) a fiercely blazing Fire! (101:6-11) 


and, 

(jjfcLjiL y; L-Ljoiil ill jjlall ^ 1311 

> * 0 . ? a* > } ^ -%o ^ -4 ' o ■*>•«; " -* 

^ i3lj_ijL3 4-iJjj-a cllkj jj-a3 

ai 1^. a. ^^3 ag ‘ afljl Ijjjaii. (jjlll ‘ Jjt3 Aljjj-a dlSa. jj-aj 

uj4-^ 


Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be 
no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another. Then, those whose scales (of 
good deeds) are heavy, they are the successful. 

And those whose scales (of good deeds) are light, 
they are those who lose themselves, in Hell will 
they abide. (23:101-103) 

As for what will be placed on the Balance on the Day of 
Resurrection, it has been said that; 

the deeds will be placed on it, even though they 
are not material objects. Allah will give these 
deeds physical weight on the Day of Resurrection. 

Al-Baghawi said that this was reported from Ibn 
Abbas. 

It is recorded in the Sahih that; 

Al-Baqarah (Surah 2) and Al Imran (Surah 3) will 
come on the Day of Resurrection in the shape of 
two clouds, or two objects that provide shade, or 
two lined groups of birds. 
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It is also recorded in the Sahih that; 


the Qur'an will come to its companion (who used 
to recite and preserve it) in the shape of a pale- 
faced young man. He will ask (the young man), 
"Who are you?" 

He will reply, "I am the Qur'an, who made you 
stay up sleeplessly at night and caused you thirst 
in the day." 


The Hadith that Al-Bara' narrated about the questioning 
in the grave states, 


^jl ■ «all tjf 


A young man with fair color and good scent will 
come to the believer, who will ask, 'Who are 
you?' 

He will reply, ' I am your good deeds'. 

The Prophet mentioned the opposite in the case 
of the disbeliever and the hypocrite. 

It was also said that; 

the Book of Records that contains the deeds will 
be weighed. 

A Hadith states that; 

a man will be brought forth and ninety-nine 
scrolls containing errors and sins will be placed on 
one side of the balance each as long as the sight 
can reach. He will then be brought a card on 
which 'La ilaha illallah' will be written. He will 
say, "0 Lord! What would this card weigh against 
these scrolls?" 


Allah will say, "You will not be wronged." 

So the card will be placed on the other side of the 
Balance, and as the Messenger of Allah said, 
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AiUajl (liUajjJI ilujjUafl 

Behold! The (ninety-nine) scrolls will go 
up, as the card becomes heavier. 

At-Tirmidhi recorded similar wording for this 
Hadith and said that it is authentic. 

It was also said that the person who performed the deed 
will be weighed. 

A Hadith states, 

Ai\ Ait ^ 


On the Day of Resurrection, a fat man will be 
brought forth, but he will not weigh with Allah 
equal to the wing of a mosquito. 


He then recited the Ayah, 


lj jj A * Jjll !/li 


And on the Day of Resurrection, We shall 
assign no weight for them. (18:105) 

Also, the Prophet said about Abdullah bin Mas' ud, 

(JSjf J jxoll ^^3 sAjj ■ jllj Alalj-u A3p qa 


Do you wonder at the thinness of his legs? By He 
in Whose Hand is my soul! They are heavier on 
the Balance than (Mount) Uhud. 

It is also possible to combine the meanings of these 
Ayat and Hadiths by stating that all this will truly occur, 
for sometimes the deeds will be weighed, sometimes the 
scrolls where they are recorded will be weighed, and 
sometimes those who performed the deeds will be 
weighed. 

Allah knows best. 
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xji oin- fe? 0E4.J u^jVi jjr, 

7:10 And surely. We gave you authority on the 
earth and appointed for you therein livelihoods. 
Little thanks do you give. 



All Bou nties in the Heavens and Earth are for the Benefit ol 


Allah says; 

( ) • ) jjjjLll La LLjls (J^jLLa ^£3 Lilia,j (_pa jL? I jS^ .lalj 


And surely, We gave you authority on the earth and 
appointed for you therein livelihoods. Little thanks do 
you give. 

Allah reminds of His favor on His servants in that 
He made the earth a fixed place for dwelling, 
placed firm mountains and rivers on it and made 
homes and allowed them to utilize its benefits. 
Allah made the clouds work for them (bringing 
rain) so that they may produce their sustenance 
from them. He also created the ways and means 
of earnings, commercial activities and other 
professions. Yet, most of them give little thanks 
for this. 


Allah said in another Ayah, 

jjLouLM jjl U JJ. V aIII aIax j jjlj 

jiis 


And if you count the blessings of Allah, 
never will you be able to count them. 
Verily, man is indeed a wrongdoer, an 
ingrate. (14:34) 
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"tl 1 * * 0 I 'e't X It 111* * !l ' «!l • V -;»••*'. o <•-*' 

^V I J.W^il 4 Vi Ldj ula aJ ^aS-J JjjL^a ^aJ ^aS V^K ialj 

jL JJ ^hjLJ VI 1 jikU 

7:11 And surely. We created you and then gave you 
shape; then We told the angels, "Prostrate 
yourselves to Adam,” and they prostrated, except 
Iblis (Shaytan), he refused to be of those who 
prostrated. 


Prostration of the Angels to Adam and Shaytan's Arrogance 


Allah informs the Children of Adam about the honor of their 
father and the enmity of Shaytan, who still has envy for them 
and for their father Adam. So they should beware of him and 
not follow in his footsteps. 

Allah said, 


V i-v ,^3 1 j w°. ,.l 12a jaj jaj iilk 


And surely, We created you and then gave you shape; 
then We told the angels, "Prostrate yourselves to Adam," 
and they prostrated, 


This is like His saying, 

\-a 1 ^aL■*-» jjx IjjaU A .VXJj (Jli 

.Jo 5> 

\u a1 1 ClLkajj Ajjjjuj lill 


And (remember) when your Lord said to the 
angels: "I am going to create a man from dried 
(sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when I have 
fashioned him completely and breathed into him 
the soul (which I created for him), then fall (you) 
down prostrating yourselves unto him." (15:28- 
29) 
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After Allah created Adam with His Hands from dried clay 
of altered mud and made him in the shape of a human 
being, He blew life into him and ordered the angels to 
prostrate before him, honoring Allah's glory and 
magnificence. The angels all heard, obeyed and 
prostrated, but Iblis did not prostrate. 


^ \ ) (jj (JjlAjI Vj 


except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused to be of those 
who prostrated. 

We explained this subject in the beginning of Surah Al- 
Baqarah. Therefore, the Ayah (7:11) refers to Adam, 
although Allah used the plural in this case, because 
Adam is the father of all mankind. 


Similarly, Allah said to the Children of Israel who lived 
during the time of the Prophet, 


i/jUhj (>11 la'jst j fUaiii 


And We shaded you with clouds and sent down on 
you manna and the quail, (2:57) 

This refers to their forefathers who lived during 
the time of Moses. But, since that was a favor 
given to the forefathers, and they are their very 
source, then the offspring have also been favored 
by it. This is not the case in: 

a Al T^>jliV I l .jlI j 


And indeed We created man out of an 
extract of clay (water and earth). (23:12) 

For this merely means that Adam was 
created from clay. His children were 
created from Nutfah (mixed male and 
female sexual discharge). 

This last Ayah is thus talking about the 
origin of mankind, not that they were all 
created from clay, and Allah knows best. 
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Jl 413 vt c&i U 'Jti 

7:12 (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) 
that you did not prostrate, when I commanded you" 

£jjJa QA j jl qa ^ Ul 'JIS 

Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You 
created me from fire, and him You created from 
clay." 


Allah tells, 

jl QA ^ lil (Jli liljjxf 3l V*>-° 4 tilkla Uo (Jli 

[ \ Y ) ^jjla Aliil4 j 

(Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did 
not prostrate, when I commanded you" 

Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created 
me from fire, and him You created from clay." 

la. ■ ilS Vt tilkla Ua ... 

(Allah) said: What prevented you (0 Iblis) that you did 
not prostrate! 

According to Ibn Jarir, meaning, 

what stopped and hindered you from prostrating 
after I ordered you to do so, 

This meaning is sound, and Allah knows best. 

Iblis, may Allah curse him, said, ^ ^ (I am better 

than him (Adam)), 

and this excuse is worse than the crime itself! 
Shaytan said that he did not obey Allah because 
he who is better cannot prostrate to he who is 
less. 
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Shaytan, may Allah curse him, meant that he is 
better than Adam, "So how can You order me to 
prostrate before him!" Shaytan said that he is 
better than Adam because he was created from 
fire while, "You created him from clay, and fire is 
better." The cursed one looked at the origin of 
creation not at the honor bestowed, that is, Allah 
creating Adam with His Hand and blowing life into 
him. Shaytan made a false comparison when 
confronted by Allah's command, ^ 

(Then you fall down prostrate to him) (38:72). 
Therefore, Shaytan alone contradicted the 
angels, because he refused to prostrate. He, thus, 
became 'Ablasa' from the mercy, meaning, lost 
hope in acquiring Allah's mercy. He committed 
this error, may Allah curse him, due to his false 
comparison. 

His claim that the fire is more honored than mud 
was also false, because mud has the qualities of 
wisdom, forbearance, patience and assurance, 
mud is where plants grow, flourish, increase, and 
provide good. To the contrary, fire has the 
qualities of burning, recklessness and hastiness. 
Therefore, the origin of creation directed 
Shaytan to failure, while the origin of Adam led 
him to return to Allah with repentance, 
humbleness, obedience and submission to His 
command, admitting his error and seeking Allah's 
forgiveness and pardon for it. 


Muslim recorded that Aishah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 




The angels were created from light, Shaytan 
from a smokeless flame of fire, while Adam was 
created from what was described to you. 
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Iblis was the First to use Qiyas (Analogical Comparison)! 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Hasan commented on Shaytan's 
statement, p^ 3 6* ("You created me from fire, 

and him You created from clay)." 

"Iblis used Qiyas (analogy), and he was the first one to 
do so." 

This statement has an authentic chain of narration. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Sirin said, 

"The first to use Qiyas was Iblis, and would the sun and 
moon be worshipped if it was not for Qiyas" 

This statement also has an authentic chain of narration. 


l^a 'JSS <J a! ojSj Ui <£. J5 

7:13 (Allah) said: "(O Iblis) get down from this 
(Paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant here. 

Get out, for you are of those humiliated and 
disg raced." 

a&i & J! JJd 'JB 

7:14 (Iblis) said: "Allow me respite till the Day they 
are raised up (the Day of Resurrection)." 

(Jli 

7:15 (Allah) said: "You are of those respited." 
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Allah ordered Iblis; 


... 


(Allah) said: "Get down from this, 

because you defied My command and disobeyed 
Me. Get out, 

jjSjj jj! (jjSj Uai ... 


it is not for you to be arrogant here." 

in Paradise, according to the scholars of Tafsir. 

It could also refer to particular status which he 
held in the utmost highs. 

Allah said to Iblis, 


p V) (jja i^IjI 

Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced. 

as just recompense for his ill intentions, by giving 
him the opposite of what he intended 
(arrogance). 

This is when the cursed one remembered and 
asked for respite until the Day of Judgment, 

p f) ilAvy eP! lP 

(\o) iJIS 

(Iblis) said: "Allow me respite till the Day they are raised 
up (the Day of Resurrection)." 

(Allah) said: "You are of those respited." 

It is like His statement; 

f ‘ji cP! MJ cJta 

;> jis 
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Then allow me respite till the Day they are raised 
up. (Allah) said: "Then you are of those respited." 
(15: 36-37) 

Allah gave Shaytan what he asked for out of His 
wisdom, being His decision and decree, that is 
never prevented or resisted. Surely, none can 
avert His decision, and He is swift in reckoning. 


7:16 (Iblis) said: "Because You have 'Aghwaytni', 
surely, I will sit in wait against them (human 
beings) on Your straight path. 

o . " o f o " " o .ah". o ' o o ■ 

CP j Cpj 

7:17 "Then I will come to them from before them 
and behind them, from their right and from their 
left, and You will not find most of them to be 
thankful." 




f . °' . * * s .'.-vr s * 

1 lP lP ^ 

Jj IaJO l (jc. J 



Allah said that after He gave respite to Shaytan, fji p 

(till the Day they are raised up (resurrected)) and Iblis was 
sure that he got what he wanted, he went on in defiance and 
rebellion. 

He said, 


p 1) ~ a .all Uaj2 (Jli 

"Because You have ' Aghwaytani’, surely, I will sit in 
wait against them (human beings) on Your straight 
path." 

meaning, as You have sent me astray. 

Ibn Abbas said that 'Aghwaytani' means, 

"Misguided me." 
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Others said, 


"As You caused my ruin, I will sit in wait for Your 
servants whom You will create from the offspring 
of the one you expelled me for." 

He went on, dlalj^a (Your straight path), the path 

of truth and the way of safety. I (Iblis) will misguide 
them from this path so that they do not worship You 
Alone, because You sent me astray. 

Mujahid said that the 'straight path', refers to the truth. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Saburah bin Abi Al-Fakih 
said that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

Al Axis tAAjlaJ ^»aI ^jjU Ax2 (jUajlill (jl 
*\ . si* ® jjjpj i^ILa ‘ ;cJ-aa 


Shaytan sat in wait for the Son of Adam in all his 
paths. He sat in the path of Islam, saying, 
'Would you embrace Islam and abandon your 
religion and the religion of your forefathers!' 
However, the Son of Adam disobeyed Shaytan 
and embraced Islam. 




So Shaytan sat in the path of Hijrah (migration 
in the cause of Allah), saying, 'Would you 
migrate and leave your land and sky!' 


But the parable of the Muhajir is that of a horse 
in his stamina So, he disobeyed Shaytan and 
migrated. 


(JjIaj • Jlia t«/ u 3 dll a12^. 3 aI&^ 3 I <3j j 3 aj <1 a* 2 aj 


So Shaytan sat in the path of Jihad, against 
one's self and with his wealth, saying, 'If you 
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fight, you will be killed, your wife will be married 
and your wealth divided.' 


ol_k^ax2 |(JLa 

So he disobeyed him and performed Jihad. 

The Prophet peace be upon him then said; 

(jt Ai\ Jg- (jlS tdiUaS liljj (J*a jpsS • 

(AjiaJI (jl ail I Jt- jjlS (Jj 3 (jl j • 

4jkJI (jl Ai\ (_g^C- j)IS (_3 <j )C- j)]j • 

4jkJI jjl ^III l^. j)l5 4 j| 2 Ajl<a3j jl • 


• Therefore, whoever among them (Children 
of Adam) does this and dies, it will be a 
promise from Allah that He admits him 
into Paradise. 

• If he is killed, it will be a promise from 
Allah that He admits him into Paradise. 

• If he drowns, it will be a promise from 
Allah that He admits him into Paradise. 

• If the animal breaks his neck, it will be a 
promise from Allah that He admits him 
into Paradise. 


Cf-J \IF J L>J da C > 

pv) 




"Then I will come to them from before them and behind 
them, from their right and from their left, and You will 
not find most of them to be thankful." 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on: o-M o* (Then I will come to them from 

before them), 

Raising doubts in them concerning their 
Hereafter, 
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’(jAJ (and (from) behind them), 
making them more eager for this life, 
(jc-j (from their right), 
causing them confusion in the religion, 
Cfi'j (and from their left), 


luring them to commit sins." 

This is meant to cover all paths of good and evil. 
Shaytan discourages the people from the path of 
good and lures them to the path of evil. 


Al-Hakam bin Abban said that Ikrimah narrated from Ibn 
Abbas concerning the Ayah, 


CPj Cf-J ('i 3^ L>°J L>H L>* U-^ f- 1 


Then I will come to them from before them and behind 
them, from their right and from their left, 

"He did not say that he will come from above 
them, because the mercy descends from above." 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

.lij V J ... 


and You will not find most of them to be thankful. 


"means, those who single Him out (in worship)." 


When Shaytan said this, it was a guess and an 
assumption on his part. Yet, the truth turned out to be 
the same, for Allah said, 


qaa oji.'Vlj (j^JJ (j -a jj V} jj-a a^jlc. <1 jjlS Uaj 


And indeed Iblis (Shaytan) did prove true his 
thought about them, and they followed him, all 

23 


except a group of true believers. And he had no 
authority over them, except that We might test 
him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who 
is in doubt about it. And your Lord is Watchful 
over everything. (34:20-21) 

This is why there is a Hadith that encourages seeking 
refuge with Allah from the lures of Shaytan from all 
directions. 

Imam Ahmad narrated that Abdullah bin Umar said, 

"The Messenger of Allah used to often recite this 
supplication in the morning and when the night 
falls, 

tS'jaJl!j 1^11 'cMlJ JA ^1 

tJUoj JaI j LtiJj jSjJI lilSLuil 

L>'J 

‘cpj ‘cpj L>J L& L> <=4^' 

0 Allah! I ask You for well-being in this life and 
the Hereafter. 

0 Allah! I ask You for pardon and well-being in 
my religion, life, family and wealth. 

0 Allah! Cover my errors and reassure me in 
times of difficulty. 

0 Allah! Protect me from before me, from behind 
me, from my right, from my left and from above 
me. I seek refuge with Your greatness from being 
killed from below me." 

Waki' commented (about being killed from 
below), 

"This refers to earthquakes." 

Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban 
and Al-Hakim collected this Hadith, and Al-Hakim 
said, "Its chain is Sahih." 
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is: jl 0 ^ .S * & ' \" °* 0 * ®* I " \\ 

I l g i a 

7:18 (Allah) said (to Iblis): "Get out from this 
(Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura. 

- ° f ° t- ' ' *. K\ 0 it 0 * *■ 'tX •• •' \ 

QXX < a~N) \A Ji lg ^ (J .Juiz ->g \A duu 1 

Whoever of them (mankind) will follow you, then 
surely, I will fill Hell with you all." 


Allah says; 


la 1-iojj.lo I g 2a (Jli 

(Allah) said (to Iblis): "Get out from this (Paradise), 
Madh'uman Madhura. Whoever of them (mankind) will 
follow you, then surely, I will fill Hell with you all." 

Allah emphasized His cursing, expelling, banishing 
and turning Shaytan away from the uppermost 
heights, saying; 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"As for Madh'um, it is disgraced." 

And he said, 

"Madhur is the distanced, that is, he is banished 
and expelled." 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 

"We do not know of any who is Madh'uh and 
Madhmum except for one." 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from At- 
Tamimi from Ibn Abbas, ljj^> (Get out 

from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura, 

"despised." 
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AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on, (Get out from this (Paradise), 

Madh'uman Madhura), 

"Belittled and despised." 

As-Suddi commented, 

"Hateful and expelled." 

Qatadah commented, 

"Cursed and despised." 

Mujahid said, 

"Expelled and banished." 

Ar-Rabi' bin Anas said that; 

' Madh’um' means banished, while, 'Madhura' 
means belittled. 


Allah said, 




Whoever of them (mankind) will follow you, then surely, 
I will fill Hell with you all. 

This is similar to Allah's saying; 

T~ V Jli 

‘iBjia. J 1 . ')VIJ ag l" mJagj.ill j j£Lu\ j 

^A3xj Uoj aJj'VIj tilLa. jj 

i jj> vj yiiii 

C^L^y ^jJalui afrjlc. liH (JjjJ jjl 


(Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows 
you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of you 
(all) an ample recompense. And gradually delude 
those whom you can among them with your 
voice, make assaults on them with your cavalry 
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and your infantry, share with them wealth and 
children, and make promises to them." 

But Shaytan promises them nothing but deceit. 

"Verily, My servants -- you have no authority over 
them. And All-Sufficient is your Lord as a 
Guardian." (17:63-65) 


Uili ’,> bis 5SJI dSLjjj 'Cut •(jSL.I 

(jyo V J 

7:19 "And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in 
Paradise, and eat thereof as you both wish, but 
approach not this tree otherwise you both will be of 
the wrongdoers. 

4 " J 2 0." " J 2 4-" 4 " J 2 "♦ " 0 J 2 * J 2 ^ ^ T ^ ' 0 ' 

lSJJJ ^ u 

jjuo (j-a 

7:20 Then Shaytan whispered suggestions to them 
both in order to uncover that which was hidden 
from them of their private parts (before); 

UjS J yj s'jkiiii ;> r.c ' c j c. jit, 

Ui4^' PjSj jt 

he said: "Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save 
you should become angels or become of the 
immortals." 

1 a ^ a 1 

7:21 And he Qasamahuma: 

^ cPI 


"Verily, I am one of the sincere well-wishers for you 
both." 
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Shaytan's Deceit with Adam and Hawwa' and Their eatingj 

from the Forbidden TreeHr 


Allah says; 

aA-A LjjSj V J UAji fcuk *5k3l ak°jjj Cii fil Uj 


^ ^ J (jj-oluall IjjSSa 6^)^sVu\l 

... I .agjl <• j m jjja I «~- Ua l .a^S (_£Al2 ^jUaJjaill La^J (JjjjoijS 


"And 0 Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and 
eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not this tree 
otherwise you both will be of the wrongdoers.Then 
Shaytan whispered suggestions to them both in order to 
uncover that which was hidden from them of their 
private parts (before); 

Allah states that He allowed Adam and his wife to 
dwell in Paradise and to eat from all of its fruits, 
except one tree. 

We have already discussed this in Surah Al- 

Baqarah. 

Thus, Shaytan envied them and plotted 
deceitfully, whispering and suggesting treachery. 

He wished to rid them of the various favors and 
nice clothes that they were enjoying. 


... j ... 


He (Shaytan) said, 

uttering lies and falsehood, 

(jjSLa IjjSj J VI a^a 2 j]| S. 1 A jjC. llaSlgJ Ua 


"Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should 
become angels..." 

meaning, so that you do not become angels or 
dwell here for eternity. 

(Y > ) (jjpJUkll jj*a Ij ji 
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or become of the immortals." 

Surely, if you eat from this tree, you will attain 
both, he said. 

In another Ayah, 

V dLj Jill Jc- °Ja ^1_J 'JU 

Shaytan whispered to him, saying: "O Adam! 
Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a 
kingdom that will never waste away." (20:120) 

Here, the wording is similar, so it means, 'so that 
you do not become angels,' as in; 

1 J °^1 All' bS 

(Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His 
Law) lest you go astray. (4:176) 

meaning, so that you do not go astray, 

and, 

J JJ cs# cs^j 

And He has affixed into the earth 
mountains standing firm, lest it should 
shake with you; (16:15) 

that is, so that the earth does not shake 
with you. 


\ s, * 7 . 2 a 


And he Qasamahuma, 

swore to them both by Allah, saying, 

(Y >) jj^Ul 'oA ^ ... 

"Verily, I am one of the sincere well-wishers for you 
both." 
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for I was here before you and thus have better 
knowledge of this place. 

It is a fact that the believer in Allah might 
sometimes become the victim of deceit. 

Qatadah commented on this Ayah, 

"Shaytan swore by Allah, saying, 'I was created 
before you, and I have better knowledge than 
you. Therefore, follow me and I will direct you.'" 


> \ \ " > i Y * 

jjjxj u^-ipa 

7:22 So he misled them with deception. 

liilaj 1 V 1 xigl CIjAj o HI Ji Uls 

JJ 

Then when they tasted of the tree, that which was 
hidden from them of their shame (private parts) 
became manifest to them and they began to cover 
themselves with the leaves of Paradise. 

LSI Jfl j s'jiiil LS3 j LSpf pi L&, UIjUj 

is £ if} $ ' * A*-* o £. *. j 

US] o-bUJI j) 

And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did I 
not forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Shaytan 
is an open enemy unto you!" 

ill/, a ,ii;p nr.liaif in tr, vis 

7:23 They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged 
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not 
upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the 
losers." 
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Allah says; 


/jl a. AX j 1 aaT.j La^jlc. jjoi l aq ! CIiAj o^aAiIl lili CaB 
a^aujjll LaSj jjc. La^jf La^jj UoAI31jj 4j^3I l3^)J L)^ ' 

(YY) IjA jite Ua^ jQ ffi l ‘u! ^ Jlj 


So he misled them with deception. Then when they 
tasted of the tree, that which was hidden from them of 
their shame (private parts) became manifest to them 
and they began to cover themselves with the leaves of 
Paradise. 


Ubayy bin Ka' b said, 

"Adam was a tall man, about the height of a palm 
tree, and he had thick hair on his head. When he 
committed the error that he committed, his 
private part appeared to him while before, he did 
not see it. So he started running in fright through 
Paradise, but a tree in Paradise took him by the 
head. He said to it, 'Release me,' but it said, 

' No, I will not release you.' So his Lord called 
him, ' 0 Adam! Do you run away from Me!' 

He said, ' 0 Lord! I felt ashamed before You.'" 

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Marduwyah collected this 
statement using several chains of narration from 
Al-Hasan from Ubayy bin Ka'b who narrated it 
from the Prophet. However, relating the Hadith 
to Ubayy is more correct. 

Ibn Abbas commented on the Ayah, 1 H&j 

Jjj (And they began to cover themselves with the 
leaves of Paradise). 

"Using fig leaves." 

This statement has an authentic chain of 
narration leading to Ibn Abbas. 

Mujahid said that they began to cover themselves with 
the leaves of Paradise, 

"Making them as a dress (or garment)." 
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Commenting on Allah's statement, U^Sc. £Jy 

(Stripping them of their raiment) (7:27) Wahb bin 
Munabbih said, 

"The private parts of Adam and Hawwa' had a 
light covering them which prevented them from 
seeing the private parts of each other. When they 
ate from the tree, their private parts appeared to 
them." 

Ibn Jarir reported this statement with an 
authentic chain of narration. 

Abdur-Razzaq reported from Qatadah, 

"Adam said, 'O Lord! What if I repented and 
sought forgiveness! 1 

Allah said, 'Then, I will admit you into Paradise.' 

As for Shaytan, he did not ask for forgiveness, 
but for respite. Each one of them was given what 
he asked for." 


... vis 


They said: 


< -.0 - » S' 1^1° S 0 3 . I' 1 a A (v -t-1. ( 

1 111 (jl j 1 


"Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If 
You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us 
Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the 
losers." 


Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim commented, 

"These are the words that Adam received from his 
Lord." 
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^ A 0 I ' *1 <• 

j-lc. n j I jJoj&l (JL3 

7:24 (Allah) said: "Get down, one of you an enemy 
to the other. 

cj i O^J^' LS$ 

On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an 
enjoyment for a time." 

ujV J=^ uyy^ uj^ 

7:25 He said: "Therein you shall live, and therein 
you shall die, and from it you shall be brought out 
(resurrected)." 


Sending Them All Down to Earth 


Allah tells; 

jJC- 0^axjj J 1 jjajAl (Jli 

(Allah) said: "Get down, one of you an enemy to the 
other. 

It was said that, 

Ijjajftl ("Get down), was addressed to Adam, 
Hawwa, Iblis and the snake. 

Some scholars did not mention the snake, and 
Allah knows best. 

The enmity is primarily between Adam and Iblis, and 
Hawwa follows Adam in this regard. 

Allah said in Surah Ta Ha, 

I x LgXa UojAI 

"Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), 
both of you, together..." (20:123) 
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If the story about the snake is true, then it is a follower 

of Iblis. 

Some scholars mentioned the location on earth they 
were sent down, but these accounts are taken from the 
Israelite tales, and only Allah knows if they are true. If 
having known these areas was useful for the people in 
matters of religion or life, Allah would have mentioned 
them in His Book, and His Messenger would have 
mentioned them too. 


Allah's statement, 

( Y t ) (jl) jVl yj ... 

On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an 
enjoyment for a time. 

means, on earth you will have dwellings and 
known, designated, appointed terms that have 
been recorded by the Pen, counted by 
Predestination and written in the First Record. 


He (Allah) said: "Therein you shall live, and therein you 
shall die, and from it you shall be brought out 
(resurrected)." 


This Ayah is similar to Allah's other statement, 


(_£ % jIj j I £ ±aj lila. Igjjo 


Thereof (the earth) We created you, and into it 
We shall return you, and from it We shall bring 
you out once again. (20:55) 

Allah states that He has made the earth a 
dwelling place for the Children of Adam, for the 
remainder of this earthly life. On it, they will live, 
die and be buried in their graves; and from it, 
they will be resurrected for the Day of 
Resurrection. On that Day, Allah will gather the 
first and last of creatures and reward or punish 
each according to his or her deeds. 
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cijjJ OTjji taS C5 i^ 

'4L (_^jSjJI ^UJj 

7:26 O Children of Adam! We have bestowed Libas 
(raiment) upon you to cover yourselves with, and 
as Rish (adornment); and the Libas (raiment) of 
Taqwa, that is better. 


All! 




'tSlfc 


Such are among the Ayat of Allah, that they may 
remember. 


Bestowing Raiment and Adornment on Mankind 


Allah says; 


i y f 

(_5 j£j] I (JjAjJj Uiujj jJij!?. jjoi jj HuIjJ IjTjj 5 

(Y “l) Alll CIiIjI (jja 


Lg lj Ij 


0 Children of Adam! We have bestowed Libas (raiment) 
upon you to cover yourselves with, and as Rish 
(adornment); and the Libas (raiment) of Taqwa, that is 
better. Such are among the Ayat of Allah, that they may 
remember. 


Allah reminds His servants that He has given 
them Libas and Rish. 


Libas refers to the clothes that are used to cover 
the private parts, while Rish refers to the outer 
adornments used for purposes of beautification. 
Therefore, the first type is essential while the 
second type is complimentary. 

Ibn Jarir said that; 

Rish includes furniture and outer clothes. 
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Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on the 
Ayah, (and the Libas (raiment) of 

Taqwa...), 

"When one fears Allah, Allah covers his errors. 
Hence the 'Libas of Taqwa' (that the Ayah 
mentions)." 


ty '£*&*y* 44^ *cj^. ^4' 

7:27 O Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive 
you, as he got your parents out of Paradise, 
stripping them of their raiment, to show them their 
private parts. 


;* c * o" 


0 ^ " * 


Verily, he and his tribe see you from where you 
cannot see them. 

bjVi v 'cM »UTjf ^ ^ 

Verily, We made the Shayatin friends of those who 
believe not. 


Warning against the Lures of Shaytan 


Allah says; 


I V- Aj^ll j_j-a Z (jUaiuJI J V Ij 

Ij] V Cilia. (j»o -djjaj _jA ^1 Aj) ' 

(TV) jj Vjjjll f. li] ji ^jjjaLiJu]l ' 


0 Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive you, as he 
got your parents out of Paradise, stripping them of their 
raiment, to show them their private parts. Verily, he and 
his tribe see you from where you cannot see them. 
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Verily, We made the Shayatin friends of those who 
believe not. 


Allah warns the Children of Adam against Iblis 
and his followers, by explaining about his ancient 
enmity for the father of mankind, Adam peace be 
upon him. Iblis plotted to have Adam expelled 
from Paradise, which is the dwelling of comfort, to 
the dwelling of hardship and fatigue (this life) and 
caused him to have his private part uncovered, 
after it had been hidden from him. This, indeed, is 
indicative of deep hatred (from Shaytan towards 
Adam and mankind). 


Allah said in a similar Ayah, 

- % $ % - o i.-* a % ' . > ^ - r- *o f t 

V AJ Cj Xal 3al) 


Will you then take him (Iblis) and his 
offspring as protectors and helpers rather 
than Me, while they are enemies to you! 
What an evil is the exchange for the 
wrongdoers. (18:50) 


\jjj yiij t&o; xgo i 24 .j i jiis isi j 

7:28 And when they commit a Fahishah, they say: 
"We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has 
commanded it for us." 

y u 4i! jc bji j£f f'usjau y ys o) us 

Say: "Nay, Allah never commands Fahishah. Do you 
say about Allah what you know not!" 
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o " £ # o S S a % **f" * o ..a* ^ | o ** 

^W >»«q Ajp j 1 j)«aj3' J Ja-uiaju ^)-al (_P 

oji 1 £ts as ojiii y 'c^4^ »>it j 

7:29 Say: "My Lord has commanded justice and that 
you should face Him only, in every Masjid and 
invoke Him only, making your religion sincere to 
Him. As He brought you (into being) in the 
beginning, so shall you be brought into being 
again." 

I aU1a»]I Vic. (Jja. ISj^)3 j AA 

j juAj j a 31I t> <^°J u .1^ 1 

7:30 A group He has guided, and a group deserved 
to be in error; (because) surely, they took the 
Shayatin as supporters instead of Allah, and think 
that they are guided. 


Disbelievers c ommit Sins and claim that Allah commanded! 
Them to do sniBBffi*iSBKSK 


Mujahid said, 

"The idolators used to go around the House (Ka'bah) in 
Tawaf while naked, saying, 'We perform Tawaf as our 
mothers gave birth to us.' 

The woman would cover her sexual organ with 
something saying, 'Today, some or all of it will appear, 
but whatever appears from it, I do not allow it (it is not 
for adultery or for men to enjoy looking at!).'" 

Allah sent down the Ayah, 

Ijj-af aIIIj l £ jV- 1 jlli lj£ta lilj 

And when they commit a Fahishah (sin), they say: "We 
found our fathers doing it, and Allah has commanded it 
for us." 
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I say, the Arabs, with the exception of the Quraysh, used 
to perform Tawaf naked. They claimed they would not 
make Tawaf while wearing the clothes that they 
disobeyed Allah in. As for the Quraysh, known as Al- 
Hums, they used to perform Tawaf in their regular 
clothes. Whoever among the Arabs borrowed a garment 
from one of Al-Hums, he would wear it while in Tawaf. 
And whoever wore a new garment, would discard it and 
none would wear it after him on completion of Tawaf. 
Those who did not have a new garment, or were not 
given one by Al-Hums, then they would perform Tawaf 
while naked. 

Even women would go around in Tawaf while naked, 
and one of them would cover her sexual organ with 
something and proclaim, "Today, a part or all of it will 
appear, but whatever appears from it I do not allow it." 

Women used to perform Tawaf while naked usually at 
night. This was a practice that the idolators invented on 
their own, following only their forefathers in this regard. 
They falsely claimed that what their forefathers did was 
in fact following the order and legislation of Allah. Allah 
then refuted them, Allah said, '4^ |j)j 

L$j GjJ UfUl (And when they commit a Fahishah, 
they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has 
commanded it for us"). 


Allah does not order Fahsha’, but orders Justice and Sincerity 


Allah replied to this false claim, 


US... 


Say, (0 Muhammad, to those who claimed this), 

f lall j j-at-j V Alll qI ... 

"Nay, Allah never commands Fahsha'...," 

meaning, the practice you indulge in is a 
despicable sin, and Allah does not command such 
a thing. 
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(Y A) V Uo Alll ^Ic. 

"Do you say about Allah what you know not!" 

that is, do you attribute to Allah statements that 
you are not certain are true. 

Allah said next, 

... jaliijlllj ^j jJ °Ja 


Say: "My Lord has commanded justice, (fairness and 
honesty)," 


a j£Ol j j. aia JS -lie. 1 j-ajst j 


"And that you should face Him only, in every Masjid, 
and invoke Him only making your religion sincere to 
Him..." 


This Ayah means, Allah commands you to be 
straightforward in worshipping Him, by following 
the Messengers who were supported with 
miracles and obeying what they conveyed from 
Allah and the Law that they brought. He also 
commands sincerity in worshipping Him, for He, 
Exalted He is, does not accept a good deed until it 
satisfies these two conditions: being correct and 
in conformity with His Law, and being free of 
Shirk. 


The Meaning of be ing brought into Being in the Beginning and| 
brought back again^^^^^l^m^^j^l^Mi^^^MM! 


Allah's saying 

<1!>L<all jV- Jja. Hjjij Hjj3 

As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be 
brought into being again. A group He has guided, and a 
group deserved to be in error; 
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There is some difference over the meaning of: 

(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you 
be brought into being again). 

Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said that it means, 

"He will bring you back to life after you die." 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented, 

"As He made you begin in this life, He will bring 
you back to life on the Day of Resurrection." 

Qatadah commented on: 

"He started their creation after they were nothing, 
and they perished later on, and He shall bring 
them back again." 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 

"As He created you in the beginning, He will bring 
you back in the end." 

This last explanation was preferred by Abu Jafar Ibn Jarir 
and he supported it with what he reported from Ibn 
Abbas, 

"The Messenger of Allah stood up and gave us a 
speech, saying, 

SI Jfi SUk A\ JA 'jj'jkkS 'ffll u 

0 people! You will be gathered to Allah while 
barefooted, naked and uncircumcised, 

'jkpli US til Ikk Ikkj 'Jjt titi US 

As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it. 

(It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall 
do it. (21:104) 

This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs. 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on the Ayah, 
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Alyl! ^all ag jV- HjjSj Hjj3 

As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be 
brought into being again. A group He has guided, and a 
group deserved to be in error; 

"Allah, the Exalted, began the creation of the 
Sons of Adam, some believers and some 
disbelievers, just as He said, j&S fiiii. gjJI ji 

ii o e £ % # -• 

(»• (He it is Who created you, then some 
of you are disbelievers and some of you are 
believers) (64:2). He will then return them on the 
Day of Resurrection as He started them, some 
believers and some disbelievers. 


I say, what supports this meaning, is the Hadith from 
Ibn Mas'ud that Al-Bukhari recorded, that the Prophet 
said: 


Ho a\H4I jJa! Jolt jjl ajjc. All U pll j3 

Jiakjs l_iIj£1I aIIc. ijM jj jt <^ll ill ' ajIj 

tl^l^-iai _jllll JaI 

ill l^JJJj AaiJ Uo ^jllll (_]&! tJ-OJLJ (jl j 

Aj^II £_JaI 0**-* l! f 1 tt_llj£ll A-iIc. (JjjliLfl ^l^p jt 

*5kl! 'J^a 


By He, other than Whom there is no god, one of 
you might perform the deeds of the people of 
Paradise until only the length of an arm or a 
forearm would separate him from it. However, 
that which was written in the Book takes 
precedence, and he commits the work of the 
people of the Fire and thus enters it. 

And one of you might perform the deeds of the 
people of the Fire until only the length of an arm 
or a forearm separates between him and the Fire. 
However, that which was written in the Book 
takes precedence, and he performs the work of 
the people of Paradise and thus enters Paradise. 
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We should combine this meaning -- if it is held to 
be the correct meaning for the Ayah -- with 
Allah's statement: 

' £ -jlc. Alii t»TJ 


So set you your face towards the religion, 
Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with which He has 
created mankind, (30:30), and what is recorded 
in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah who said 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 


AjU 




Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his 
parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian or a 
Zoroastrian. 


Muslim recorded that Iyad bin Himar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


Jj4]I i r \ t “iala. 

L> 


Allah said, 'I created My servants Hunafa 
(monotheists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion. 

The collective meaning here is, Allah created His 
creatures so that some of them later turn believers and 
some turn disbelievers. Allah has originally created all of 
His servants able to recognize Him, to single Him out in 
worship, and know that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Him. He also took their covenant to fulfill 
the implications of this knowledge, which He placed in 
their consciousness and souls. He has decided that some 
of them will be miserable and some will be happy, ls^ 

(He it is Who created you, then 
some of you are disbelievers and some of you are 
believers). (64:2) 

Also, a Hadith states, 
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All people go out in the morning and sell 
themselves, and some of them free themselves 
while some others destroy themselves. 

Allah's decree will certainly come to pass in His 
creation. Verily, He it is cs-tys (Who has 

measured (everything); and then guided) (87: 3), 
and, &'•& iJocS <^1 (He Who gave to 

each thing its form and nature, then guided it 
aright). (20:50) 


And in the Two Sahihs: 


ajLalnSl (_JaI {ja (jlS jj-a Call 
ajli-uJl £_JaI J ‘ "3} ‘ ajLslill J&t (j* 8 


As for those among you who are among the 
people of happiness, they will be facilitated to 
perform the deeds of the people of happiness. As 
for those who are among the miserable, they will 
be facilitated to commit the deeds of the 
miserable. 

This is why Allah said here, Ja iLjflj LLjS 

(A group He has guided, and a group deserved to be in 
error;), 


Allah then explained why, 


(because) surely, they took the Shayatin as supporters 
instead of Allah, and think that they are guided. 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"This is one of the clearest arguments proving the 
mistake of those who claim that Allah does not 
punish anyone for disobedient acts he commits of 
deviations he believes in until after knowledge of 
what is correct reaches him, then he were to 
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obstinately avoid it anyway. If this were true, 
then there would be no difference between the 
deviations of the misguided group - their belief 
that they are guided - and the group that is in 
fact guided. Yet Allah has differentiated between 
the two in this noble Ayah, doing so in both 
name and judgement." 


1 jjjlilj -lie. 1 jlL C5 Ju_j 

Juij iti\ V 1 jijlau V J 

7:31 O Children of Adam! Take your adornment to 
every Masjid, and eat and drink, but waste not by 
extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes not the 
wasteful. 


Allah commands taking Adornment when going to the Masjid 


This honorable Ayah refutes the idolators' practice of 
performing Tawaf around the Sacred House while naked. 


Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir, (the following wording is that of 
Ibn Jarir) recorded that Shu'bah said that Salamah bin Kuhayl 
said that Muslim Al-Batin said that Sa'id bin Jubayr said that 
Ibn Abbas said, 

"The idolators used to go around the House while naked, 
both men and women, men in the day and women by 
night. The woman would say, "Today, a part or all of it 
will be unveiled, but whatever is exposed of it, I do not 
allow." 


Allah said in reply, 


O Children of Adam! 


... is*} ^ 


la.. a ^ 


(JS .lit 


j-lA. 


Take your adornment to every Masjid, 
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Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas commented: 

"There were people who used to perform Tawaf 
around the House while naked, and Allah ordered 
them to take adornment, meaning, wear clean, 
proper clothes that cover the private parts, 
people were commanded to wear their best 
clothes when performing every prayer." 

Mujahid, Ata', Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Sa'id bin Jubayr, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak and Malik narrated a 
similar saying from Az-Zuhri, and from several of the 
Salaf. They said that; 

this Ayah was revealed about the idolators who 
used to perform Tawaf around the House while 
naked. 


This Ayah, as well as the Sunnah, encourage wearing 
the best clothes when praying, especially for Friday and 
' Id prayers. 

It is also recommended (for men) to wear perfume for 
prayer, because it is adornment, and to use Siwak for it 
is part of what completes adornment. 


The best color for clothes is white, for Imam Ahmad 
narrated that Ibn Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 


l_£ja | TJlLJ-y (j-o Ljjjli I jIujII 

jikj *3lS (lap j£, (jfj 

JOllI 


Wear white clothes, for it is among your best 
clothes, and also wrap your dead with it. And 
Ithmid (antimony) is among the best of your 
Kuhl, for it clears the sight and helps the hair 
grow. 

This Hadith has a sound chain of narration, 
consisting of narrators who conform to the 
conditions and guidelines of Imam Muslim. 
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Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also 
recorded it, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 


Prohibiting Extravagance 


Allah said, 


...1 jSjjou Vj IjjjjoiIj 1 ... 


And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, 

Al-Bukhari said that Ibn Abbas said, 

"Eat what you wish and wear what you wish, as 
long as you avoid two things: extravagance and 
arrogance." 

Ibn Jarir said that Muhammad bin Abdul-A' la narrated to 
us that Muhammad bin Thawr narrated to us from 
Ma'mar from Ibn Tawus from his father who said that 
Ibn Abbas said, 

"Allah has allowed eating and drinking, as long as 
it does not contain extravagance or arrogance." 

This chain is Sahih. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdam bin Ma'dikarib 
Al-Kindi said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying, 

ClltSl I^jjl tXa Ua 

tiliSj tilifij pjtJa UliEa U Uc.ll (jtS °^jll 

^ L I'Q J 

The Son of Adam will not fill a pot worse for 
himself than his stomach. It is enough for the Son 
of Adam to eat a few bites that strengthens his 
spine. If he likes to have more, then let him fill a 
third with food, a third with drink and leave a 
third for his breathing. 

An-Nasa'i and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, 
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan" or "Hasan Sahih" 
according to another manuscript. 
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Ata Al-Khurasani said that Ibn Abbas commented on the 

Ayah, 

^ ‘ -ia.i V AjI 1 V J j 1 jlilj ... 

And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, 
certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful. 

"With food and drink." 

(jjajlux)! Z _ V Aj) 

Certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful. 

Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement, 

"Allah the Exalted says that He does not like 
those who trespass the limits on an allowed 
matter or a prohibited matter, those who go to 
the extreme over what He has allowed, allow 
what He has prohibited, or prohibit what He has 
allowed. But, He likes that what He has allowed 
be considered as such (without extravagance) 
and what He has prohibited be considered as 
such. This is the justice that He has commanded." 


Or* i" 1 jjkH j Ajjj ',jx ’Ja 

SSJ 

7:32 Say: "Who has forbidden the adornment with 
clothes given by Allah, which He has produced for 
His servants, and At-Tayyibat (good things) of 
sustenance!" 

Say: "They are, in the life of this world, for those 
who believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) 
on the Day of Resurrection." 
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- f -to - 0 5»t 


:Vi ^ 


Thus We explain the Ayat in detail for people who 
have knowledge. 


Allah refutes those who prohibit any type of food, drink or 
clothes according to their own understanding, without relying on 
what Allah has legislated, 


US 


Say, 

0 Muhammad, to the idolators who prohibit some 
things out of false opinion and fabrication, 

- -'' j 4^13*3 

Who has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by 
Allah, which He has produced for His servants and At- 
Tayyibat (good things) of sustenance!" 

4_/jIj 2I 4l .allA Ijj^II el (Js 

Say: "They are, in the life of this world, for those who 
believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the 
Day of Resurrection." 

meaning, these things were created for those who 
believe in Allah and worship Him in this life, even 
though the disbelievers share in these bounties in 
this life. In the Hereafter, the believers will have 
all this to themselves and none of the disbelievers 
will have a share in it, for Paradise is prohibited 
for the disbelievers. 


Thus We explain the Ayat in detail for people who have 
knowledge. 
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Allah says to His prophet (peace be upon him); 


Uaj ' g V« Ua CS^-J tJ® 


Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden 
are the Fawahish (immoral deeds) whether committed 
openly or secretly, 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah said that the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 


Uaj I g *'f La j ^ £l\ {JA JJC-t ia.t U 

All I jj^a aA\ L_l^j .1^.1 Uj 


None is more jealous than Allah, and this is why 
He prohibited Fawahish, committed openly or in 
secret. And none likes praise more than Allah. 

This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 


In the explanation of Surah Al-An'am, we explained the 
Fahishah that is committed openly and in secret. 

Allah said next, 
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... l3^' Jh cs^'j ... 
and Ithm, and transgression without right, 

As-Suddi commented, 

"Al-Ithm means, 'disobedience'. As for 
unrighteous oppression, it occurs when you 
transgress against people without justification." 

Mujahid said, 

"Ithm includes all types of disobedience. Allah 
said that the oppressor commits oppression 
against himself." 

Therefore, the meaning of, Ithm is the sin that one 
commits against himself, while 'oppression' pertains to 
transgression against other people, and Allah prohibited 
both. 

Allah's statement, 

... owl. °Jj« jj c. a3Hj i Jj... 

and joining partners with Allah for which He has given no 
authority, 

prohibits calling partners with Allah in worship. 

(VV) V Ua aUI (jtj 

and saying things about Allah of which you have no 
knowledge. 

such as lies and inventions, like claiming that 
Allah has a son, and other evil creeds that you -- 
0 idolators -- have no knowledge of. 

This is similar to His saying: 


So shun the abomination (worshipping) of 
the idols. (22:30) 
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Allah said, 


“Cof (JSJj 


And every Ummah has, 

meaning, each generation and nation, 

^Jk.1 1211 (J^.1 

its appointed term; when their term comes, 
which they were destined for, 


neither can they delay it nor can they advance it an hour 
(or a moment). 


... (jLj Hi f J g 


O Children of Adam! If there come to you Messengers 
from among you, reciting to you My Ayat, 

Allah then warned the Children of Adam that He 
sent to them Messengers who conveyed to them 
His Ayat. 


Allah also conveyed good news, as well as warning, 

... C5^' ... 

then whosoever has Taqwa and becomes righteous, 

by abandoning the prohibitions and performing 
acts of obedience, 

(V®) (jjjjp-l °aA V J tLjji. ili ... 

igjc. iggL (jjjii j 

on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve. But those 
who reject Our Ayat and treat them with arrogance, 

meaning, their hearts denied the Ayat and they 
were too arrogant to abide by them, 
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(V“l) jjjjlUk fA jllll L_llajy*af iillJjf 

they are the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide therein 
forever. 

without end to their dwelling in it. 


L£& °j ttS 411 Je. I ^ ^ °u^ 

7:37 Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie 
against Allah or rejects His Ayat! 

131 (jjk 4° ^44u^ ^44 J&Jjf 

^jj3 (j-o (jjc-ju jjf 1 j3H ^4 jjj IjILjj 

For such their appointed portion will reach them 
from the Book (of Decrees) until Our messengers 
(the angel of death and his assistants) come to 
them to take their souls, they (the angels) will say: 
"Where are those whom you used to invoke and 
worship besides Allah," 

i jiis 543 jk. i it i jtu. i jits 


they will reply, "They have vanished and deserted 
us." And they will bear witness against themselves, 
that they were disbelievers. 


Idolators enjoy Their destin ed Share in This Life, but will lose| 
Their Supporters upon DeathBPSfflMBBHH^BBBBBil 


Allah said, 

AjIjL jf IjjS Alll Jc. ”^*3 

Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against 
Allah or rejects His Ayat, 
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meaning, none is more unjust than whoever 
invents a lie about Allah or rejects the Ayat that 
He has revealed. 


... 


jj-a .'..V lillJ jf 


For such their appointed portion will reach them from the 
Book, 

Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said that, 


it refers to each person's deeds, allotted 
provisions and age. 

Similar was said by Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 


Allah said in similar statements, 

V L4S3I 411 'ajJSj 

UaJ l_l!.l4l ^gj9j3j Lilli Llllll ^3 £_ia 


Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will 
never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in this 
world! And then unto Us will be their return, then 
We shall make them taste the severest torment 
because they used to disbelieve. (10:69-70) 


(_jl 1 jLac. Lai J_m3 lijlj ojfiK <4iJp»_i iti (j-aj 

jjV. Cliljj ^jIc. 411 


iL5 


O > > t 


And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief 
grieve you. To Us is their return, and We shall 
inform them what they have done. Verily, Allah is 
the All-Knower of what is in the breasts (of men). 
We let them enjoy for a little while. (31:23-24) 


.. UL/j 13! (jSa.... 
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Allah said next, 





until when Our messengers come to them to take their 
souls. 

Allah states that when death comes to the 
idolators and the angels come to capture their 
souls to take them to Hellfire, the angels horrify 
them, saying, 

<111 (jj-i Ua Ijlls 

they (the angels) will say: "Where are those 
whom you used to invoke and worship besides 
Allah," 

"Where are the so-called partners (of Allah) 
whom you used to call in the life of this world, 
invoking and worshipping them instead of Allah 
Call them so that they save you from what you 
are suffering." 

However, the idolators will reply, 

... 


they will reply, "They have vanished and deserted us." 

meaning, we have lost them and thus, we do not 
hope in their benefit or aid, 

... ... 

And they will bear witness against themselves, 

they will admit and proclaim against themselves, 

(tv) IjStS J43 ... 

that they were disbelievers. 


OsJI (> (> ’cJk a r \ J 1 jJi’J 

7:38 (Allah) will say: "Enter you in the company of 
nations who passed away before you, of men and 
Jinn, into the Fire." 
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1 1 C*‘m1 *CJ d iT-nJ l Lal^ 

\ » lA^i 

**-' * 

Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister 
nation (that went before) until they are all together 
in the Fire. 

IjIAc. Ij jtda! 

jlil! 

The last of them will say to the first of them: "Our 
Lord! These misled us, so give them a double 
torment of the Fire." 

ojV uSJj ’ja 'ju 

He will say: "For each one there is double 
(torment), but you know not." 

JLaa ry iS ’n& Ua ^I'JkV UJJ ‘cJH. 
^ Uj L,r^a 1 jajia 

7:39 The first of them will say to the last of them: 
"You were not better than us, so taste the torment 
for what you used to earn." 


People of the Fire will dispute and curse Each Othe 


j dbv iii 


_>=• 


ki ‘cla 


Allah mentioned what He will say to those who associate others 
with Him, invent lies about Him, and reject His Ayat, 

... 1 jUjI 'JU 


(Allah) will say: Enter you in the company of nations, 
who are your likes and similar to you in conduct, 

aSLi qa °"'Ta. ... 
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Who passed away before you, 

from the earlier disbelieving nations, 

• •• ls ? l> ... 


Of men and Jinn, into the Fire. 
Allah said next, 


Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation 
(that went before), 


Al-Khali (Prophet Ibrahim), peace be upon him, said, 


jJ - <at J ; A_a_ia)l ^ jj 


"But on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny 
each other. (29:25) 


Also, Allah said, 

usai Ijijj 1 _£2i (> 1 jk4i 'jj^l tj2 'i 

cj2*Vi 

tl. J41. tjSS fjS 12 y °jl 1 'jj2l 'JlSj 

" JSB 


When those who were followed declare 
themselves innocent of those who followed 
(them), and they see the torment, then all their 
relations will be cut off from them. And those who 
followed will say: "If only we had one more 
chance to return (to the worldly life), we would 
declare ourselves as innocent from them as they 
have declared themselves as innocent from us." 

Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regrets 
for them. And they will never get out of the Fire. 
(2:166-167) 
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Allah's statement, 


... UuA IjT/jil fi ... 


until they are all together in the Fire, 

means, they are all gathered in the Fire, 

... ^VjV ^rjkf °cA s... 

The last of them will say to the first of them, 

that is, the nation of followers that enter last will 
say this to the first nations to enter. 

This is because the earlier nations were worse 
criminals than those who followed them, and this 
is why they entered the Fire first. For this reason, 
their followers will complain against them to 
Allah, because they were the ones who misguided 
them from the correct path, saying, 

(j a Ijjijjaf S-V j-A Ijjj ... 

"Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double 
torment of the Fire." 


multiply their share of the torment. 
Allah said in another instance, 


Alii Uklaf I Iljlj jllil 

V jLjll 

lijLaU llitLf GJ GSj 1 jlllj 


On the Day when their faces will be turned over in 
the Fire, they will say: "Oh! Would that we had 
obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger." And 
they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our 
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us 
from the (right) way. Our Lord! Give them a 
double torment." (33:66-68) 
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Allah said in reply, 


(VA) (jj-aLsj V (j^-lj ,T ‘^ J^l (Jl-3 ... 


He will say: "For each one there is double (torment) but 
you know not." 

We did what you asked, and recompensed each 
according to their deeds.' 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

ag 3 \ j 411 4" ‘ “ ^ J ^ ‘ (jjjll 


Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the 
path of Allah, for them We will add torment. 
(16:88) 

Furthermore, Allah said, 


And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and 
other loads besides their own. (29:13) 




JjJ l >J 


And also (some thing) of the burdens of those 
whom they misled without knowledge. (16:25) 

... °fAl ‘^V J c4Uj 

The first of them will say to the last of them, 

meaning, the followed will say to the followers, 

(JjJa3 Lijlc. a^l jjlS Uai 


"You were not better than us. 

meaning, you were led astray as we were led 
astray, according to As-Suddi. 

) (jjiuiSj UaJ 1 ... 

"So taste the torment for what you used to earn." 
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Allah again described the condition of the idolators 
during the gathering (of Resurrection), when He said; 

jjC. E jJ(jijt 1 jjjjl] 1 (jjjll (Jla 

adiS (Jj E?. j. j! JjtJ 

a Jill °Jj Ij’jjSLI 1 jtelaL.1 'jjJ 'Jllj 

111 bfot <! 'JmJ, aIIL J*a J iSjj^tS 

“Ja 1_,j£ jjJ Jli.t 'J^Vl 12 *Vj jfEll Ijtj 

jjjiakj U« ^(1 


And those who were arrogant will say to those 
who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back 
from guidance after it come to you! Nay, but you 
were criminals." 

Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting 
by night and day, when you ordered us to 
disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" 

And each of them (parties) will conceal their own 
regrets, when they behold the torment. And We 
shall put iron collars round the necks of those 
who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except 
what they used to do! (34:32-33) 


v i jjSLii j i&X) i jj 

^cJl) AjkJ) jjlk^j V j fLmJI 

LUiJl ^ 

7:40 Verily, those who belie Our Ayat and treat 
them with arrogance, for them the gates of the 
heavens will not be opened, and they will not enter 
Paradise until the Jamal goes through the eye of the 
needle. 
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Thus do We recompense the criminals. 

j»l" •% © **o-i ^ " a# i H } -* 

jj™ JC- (j^J 

7:41 Theirs will be Mihad from the Fire, and over 
them Ghawash. 

Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers. 


Doors of Heaven shall not open for Th ose Who deny Allah's 

Ayat, and They shall never enter ParadiseR* V V ‘?*i - >-/ 


Allah said, 

IgJC- j_Jjjll (jl 


Verily, those who belie Our Ayat and treat them with 
arrogance, 


f. Laliill l_ll V 


for them the gates of the heavens will not be opened, 


According to Mujahid, Sa'id bin Jubayr and Ibn Abbas, 
as Al-'Awfi and AM bin Abi Talhah reported from him, 

meaning, their good deeds and supplication will 
not ascend through it, 

Ath-Thawri narrated that, Layth said that Ata 
narrated this from Ibn Abbas. 


According to Ad-Dahhak who reported this from Ibn 
Abbas that it was also said that; 

the meaning here is that the doors of the heavens 
will not be opened for the disbelievers' souls, 

As-Suddi and several others mentioned this 
meaning. 
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What further supports this meaning, is the report from 
Ibn Jarir that Al-Bara' said that the Messenger of Allah 
mentioned capturing the soul of the ' Fajir' (wicked 
sinner or disbeliever), and that his or her soul will be 
ascended to heaven. The Prophet said, 

U IjUS Ul aSjIIUI 'qa IL yt Ua 

?4jjjU 2I j^)ll 

iUjtUI jSh AjUalJ JUs 

a 3 Us a ! t^-jU ^.LalUl ^1 I 

So they (angels) ascend it and it will not pass by 
a gathering of the angels, but they will ask, who's 
wicked soul is this?' 

They will reply, 'The soul of so-and-so,' calling 
him by the worst names he was called in this life. 

When they reach the (lower) heaven, they will 
ask that its door be opened for the soul, but it will 
not be opened for it. 

The Prophet then recited, ljIjU (For 

them the gates of heaven will not be opened). 

This is a part of a long Hadith which was also 
recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn 
Majah. 

Ibn Jurayj commented on the Ayah, lJ jU jjSj V 

(for them the gates of heaven will not be opened), 

"(The gates of heaven) will not be opened for 
their deeds or souls." 

This explanation combines the two meanings we 
gave above, and Allah knows best. 

Allah's statement, 

jal^3 iJUU.II AjUJI V j ... 
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and they will not enter Paradise until the Jamal goes 
through the eye of the needle. 

refers to the male camel. 

Ibn Mas' ud said it is a male camel from the she camel. 

In another narration it refers to the spouse of the she 
camel. 

Mujahid and Ikrimah said that Ibn Abbas used to recite 
this Ayah this way, 

"Until the Jummal goes through the eye of the 
needle," whereas 'Jummal' is a thick rope. 

(£ *) lSJ^ ... 

Thus do We recompense the criminals. 

Allah's statement, 


... p's•> Cy 


Theirs will be Mihad from the Fire, 
means, beds, while; 


... Cyj ... 


and over them Ghawash, 

According to Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, 
means, coverings, 

Similar was said by Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim and 
As-Suddi. 

Allah said next, 

(i (jjjaJliil! ^ 

Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers. 
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y I LjSj V pliiUi ijiij ijjJj 
(jjA] jk IgjS 4 j^ 3) LiA >.of tiljJ jf 1 g V>»j 

7:42 But those who believed, and worked 
righteousness — We burden not any person beyond 
his scope — such are the dwellers of Paradise. They 
will abide therein. 

iSJ^ dp O 0 ^4 C. ^ jjj 

i jbSj 1hiAi 

7:43 And We shall remove from their breasts any 
Ghill; rivers flowing under them, and they will say: 

y yy ijS Uj 1:41 uija, 4 i 'ica 

'jkJL iSj JJLij Ci'U a 431! aa 

"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 
guided us to this, and never could we have found 
guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us! 
Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with 
the truth.” 

OjIiS 44JI ’fSu J 1 ji i/j 

And it will be cried out to them: "This is the 
Paradise which you have inherited for what you 
used to do." 


Destination of Righteous Believers 


After Allah mentioned the condition of the miserable ones, He 
then mentioned the condition of the happy ones, saying, 

Cljtajl ■ .all I jXaT, j I^Lal (jjjllj 

But those who believed, and worked righteousness, 
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Their hearts have believed and they performed 
good deeds with their limbs and senses, as 
compared to those who disbelieved in the Ayat of 
Allah and were arrogant with them. 


Allah also said that embracing faith and implementing it 
are easy, when He said, 


aiTj L^j % 1153V pUJllaS 1 jLc, 1 jLl 'jj^lj 

( f ^ AjIII i _ \\ - 1 . 

(Jc. (j-a ^3 Ua 


But those who believed, and worked righteousness -- We 
burden not any person beyond his scope -- such are the 
dwellers of Paradise. They will abide therein. And We 
shall remove from their breasts any Ghill; 


meaning, envy and hatred. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 


Ajlll (jjj a^pajS 'J ‘ ‘'J**- (j_jxaj-all ^ A |j| 


I jjm fi ySk J, liM JJOia J 42 i jlSKj 

(jl aly AV^. II ^3 

l&ll ^ jll A j'^ -up Ala U'i A^Jl J aJJ laa 


After the believers are saved from entering the 
Fire, they will be kept in wait by a bridge between 
Paradise and Hellfire. Then, transgression that 
occurred between them in the life of this world 
will be judged. Until, when they are purified and 
cleansed, they will be given permission to enter 
Paradise. By He in Whose Hand is my soul! One of 
them will be able to find his dwelling in Paradise 
more so than he did in the life of this world. 

... L> LSJr^ Up l> fAjjU-aa gJ Ua IjC. jjj 

And We shall remove from their breasts any Ghill; rivers 
flowing under them, 

As-Suddi said, 
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"When the people of Paradise are taken to it, they 
will find a tree close to its door, and two springs 
from under the trunk of that tree. They will drink 
from one of them, and all hatred will be removed 
from their hearts, for it is the cleansing drink. 
They will take a bath in the other, and the 
brightness of delight will radiate from their faces. 
Ever after, they will never have messy hair or 
become dirty." 


An-Nasa'i and Ibn Marduwyah (this being his wording) 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 


<U)I J Ujl qa a ItAx! JaI 

• a JutAa jLill Ja! (_)Sj iI jSjIi a 2 jj 

ajjai^ Al t^^jl^A All I (j! jl 


Each of the people of Paradise will see his seat in 
the Fire and he will say, ' Had not Allah guided 
me! And this will cause him to be grateful. Each 
of the people of the Fire will see his seat in 
Paradise, and he will say, 'Might that Allah had 
guided me!' So it will be a cause of anguish for 
him. 

... 1 J&j ... 


and they will say: 


ifgfl Uj IJLfci All JLokli 

'lij lUj ^ °J V°jl 

"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who 
has guided us to this, and never could we have 
found guidance, were it not that Allah had 
guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of our 
Lord did come with the truth." 


66 




This is why when the believers are awarded seats in 
Paradise that belonged to the people of the Fire, they will 
be told, 


(jjlokj UaJ Aj^3I fXXj jjf ... 


And it will be cried out to them: "This is the Paradise 
which you have inherited for what you used to do." 

This means, because of your good deeds, you 
earned Allah's mercy and thus entered Paradise 
and took your designated dwellings in it, 
comparable to your deeds. 

This is the proper meaning here, for it is recorded in the 
Two Sahihs that the Prophet said, 

aXoC. (jl ^jf 1 jxilc.1 j 


And know that the good deeds of one of you will 
not admit him into Paradise. 


They said, "Not even you, O Allah's Messenger!" 
He said, 


A-La All! ^jAaxIii (jf 11 ! lit Uj 

Not even I, unless Allah grants it to me out of His 
mercy and favor. 


Ua j .13 (j! jllll 4-1 L-l ^ ^ J&j 

l Jic- j Lq La^ Luj uJio j 

7:44 And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the 
dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have indeed 
found true what our Lord had promised us; have 
you also found true what your Lord promised 
(warned)!” 
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They shall say: "Yes.” 

Jc 411 «3J o' '<4& LA> 0 & 

Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The curse 
of Allah is on the wrongdoers." 

djj& ? 

7:45 Those who hindered (men) from the path of 
Allah, and would seek to make it crooked, and they 
were disbelievers in the Hereafter. 


People of Hellfire will feel Anguish upon Anguish 


Allah tells; 


... j 


Oil LjlkU tfkJI Ljlilat 


And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers 
of the Fire (saying): 


Allah mentioned how the people of the Fire will be 
addressed, chastised and admonished when they take 
their places in the Fire, 


"We (dwellers of Paradise) have indeed found true what 
our Lord had promised us; have you (dwellers of Hell) 
also found true what your Lord promised (warned)!" 

They shall say: "Yes." 

In Surah As-Saffat, Allah mentioned the one who had a 
disbelieving companion, 
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-fI jj-u slf.ji ^Ball 

(jl aIIIj (JIS 

j^jj^j> aa all jj,a ‘'T^\l <_5-J 4 -axj V _jl j 


o 21 - 1 


Oil 


jjjj^*-aj Laj ^IjVI ljjj_j-a 'VI 


So he looked down and saw him in the midst of 
the Fire. He said: "By Allah! You have nearly 
ruined me. Had it not been for the grace of my 
Lord, I would certainly have been among those 
brought forth (to Hell)." 

(The dwellers of Paradise will say!) "Are we then 
not to die (any more) Except our first death, and 
we shall not be punished." (37:55-59) 

Allah will punish the disbeliever for the claims he 
used to utter in this life. The angels will also 
admonish the disbelievers, saying, 


J&\ jllll a.USs 

V asl 

La Lajj s-Ijj-u 1 ‘ V jf IjjAk-ali Lfcjlaaal 


This is the Fire which you used to belie. Is this 
magic or do you not see! Taste you therein its 
heat and whether you are patient of it or 
impatient of it, it is all the same. You are only 
being requited for what you used to do. (52:14- 
16) 


The Messenger of Allah admonished the inhabitants of 
the well at Badr: 


A _»ljj^) a'<u' Ljj Ajljjj A. uc- Ljj ^Lui& Lit Lj 

La Sc-j La j j j 

^ Jij 
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0 Abu Jahl bin Hisham! O Utbah bin Rabi'ah! 0 
Shaybah bin Rabi'ah (and he called their leaders 
by name)! Have you found what your Lord 
promised to be true (the Fire)! I certainly found 
what my Lord has promised me to be true 
(victory). 

Umar said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Do you address 
a people who have become rotten carrion!" 

He said, 

U (Jj^l Uo) flit \-a a Ay ^ 

' j (jf 


By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear 
what I am saying better than they do, but they 
cannot reply. 

Allah's statement, 

o > 'o - # •* - > - Sfi 

... lP 13 ... 

Then a crier will proclaim between them, 
will herald and announce, 

( £ £ ) ^LajOall AUI J ... 

The curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers. 

meaning, the curse will reside with the 
wrongdoers. 

Allah then described them by saying, 

Alii (JjAui jje. (jjjll 


Those who hindered (men) from the path of Allah, and 
would seek to make it crooked, 

meaning, they hindered the people from following 
Allah's path, His Law, and what the Prophets 
brought. They sought to make Allah's path appear 
crooked and winding, so that no one would follow 
it. 
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Allah said, 


(£ ®) (jjjilS aI j j ... 

and they were disbelievers in the Hereafter. 

They disbelieved in the Meeting with Allah in the 
Hereafter, They used to deny this will ever occur, 
not accepting it nor believing in it. This is why 
they used to discount the seriousness of the evil 
deeds and statements that they committed, 
because they did not fear any reckoning or 
punishment. Therefore, they were and are indeed 
the worst people in statement and action. 


^ UjSuj 

°f4 

7:46 And between them will be a (barrier) screen 
and on Al-A'raf will be men, who would recognize 
all, by their marks. 

0 % ' 4 0 " 0 + 0 fco-Y & f •* %" ^ 0 f " 4 -;" 

pjt> a \A j)I~nA 1 lui ^jl A W II •„ I j-iuj 

UJ P^K . 1 

And they will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, 
"Peace be on you" and at that time they will not yet 
have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to 
enter (it). 

1 JH ja sttc 1 'cA lilj 

7:47 And when their eyes will be turned towards 
the dwellers of the Fire, they will say: "Our Lord! 
Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers." 
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The People of AI-A v ral 


Allah says; 


I s, .* \'' * 


And between them will be a (barrier) screen, 


After Allah mentioned that the people of Paradise will 
address the people of the Fire, He stated that there is a 
barrier between Paradise and the Fire, which prevents 
the people of the Fire from reaching Paradise. 


Ibn Jarir said, "It is the wall that Allah described, 


1 j J a ‘Cakfjll A .AjiaU l_llj a! 


\ OJUjJ ^ 




So a wall will be put up between them, with a 
gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside 
it will be torment. (57:13) 

It is also about Al-A' raf that Allah said, 

... t-aljtVl (jl&j ... 

and on Al-A' raf will be men." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that As-Suddi said about Allah's 
statement, W -Wj (And between them will be a 

screen), 

"It is the wall, it is Al-A' raf." 

Mujahid said, 

"Al-A'raf is a barrier between Paradise and the 
Fire, a wall that has a gate." 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"Al-A'raf is plural for Urf, where every elevated 
piece of land is known as Urf to the Arabs." 

As-Suddi said, 
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"Al-A'raf is so named because its residents 
recognize (Ya'rifun) the people. Al-A'rafs 
residents are those whose good and bad deeds 
are equal, as Hudhayfah, Ibn Abbas, Ibn Mas'ud 
and several of the Salaf and later generations 
said." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Hudhayfah was asked about the 

people of Al-A' raf and he said, 

"A people whose good and bad deeds are equal. 
Their evil deeds prevented them from qualifying 
to enter Paradise, and their good deeds qualified 
them to avoid the Fire. Therefore, they are 
stopped there on the wall until Allah judges 
them." 




who would recognize all, by their marks. 

jjTAij f&j U jii.ii ^ jjl 


1 j.jIj j 

(") 


And they will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, "Peace 
be on you!" and at that time they will not yet have 
entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter (it). 

Ma'mar said that Al-Hasan recited this Ayah, ^ 

(and at that time they will not yet have 
entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter (it), 
Then he said, 

"By Allah! Allah did not put this hope in their 
hearts, except for an honor that He intends to 
bestow on them." 


Qatadah said; 

"Those who hope are those among you whom 
Allah informed of their places." 

Allah said next, 


73 




^ Ijjj j ,'' '**■ ‘ s-lals ^AjL^aj! Lliajj^a !i! j 

(£ V) '(jjA &S f °jS3l 

And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers 
of the Fire, they will say: "Our Lord! Place us not with 
the people who are wrongdoers." 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"When the people of Al-A'raf look at the people 
of the Fire and recognize them, they will 
supplicate, '0 Lord! Do not place us with the 
people who are wrongdoers.'" 


o 9 " o 9 

AJjuJJ 


jc-VI t -ikl^a l 

" 9 £ o JL i' " o fc>9 o ' o -;o. f T" a <• 

ua i ^ nS Loj Lo I jjL3 

7:48 And the men on Al-A' raf will call unto the men 
whom they would recognize by their marks, saying: 
"Of what benefit to you was your gathering, and 
your arrogance!" 

•ukja an y f y>»t 

7:49 "Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah 
would never show them mercy! 

OjS> 5 Jit Yj LSJ. v ttJ11 jlL'i 

(Behold! It has been said to them): 'Enter Paradise, 
no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.'" 


Allah tells; 

1 jlli aALaJjjiJ t—iljC-Vl <■ - A a-j. ^ 

And the men on Al-A'raf will call unto the men whom 
they would recognize by their marks, saying: 
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Allah states that the people of Al-A'raf will 
admonish some of the chiefs of the idolators 
whom they recognize by their marks in the Fire, 


7^ 


C. 


"Of what benefit to you was your gathering..." 
meaning, your great numbers, 


(* A ) 'uJji 




jij pi Ua 


"...and your arrogance!" 

This Ayah means, your great numbers and 
wealth did not save you from Allah's torment. 
Rather, you are dwelling in His torment and 
punishment. 

aIII ^iljj V ^ iiflf (jjjll £■ ^ Jj-k ^ 

Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would 
never show them mercy, 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas, 

refers to the people of Al-A'raf who will be told 
when Allah decrees: 

(£ ^Vj V Aj^JI 1 jl^jl 

(Behold! It has been said to them): "Enter Paradise, no 
fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve." 


tut 1 y &JI r.'V. J jfiii yv. J tj'JSj 

an jiijj c* y f ui y. 

7:50 And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the 
dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water or 
anything that Allah has provided you with." 


75 








_*>£• Jz- C^ji. b \' 

They will say: "Both (water and provision) Allah has 
forbidden for the disbelievers. 

7:51 "Who took their religion as amusement and 
play, and the life of the world deceived them." 


1 jSts a; 


lAJb aJ f-U] 1 jjjoJ 


u1 


j JOt 


£ a 


So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot 
their meeting of this Day, and as they used to reject 
Our Ayat. 


Th e Favors of paradise are Prohibited for the People of the| 
Firel I 


Allah emphasizes the disgrace of the people of the Fire. They 
will ask the people of Paradise for some of their drink and food, 
but they will not be given any of that. 


He says; 


lla-a jt s- Uall (jja Lille. 1 *. a.jjl jjf Aj^ll (_)La_a<af ^jllll 1 _ 'I aa jlj j 

Alll iSSTi'j 


And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of 
Paradise: "Pour on us some water or anything that Allah 
has provided you with." 

As-Suddi said, 

"That is food". 

Ath-Thawri said that Uthman Ath-Thaqafi said that Sa'id 
bin Jubayr commented on this Ayah, 


76 







"One of them will call his father or brother, 'I 
have been burned, so pour some water on me.' 

The believers will be asked to reply, and they will 
reply, 


(O . ) Jc- La^a^i. <111 jjl 1 jlli 

They will say: "Both Allah has forbidden to the 
disbelievers."" 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that, U^ajA^Hl £) 
cfk ("Both Allah has forbidden to the 
disbelievers)." 

"Refers to the food and drink of Paradise." 


Allah says, 


Lullll ^JJC. J IjulI ( 




*; .w ' I 


m 




"Who took their religion as amusement and play, and the 
life of the world deceived them." 


Allah describes the disbelievers by what they used to do 
in this life, taking the religion as amusement and play, 
and being deceived by this life and its adornment, rather 
than working for the Hereafter as Allah commanded, 


I ^ ^ c- UlS 1 1 I ulU ^ 


So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their 
meeting of this Day, 

meaning, Allah will treat them as if He has 
forgotten them. Certainly, nothing escapes Allah's 
perfect watch and He never forgets anything. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 


In a Record. My Lord neither errs nor 
forgets. (20:52) 
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Allah said -- that He will forget them on that Day 
-- as just recompense for them, because, 


They have forgotten Allah, so He has 
forgotten them. (9:67) 

(^gjoLU ^jj 3I «lus III il kifiji 

Like this: Our Ayat came unto you, but 
you disregarded them, and so this Day, 
you will be neglected. (20:126) 

and, 


I 1 A pHi y. Hi a 11 L 11 3 US aill mil 


And it will be said: "This Day We will forget 
you as you forgot the meeting of this Day 
of yours." (45:34) 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas commented on, 
i Ia fiii IjMij us >AUUj (So this Day We shall forget 

them as they forgot their meeting of this Day), 

"Allah will forget the good about them, but not 
their evil." 


And Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"We shall forsake them as they have forsaken the 
meeting of this Day of theirs." 

Mujahid said, 

"We shall leave them in the Fire." 


As-Suddi said, 

"We shall leave them from any mercy, just as 
they left any action on behalf of the meeting on 
this Day of theirs." 

It is recorded in the Sahih that Allah will say to the 
servant on the Day of Resurrection: 
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? JJI 
? jSf Jj 

? j j jjpi j j~> » ^ 

‘cr^ :U 
f ^IL 'csfit I-'mTa! yj 

t uyjjSa 

Ua£ 'A^Ji 'fjA i :u li5 Jill 'JjJji 

"Have I not gotten you married? 

Have I not honored you? 

Have I not made horses and camels subservient 
for you and allowed you to become a leader and a 
master?" 

He will say, "Yes." 

Allah will say, "Did you think that you will meet 
Me?" 

He will say, "No." 

Allah the Exalted will say, 'Then this Day, I will 
forget you as you have forgotten Me." 

( ® ^ ) > jj‘ w y IjuI-Aj 1 _jjis UaJ 

and as they used to reject Our Ayat. 


f* " o " ' a 9 » y 9 -* $^ o 9 o -i-y 

A& pAp. A ih^a3 l . i iSj ->g iia> Jiaij 

- i 0 J> 0 ** 

7:52 Certainly, We have brought to them a Book 
(the Qur'an) which We have explained in detail with 
knowledge, a guidance and a mercy to a people who 
believe. 
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% ujjMj 

7:53 Await they just for the final fulfillment of the 
event! 

t> a^u at-^' 4 JjjU ^b ^ jJ 

On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who 
neglected it before will say: 

i jka biji ;'u& ui &k tiij Ltj ‘ciik ^ 

> *' o ' . i.i, • S, - o'. ' *' o 3 - 4 o f r'-t 

lb ^ j> bj 

"Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with 
the truth, now are there any intercessors for us that 
they might intercede on our behalf! Or could we be 
sent back (to the first life of the world) so that we 
might do (good) deeds other than those (evil) 
deeds which we used to do!" 

y o * o.' s ' ■= * ' *A « > o # 

I La SC. (Jj^a j jaifl I JJ)} n^ us 

Verily, they have lost themselves and that which 
they used to fabricate has gone away from them. 


The Idolators have no Excuse 


Allah says 


(- jIj£j ^Alba. b]j 


Certainly, We have brought to them a Book (the Qur'an) 
which, 

Allah states that He has left no excuse for the 
idolators, for He has sent to them the Book that 
the Messenger came with, and which is explained 
in detail, 

°" if, b Able, llbab] i _jIj£ 


80 








(This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are 
perfected (in every sphere of knowledge), 
and then explained in detail. (11:1) 

Allah said next, 


Jc. alilLiai ___ 

We have explained in detail with knowledge, 

meaning, 'We have perfect knowledge of what 
We explained in it.' 

Allah said in another Ayah, 


He has sent it down with His Knowledge, 
(4:166) 

The meaning here is that after Allah mentioned 
the loss the idolators end up with in the 
Hereafter, He stated that He has indeed sent 
Prophets and revealed Books in this life, thus 
leaving no excuse for them. 

Allah also said; 

jjoi j dm. n IK Us j 

And We never punish until We have sent a 
Messenger (to give warning). (17:15) 

Allah said, 

( © Y ) jj ^ j j AA 

a guidance and a mercy to a people who believe. 

Allah said here, 

4-LjIj V) (Ja 

Await they just for the final fulfillment of the event, 

in reference to what they were promised of 
torment, punishment, the Fire; or Paradise, 
according to Mujahid and several others. 
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... fji ... 


On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, 
According to Ibn Abbas, 

on the Day of Resurrection, 


' • a. > . a- 

(j-o £>(jjAil uj^ ... 


those who neglected it before will say, 


those who ignored it in this life and neglected 
abiding by its implications will say, 


13 »L»-Lj'i qa 13 (_J^3 ^3 


"Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the 
truth, now are there any intercessors for us that they 
might intercede on our behalf!" 

so that we are saved from what we ended up in. 


"Or could we be sent back," 
to the first life, 


t_Jakj JJC- 

"So that we might do (good) deeds other than those 
(evil) deeds which we used to do." 

This part of the Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 

Ljj UjjL 1 jllaa jllll 1 j^3j LI (_$jj jlj 

i^ja lii j 

La) IjAjJ IjJj jlj (Jj 3 La Iaj (Jj 

U^A-A J 4 - lc - 


If you could but see when they will be held over 
the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the 
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Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of the 
believers!" 

Nay, it has become manifest to them what they 
had been concealing before. But if they were 
returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars. (6:27-28) 

Allah said here, 

o A - A A a A o *. 

Verily, they have lost themselves, 

meaning, they destroyed themselves by entering 
the Fire for eternity, 


(°y) Ca (Jj-iaj 

And that which they used to fabricate has gone away 
from them. 

What they used to worship instead of Allah 
abandoned them and will not intercede on their 
behalf, aid them or save them from their fate. 


pj-^i jk tfjfli 4311 'fgj b! 

' ii X ' t 1 a f 

o* j*-" ^ fy 

7:54 Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in Six Days, and then He rose 
over (Istawa) the Throne. 


L y ^llj USk 4331* 'JfSH 'J$ 


* it 


judXJ 


j (jTslI AJ Vi j 

He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking 
it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the 
stars subjected to His command. Surely, His is the 
creation and commandment. 
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(jjjol > 1 ' l_j _j a 3 JI 

Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists! 


The Universe was created in Six Days 


Allah says; 

^Ljt Ajaai CjljLalull (3^ Alii ij) 

Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and 
the earth in Six Days, 

Allah states that He created the universe, the 
heavens and earth and all that is in, on and 
between them in six days, as He has stated in 
several Ayat in the Qur'an. 

These six days are: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. On Friday, the 
entire creation was assembled and on that day, 
Adam was created. There is a difference of 
opinion whether these days were the same as our 
standard days as suddenly comes to the mind, or 
each day constitutes one thousand years, as 
reported from Mujahid, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, 
and from Ibn Abbas according to Ad-Dahhak's 
narration from him. As for Saturday, no creation 
took place in it since it is the seventh day of (of 
the week). The word 'As-Sabt' means stoppage, 
or break. 


Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Hurayrah saying: 

Allah's Messenger told me: 

tJljLiJI Qja JjLkj tCLul all ^ajj J>c-) till I (jjlk 

^ajj sjjSloll (jlkj ijjjjjUl ^ajj (Jjlkj 

^ajj Cluj IfUtJjtl! ^ajJ (Jjlkj 

^ajj (jja 3j^a*3l jkj i^aliuill AjIc. t^ajl 
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jjjj Hj 3 tAjs-a^ll CLlli-Hu Ai.Hu i^j2H3l < J^.I (_^3 

Allah created the dust on Saturday, and He 
created the mountains on Sunday, and He 
created the trees on Monday, and He created the 
unpleasant things on Tuesday and He created the 
light on Wednesday and He spread the creatures 
through out it on Thursday and He created Adam 
after Asr on Friday. He was the last created 
during the last hour of Friday, between Asr and 
the night. 


Meaning of Istawa 


As for Allah's statement, 


... lj *LSjHal 


^ ... 


and then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne. 

the people had several conflicting opinions over its 
meaning. However, we follow the way that our righteous 
predecessors took in this regard, such as Malik, Al- 
Awza'i, Ath-Thawri, Al-Layth bin Sa'd, Ash-Shafi'i, 
Ahmad, Ishaq bin Rahwayh and the rest of the scholars 
of Islam, in past and present times. 


Surely, we accept the apparent meaning of, Al-Istawa, 
without discussing its true essence, equating it (with the 
attributes of the creation), or altering or denying it (in 
any way or form). We also believe that the meaning that 
comes to those who equate Allah with the creation is to 
be rejected, for nothing is similar to Allah, 


jjj. jA j 


There is nothing like Him, and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Seer. (42:11) 

Indeed, we assert and affirm what the Imams said, such 
as Nu'aym bin Hammad Al-Khuza'i, the teacher of Imam 
Al-Bukhari, who said, 
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• "Whoever likens Allah with His creation, will have 
committed Kufr. 

• Whoever denies what Allah has described Himself 
with, will have committed Kufr. 

• Certainly, there is no resemblance (of Allah with 
the creation) in what Allah and His Messenger 
have described Him with. 

• Whoever attests to Allah's attributes that the 
plain Ayat and authentic Hadiths have 
mentioned, in the manner that suits Allah's 
majesty, all the while rejecting all shortcomings 
from Him, will have taken the path of guidance." 


The Day and the Night are among the Signs of Allah 


Allah said, 


... jlp Jjli! 




He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly, 

meaning, the darkness goes away with the light, 
and the light goes away with the darkness. Each 
of them seeks the other rapidly, and does not 
come late, for when this vanishes, the other 
comes, and vice versa. 


Allah also said; 

UJ"fo * ^cluii (JJI 4 jI?. j 

aolxll axj (JjiajoiII j 

Jlli. "J jlis j 

(JSj (JjjUoi (JJI iJ P y' ^ 

U J' 1 "J ^ C5^ 


And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw 
therefrom the day, and behold, they are in 
darkness. And the sun runs on its fixed course for 
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a term (appointed). That is the decree of the All- 
Mighty, the All-Knowing. And the moon, We have 
measured for it mansions (to traverse) till it 
returns like the old dried curved date stalk. It is 
not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does 
the night outstrip the day. They all float, each in 
an orbit. (36:37-40) 

Allah's statement, Vj (Nor does the 

night outstrip the day) (36:40) means, 

the night follows the day in succession and does 
not come later or earlier than it should be. 


This is why Allah said here, 

^ 3 (jjiAiillj I 'ft**- A. jSa. j 


seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon 
the stars subjected to His command. 

meaning, all are under His command, will and 
dominion. 


Allah alerted us afterwards, 


... y vt.. 


Surely, His is the creation and commandment, 
the dominion and the decision. 

Allah said next, 

(oi) t_/j aUI .. 

Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the all that exists! 
which is similar to the Ayah, 

f Lalull ^ 

Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven big 
stars. (25:61) 
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Abu Ad-Darda' said a supplication, that was also 
attributed to the Prophet, 

1*0 £311 

a3S Jjudll (jjO liL JjC-lj 

0 Allah! Yours is all the kingdom, all the praise, 
and Yours is the ownership of all affairs. I ask You 
for all types of good and seek refuge with You 
from all types of evil. 


" ^.0 > Cfc. £ > t 4 > 4 *» -' 0. >. 4 & & " # £ 0 ® > 0 4 

t - la. j ^ A_il A io-vj 1 <~_j. >* < Ajj l^c.^1 

7:55 Invoke your Lord Tadarru'an and Khufyah. He 
likes not the aggressors. 

i jt.ilj i r. - i 'ii ^-jVi ^ ijl^S Vj 

Ls-xiiaj 

7:56 And do not do mischief on the earth, after it 
has been set in order, and invoke Him with fear and 
hope. 

AUI J ,j) 

Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good- 
doers. 


Encouraging supplicating to Allah 


Allah commands His servants to supplicate to Him, for this will 
ensure their welfare in this life and the Hereafter. 

Allah said, 


4JSa.j lx.jjAai 1 jcol 

Invoke your Lord Tadarru'an and Khufyah, 
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meaning, in humbleness and humility. 
Allah said in a similar Ayah, 




And remember your Lord within yourself. (7:205) 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Musa Al- 
Ash' ari said, 


"The people raised their voices with supplications 
but the Messenger of Allah said, 

Uj ju u ;,y4 ^ i jwji ^isii 

<♦1* - - t 0 

i_uj3 ^)aiu QjC-Si (_ 5 .HI U] 



0 people! Take it easy on yourselves. Verily, you 
are not calling one who is deaf or absent, rather, 
the One you are calling is All-Hearer, Near (to His 
servants by His knowledge). 

Ibn Jarir said that, 

(Tadarru' an), 

means obeying Him in humility and 
humbleness, 

(and Khufyah), 

with the humbleness in your hearts and 
certainty of His Oneness and Lordship not 
supplicating loudly to show off. 


Forbidding Aggression in Supplications 


Allah's statement, 

( 0 0 ) V ajI 

He likes not the aggressors. 

Ata Al-Khurasani narrated from Ibn Abbas, who said 
about Allah's statement, 

"In the Du'a and otherwise." 
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Abu Mijlaz commented on, V <j) (He likes not 

the aggressors), 

"Such (aggression) as asking to reach the grade 
of the Prophets." 

Imam Ahmad narrated that Abu Ni'amah said that 
Abdullah bin Mughaffal heard his son supplicating, 

"0 Allah! I ask you for the white castle on the 
right side of Paradise, if I enter it." 

So Abdullah said, "O my son! Ask Allah for 
Paradise and seek refuge with Him from the Fire, 
for I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

j fix-.ill ^ (jj-iikj 

There will come some people who transgress in 
supplication and purification." 

Ibn Majah and Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith 
with a good chain that there is no harm in, and 
Allah knows best. 


The Prohibition of causing Mischief in the Land 


Allah said next, 

jkj 1 

And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been 
set in order, 

Allah prohibits causing mischief on the earth, 
especially after it has been set in order. When the 
affairs are in order and then mischief occurs, it 
will cause maximum harm to the people; thus 
Allah forbids causing mischief and ordained 
worshipping Him, supplicating to Him, begging 
Him and being humble to Him. 

Allah said, 


and invoke Him with fear and hope, 
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fearing what He has of severe torment and 
hoping in what He has of tremendous reward. 

Allah then said, 


( 0 1 ^ 'j jjg. aa .all i—UjS AM u! ... 

Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers. 

meaning, His mercy is for the good-doers who 
obey His commands and avoid what He 
prohibited. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

And My mercy envelopes all things. That 
(mercy) I shall ordain for those who who 
haveTaqwa. (7:156) 

Matar Al-Warraq said, 

"Earn Allah's promise by obeying Him, for He 
ordained that His mercy is near to the good- 
doers." 

Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement. 


o " o ^ o SS o.. ^ ^ o 2 • 

l j 

7:57 And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of 
glad tidings, going before His mercy (rain). 


H Qjpti cIL M idL VIS US Til 


S' 


Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud. We 
drive it to a land that is dead, then We cause water 
(rain) to descend thereon. Then We produce every 
kind of fruit therewith. 
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Oj’JZ JTjJI Jr JA ^ 

Similarly, We shall raise up the dead, so that you 
may remember or take heed. 

V <■—uik J t-Jjlall aLI)J 

'>4JVie& 

7:58 The vegetation of a good land comes forth 
(easily) by the permission of its Lord; and that 
which is bad, brings forth nothing but (a little) with 
difficulty. 


iVI 


'tliES 


Thus do We explain variously the Ayat for a people 
who give thanks. 


Among All ah's Signs, He sends down the Rain and brings forth| 


Allah tells; 


And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad 
tidings, 

After Allah stated that He created the heavens and earth 
and that He is the Owner and Possessor of the affairs 
Who makes things subservient (for mankind), He 
ordained that He be invoked in Du 'a, for He is able to 
do all things. Allah also stated that He is the Sustainer 
and He resurrects the dead on the Day of Resurrection. 

Here, Allah said that He sends the wind that 
spreads the clouds that are laden with rain. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 
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di (J^jj jjf Ad-ilf. 


And among His signs is this, that He sends the 
winds with glad tidings. (30:46) 

Allah's statement, 




going before His mercy, 
means, before the rain. 


Allah also said; 

^ ' j j' \j* 1^1aj2 \1a ^_yi C_Llxll J3"4 J 


And He it is Who sends down the rain after they 
have despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is 
Al-Wali (the Guardian), Al-Hamid (the 
praiseworthy). (42:28) 

ijl (_>ajVI j aIII ^j-jI?. J! 

jjpi jc. jAj 


Look then at the results of Allah's mercy, how He 
revives the earth after its death. Verily, that (is 
the one Who) shall indeed raise the dead, and He 
is able to do all things. (30:50) 

Allah said next, 

...VIS OIL IrJSt fi ySk 


Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud, 

when the wind carries clouds that are heavy with 
rain, and this is why these clouds are heavy, 
close to the earth, and their color is dark. 

Allah's statement, 


.ill) alviLi 
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We drive it to a land that is dead, 

that is, a dry land that does not have any 
vegetation. 

This Ayah is similar to another Ayah, 

lg Jm^.1 AjjUI AjI?. j 

And a sign for them is the dead land. We 
give it life. (36:33) 

This is why Allah said here, 

■ ilfiS ciiljlojll (JS jj-a aj ?.U<s3l aj 

Then We produce every kind of fruit therewith. Similarly, 
We shall raise up the dead. 

meaning, just as We bring life to dead land, We 
shall raise up the dead on the Day of 
Resurrection, after they have disintegrated. 

Allah will send down rain from the sky and the 
rain will pour on the earth for forty days. The 
corpses will then be brought up in their graves, 
just as the seeds become grow in the ground (on 
receiving rain). 

Allah often mentions this similarity in the Qur'an 
when He gives the example of what will happen 
on the Day of Resurrection, and bringing life to 
dead land, 

so that you may remember or take heed. 

Allah's statement, 

Ajj AjLjj i_ jLpalI jLUj 

The vegetation of a good land comes forth (easily) by 
the permission of its Lord; 

meaning, the good land produces its vegetation 
rapidly and proficiently. 
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Allah said in another Ayah (about Maryam, 
mother of ' Isa, peace be upon him); 


l U L'-K. tjtjj \ /? **\ \ j ( J 


He made her grow in a good manner. 
(3:37) 

The Ayah continues, 


1 ji£j Vj ^j ... 

and that which is bad, brings forth nothing but with 
difficulty. 

Mujahid, and others such as As-Sibakh, etc, also said 
this. 


(OA) 






Thus do We explain variously the Ayat for a people who 
give thanks. 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Musa said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


qa 4j 

tlS2l ciiiuta ?.Ua3l LiiLa liulSa Ujaj! 


The parable of the guidance and knowledge with 
which Allah has sent me is that of an abundant 
rain falling on a land, some of which was fertile 
soil that absorbed rain water and brought forth 
vegetation and grass in abundance. 


I jjj2ia (jjAllI ii)l cA . 


l^J-a llulSj 

\ ^> ‘i j 


And another portion of it was hard and held the 
rain water; and Allah benefited the people with it, 
they utilized it for drinking, making their animals 
drink from it, and for irrigation of the land for 
cultivation. 
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And a portion of it was barren which could neither 
hold the water nor bring forth vegetation. 


ale- j 'j »Q Aj Ail AjlSjj Ail ^ <33 jj-a Allji 

dlLaljf jll All jJj IaJ_J ABAj (j-* 

4_S 


The first is the example of the person who 
comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit 
which Allah sent me with, by learning and 
teaching others. The last example is that of a 
person who does not care for it and does not 
accept the guidance Allah sent me with. 


a m ljiii f -j3u us ajj jj auj a 

^sjJaC. c_j! Ac. L-flUkl o jJC- 4 _J| 

7:59 Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people and he said: 
"O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other 
god but Him. Certainly, I fear for you the torment of 
a Great Day!" 

paL a^ arjj di ,> bui uti 

7:60 The leaders of his people said: "Verily, we see 
you in plain error." 

yj(> J J 4LL-a (jj (Jpj f 


7:61 (Nuh) said: "O my people! There is no error in 
me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of all that 
exists! 






V U 411 JJttj J£1 j J&B 

'uj^ 

7:62 I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord 
and give sincere advice to you. And I know from 
Allah what you know not." 


The Story of Nuh and His People 


After Allah mentioned the story of Adam in the beginning of this 
Surah, He started mentioning the stories of the Prophets, the 
first then the latter of them. 

Allah mentioned the story of Nuh, because he was the first 
Messenger Allah sent to the people of the earth after Adam. His 
name was Nuh bin Lamak bin Matushalakh bin Khanukh. 

And Khanukh was, as they claim, the Prophet Idris. And Idris 
was the first person to write letters using pen, and he was the 
son of Barad bin Mahlil, bin Qanin bin Yanish bin Shith bin 
Adam, upon them all be peace. 

This lineage is mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishaq and other 
Imams who document lineage. 

Abdullah bin Abbas and several other scholars of Tafsir said 
that; 

the first idol worship began when some righteous people 
died and their people built places of worship over their 
graves. They made images of them so that they could 
remember their righteousness and devotion, and thus, 
imitate them. When time passed, they made statues of 
them and later on worshipped these idols, naming them 
after the righteous people: Wadd, Suwa, Yaghuth, 

Ya' uq and Nasr. 

After this practice became popular, Allah sent Nuh as a 
Messenger, all thanks are due to Him. 

Allah tells; 

... 'JIB 5 J\ Ikji l 3UJ 
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Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people and he said: 

Nuh commanded his people to worship Allah 
alone without partners, saying, 


fji v-fllsJ ( 


I C ,Yr- ^ II 


"O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but 
Him. Certainly, I fear for you the torment of a Great 
Day!" 

the torment of the Day of Resurrection, if you 
meet Allah while associating others with Him. 

4-aj3 jjx bCall (Jli 


The leaders of his people said; 

meaning, the general public, chiefs, commanders 
and great ones of his people said, 

(1.) ^iL arja til ... 

"Verily, we see you in plain error." 

because of your calling us to abandon the worship 
of these idols that we found our forefathers 
worshipping. 

This, indeed, is the attitude of evil people, for they 
consider the righteous people to be following 
misguidance. Allah said in other Ayat, 

jjjiLjal (jl 1 j3la 131 j 


And when they saw them, they said: "Verily, 
these have indeed gone astray!" (83:32) 


jlj 4_lll tiLa I (jjtiJ 1(Jlij 

3 ■ ~VL I _1_A . u3 4 j 1 jYig-i 


And those who disbelieve say of those who 
believe: "Had it been a good thing, they (the 
weak and poor) would not have preceded us 
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thereto!" And when they have not let themselves 
be guided by it (this Qur'an), they say: "This is an 
ancient lie!" (46:11) 

There are several other Ayat on this subject. 

("I Lj (Jls 


(Nuh) said: "O my people! There is no error in me, but I 
am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!" 


meaning, there is nothing wrong with me, but I 
am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists, 
Lord and King of all things, 


(“IT) (jjxlkj V Ua <111 (jja ^alc-t j ^1 j 


"I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and give 
sincere advice to you. And I know from Allah what you 
know not." 


This is the attribute of a Messenger, that he 
conveys using plain, yet eloquent words, offers 
sincere advice and is knowledgeable about Allah; 
indeed, no other people can compete with the 
Prophets in this regard. 


In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah said to his Companions on the Day of Arafah, 
when their gathering was as large as it ever was, 




0 people! You will be asked about me, so what 
will you say? 

They said, "We testify that you have conveyed 
and delivered (the Message) and offered sincere 
advice." 


So he kept raising his finger to the sky and 
lowering it towards them, saying, 


v/A l lyil lyil 


0 Allah! Bear witness, O Allah! Bear witness. 
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P^J cf^J L> jV u' fPl^ J* 

'. * - ° * ° XX x 1 **»sr 0 I*' r.-'t 

aMxJj I jiiiij a^jAIjj 

7:63 "Do you wonder that there has come to you a 
Reminder from your Lord through a man from 
among you, that he may warn you, so that you may 
fear Allah and that you may receive (His) mercy!" 

ppli 12>l j <4831 cJ ^ ppltj a^JI ijj-Si 

7:64 But they belied him, so We saved him and 
those along with him in the Fulk, and We drowned 
those who belied Our Ayat. 

- f 0 » » -it > = -* 4i 

fp- * 1 ] 

They were indeed a blind people. 


Allah said that Nuh proclaimed to his people, 


0 <*° ' ' f 

^ \ \ -*v r~- 


"Do you wonder...," 

do not wonder because of this. 


1 pjjj U -0 jSp i) 


...that there has come to you a Reminder from your Lord 
through a man from among you, that he may warn you, 
so that you may fear Allah, 

Surely, it is not strange that Allah sends down 
revelation to a man among you as mercy, 
kindness and compassion for you, so that he 
warns you that you may avoid Allah's torment by 
associating none with Him, 
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(It) ... 

"and that you may receive (His) mercy." 

Allah said, 




But they belied him, 

but they insisted on rejecting and opposing him, 
and only a few of them believed in him, as Allah 
stated in another Ayah. 

Allah said next, 

4 j>_a (jjjllj eljjkjtfl 

So We saved him and those along with him in the Fulk, 
(the ark), 

UjIjIj (JjaSI Uajc-f j ... 
And We drowned those who belied Our Ayat. 


Allah said in another Ayah, 

<111 O'® t jlj 1 1 Cala 

Tjl j. 


Because of their sins they were drowned, then 
they were admitted into the Fire. And they found 
none to help them instead of Allah. (71:25) 

Allah said, 

(It) (jj-aE. LajS ^jl 

They were indeed a blind people. 

meaning, blind from the Truth, unable to 
recognize it or find their way to it. 

Here, Allah said that He has taken revenge from 
His enemies and saved His Messenger and those 
who believed in him, while destroying their 
disbelieving enemies. Allah said in a another 

Ayah, 
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13L, j 111 


Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our 
Messengers. (40:51) 

This is Allah's Sunnah (way) with His servants, in 
this life and the Hereafter, that the good end, 
victory and triumph is for those who fear Him. For 
example, Allah destroyed the people of Nuh, and 
saved Nuh and his believing followers. 

Ibn Wahb said that he was told that Ibn Abbas 
said that; 

eighty men were saved with Nuh in the 
ship, one of them was Jurhum, who spoke 
Arabic. 

Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement, 
which was also narrated with a continuous 
chain of narration from Ibn Abbas. 


jA pic. Jfj 

7:65 And to 'Ad (the people. We sent) their brother 
Hud. 

OjS Mil l’J£ fj\ 'cU c. yi! 1 jiSit f ‘jSU JIS 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other god but Him. Will you then not have Taqwa!" 

juiiu di A-aji o-1 jj& icji jii 

04uiiii > djj 

7:66 The leaders of those who disbelieved among 
his people said: "Verily, we see you in foolishness, 
and verily, we think you are one of the liars." 
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MJ (> Ui^J J C^J (_>p f 

7:67 (Hud) said: "O my people! There is no 
foolishness in me, but (I am) a Messenger from the 
Lord of all that exists! 

p Ulj Jj oL,j 

7:68 "I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, 
and I am a trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for 
you. 

o Y " Y 0 ^ ^ * o A*" T" fo^o " -* f 

^ • U> J' 

0 ♦ J 


7:69 "Do you wonder that there has come to you a 
Reminder (and an advice) from your Lord through a 
man from among you to warn you! 

• o a*" y *" ^ o <* o - " 0 fcY " 1 * * Y 

^ pu elala. ^Niars I 

4_LajaiJ Jjl'kll 

And remember that He made you successors 
(generations after generations) after the people of 
Nuh and increased you amply in stature. 

411 iVli Ij'jSiU 

So remember the graces (bestowed upon you) from 
Allah so that you may be successful." 


The Story of Hud, Peace be upon Him, and the Lineage of the| 
People of v 


Allah says, 
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iiil ;> ^ u yii i f °ji g 'jis b > jr, 

( 10 ) 

And to Ad (the people, We sent) their brother Hud. He 
said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other 
god but Him. Will you then not have Taqwa!" 

Allah says, just as We sent Nuh to his people, 
similarly, to the 'Ad people, We sent Hud one of 
their own brethren. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the tribe of 'Ad were the 
descendants of 'Ad, son of Iram, son of 'Aws, son of 
Sam, son of Nuh. 

I say, these are indeed the ancient people of 'Ad 
whom Allah mentioned, the children of 'Ad, son 
of Iram who were living in the deserts with lofty 
pillars or statues. 

Allah said, 

tilj j (JjtS t ° Y JJ 

ciil j ^j)\ 


Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with Ad 
(people). Of Iram like (lofty) pillars. The like of 
which were not created in the land. (89:6-8), 

because of their might and strength. 


Allah said in another instance, 

ll« 1 jlllj £$kJ| Jx Zj t\ Js )JJ£Uk ilx. lltl 

1 j la Aiif jA I Alii jjt sj3 


As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land 
without right, and they said: "Who is mightier 
than us in strength!" 

See they not that Allah Who created them was 
mightier in strength than them. And they used to 
deny Our Ayat! (41:15) 


104 



The Land of Ad 


The people of 'Ad lived in Yemen, in the area of Ahqaf, which 
means sand mounds. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Abu At-Tufayl Amir bin 
Wathilah said that; 

he heard Ali (bin Abi Talib) saying to a man from 
Hadramawt (in Yemen), "Have you seen a red sand 
mound, where there are a lot of Arak and Lote trees in 
the area of so-and-so in Hadramawt? 

Have you seen it?" 

He said, "Yes, 0 Commander of the faithful! By Allah, 
you described it as if you have seen it before." 

Ali said, 'I have not seen it, but it was described to me." 

The man asked, "What about it, 0 Commander of the 
faithful?" 

Ali said, "There is the grave of Hud, peace be upon him, 
in its vicinity." 

Ibn Jarir recorded this statement, which gives the benefit 
of indicating that 'Ad used to live in Yemen, since 
Prophet Hud was buried there. Prophet Hud was among 
the noble men and chiefs of Ad, for Allah chose the 
Messengers from among the best, most honorable 
families and tribes. 

Hud's people were mighty and strong, but their hearts 
were mighty and hard, for they were among the most 
denying of Truth among the nations. 

Prophet Hud called 'Ad to worship Allah alone without 
partners, and to obey and fear Him. 


Debate between Hud and his People 


Allah tells; 

A-a j3 (j,o 1 j jaS (jj ill bCall (Jls 
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The leaders of those who disbelieved among his people 
said... 

meaning, the general public, chiefs, masters and 
commanders of his people said, 

(ii) 'jjjjissi 'qa a&a £\j ^ arja i3)... 

"Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think 
you are one of the liars." 

meaning, you are misguided because you call us 
to abandon worshipping the idols in order to 
worship Allah Alone. 

Similarly, the chiefs of Quraysh wondered at the 
call to worship One God, saying, 

1a*.j l$_ll Jkkl 

"Has he (Muhammad) made the gods (all) 
into One God!" (38:5) 

(1 V) (j-a u AaIIaji bj (Jli 

(Hud) said: "O my people! There is no foolishness in me, 
but (I am) a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!" 

Hud said, I am not as you claim. Rather, I 
brought you the Truth from Allah, Who created 
everything, and He is the Lord and King of all 
things, 

(1 A) (jjjJ Ijt j CLjf 

"I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, and I am a 
trustworthy adviser for you." 

These, indeed, are the qualities of the Prophets: 
conveying, sincerity and honesty, 

C 5 ^" L. y“ 3 r. j! 

"Do you wonder that there has come to you a Reminder 
from your Lord through a man from among you to warn 
you!" 
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Prophet Hud said, do not wonder because Allah 
sent a Messenger to you from among yourselves 
to warn you about Allah's Days (His torment) and 
meeting with Him. Rather than wondering, you 
should thank Allah for this bounty. 

.la-J (j-a f I ila. -v 

"And remember that He made you successors 
(generations after generations) after the people of 
Nuh..." 

meaning, remember Allah's favor on you in that 
He made you among the offspring of Nuh, 
because of whose supplication Allah destroyed the 
people of the earth after they defied and opposed 
him. 


■Oaj. aJ jjffikll 

"and increased you amply in stature." 

making you taller than other people. 

Similarly, Allah said in the description of Talut 
(Saul), 


a 1 nj^ll j al*31 *0a joiJ o j z 

And has increased him abundantly in 
knowledge and stature. (2:247) 

Hud continued, 


...4311 A] ljj&li... 

"So remember the graces (bestowed upon you) from 
Allah." 

in reference to Allah's favors and blessings 

(n) 


"so that you may be successful." 
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IjJjIj! e- ,\i» j j j Alii ,\i» *i] 

(j-a ClllS (jl IjA*j Cjj Uj 


\j2ki 


7:70 They said: "You have come to us that we 
should worship Allah Alone and forsake that which 
our fathers used to worship. So bring us that 
wherewith you have threatened us if you are of the 
truthful." 


o 0 # 4*0-*' - o <• ' *, <• 

S-^3C .J L>^J 

j °^ajt Ia j^mxuoi ^ 


i jl2 L q* All! 


7:71 (Hud) said: "Rijs (torment) and wrath have 
already fallen on you from your Lord. Dispute you 
with me over names which you have named — you 
and your fathers — with no authority from Allah 


jj jjVn ^1 1 QA ^\ 1 jjjsajtl 

Then wait, I am with you among those who wait." 

lixlafij l %a Ajla j A J.la.jt3 

1 Jjlj£ Uaj 1 


7:72 So We saved him and those who were with him 
out of mercy from Us, and We severed the roots of 
those who belied Our Ayat; and they were not 
believers. 




Allah mentions the rebellion, defiance and stubbornness 
|Hud's people, and their opposition to him, peace be upon him,| 


Allah said; 


ojk.j <111 .Im \\ I jjli^.1 1 jlli 
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They said: "You have come to us that we should worship 
Allah Alone," 

(V > ) duS (jl U(lxJ UaJ Ljjti Li^Lll ... 

and forsake that which our fathers used to worship. So 
bring us that wherewith you have threatened us if you 
are of the truthful." 

The disbelievers of Quraysh said, 

Lille, Qr* (jkll jA )AA uj 1 jlli .ilj 

ajll DjjI jl f Lalull jj-a SjLa^a. 

And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this 
(the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from 
You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or 
bring on us a painful torment." 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the people of Hud used 
to worship several idols, such as Suda, Samud and Al- 
Haba. 

This is why, 


... Jis 


(Hud) said: 

Hud, peace be upon him, said to them, 

o o a o 

L_b(*-^0 L>° ^ \JlC- £3 j ^3 

"Rijs and wrath have already fallen on you from your 
Lord." 


you deserve ‘ Rijs' from your Lord because of 
what you said. 


Ibn Abbas said that, 

'Rijs', means scorn and anger. 

yQi 3 La jxln AjoI eUajoif j^^iijlpLiji 
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"Dispute you with me over names which you have 
named -- you and your fathers." 

Hud said, do you dispute with me over these idols 
that you and your fathers made gods, even 
though they do not bring harm or benefit; did 
Allah give you authority or proof allowing you to 
worship them! 


Hud further said, 


(V ^ jj-a ^ ^1 1 jjiajjla ^jOalui qa Alii La 


"with no authority from Allah. Then wait, I am with you 
among those who wait." 

this is a threat and warning from the Messenger 
to his people. 


The End of Ad 


So Allah said; 

Uaj LjLIj (jjLll JjlL I ix]a3j LL La^jj Aj iIa (jjjll j 

(VY) (jjiaJj-a 


So We saved him and those who were with him out of 
mercy from Us, and We severed the roots of those who 
belied Our Ayat; and they were not believers. 

Allah mentioned several times in the Qur'an, the way the 
people of 'Ad were destroyed stating that He sent a 
barren wind that destroyed everything it passed by. 


Allah said in other Ayat, 

4-jjlx. 1 jlc. Lai J 

LajMi-\ ^LjI 4_nL jj JIL1 jV- 

iJ j)\ -v r.l ^_j|L ^C. 

jL|L Q-a ^ (_5 jj °J$a 
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And as for 'Ad, they were destroyed by a furious 
violent wind! They were subjected to it for seven 
nights and eight days in succession, so that you 
could see men lying overthrown (destroyed), as if 
they were hollow trunks of date palms! Do you 
see any remnants of them! (69:6-8) 

When 'Ad rebelled and transgressed, Allah destroyed 
them with a strong wind that carried them, one by one, 
up in the air and brought each one of them down on his 
head, thus smashing his head and severing it from its 
body. This is why Allah said, 

as if they were hollow trunks of date palms! 
(69:7) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that; 

'Ad used to live in Yemen between Oman and 
Hadramawt. They also spread throughout the 
land and defeated various peoples, because of the 
strength that Allah gave them. 

They used to worship idols instead of Allah, and 
Allah sent to them Prophet Hud, peace be upon 
him. He was from their most common lineage and 
was the best among them in status. 

Hud commanded them to worship Allah Alone and 
associate none with him. He also ordered them to 
stop committing injustice against the people. But 
they rejected him and ignored his call. They said, 

' Who is stronger than us!' 

Some of them, however, followed Hud, although 
they were few and had to conceal their faith. 
When 'Ad defied the command of Allah, rejected 
His Prophet, committed mischief in the earth, 
became arrogant and built high palaces on every 
high place -- without real benefit to them -- Hud 
spoke to them, saying, 
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j_jjA^kj ^jjAkij 

j^j^xjjal j 4ll jjJaJ 3 jgJaj IaI j 


"Do you build high palaces on every high 
place, while you do not live in them And 
do you get for yourselves palaces (fine 
buildings) as if you will live therein 
forever. And when you seize (somebody), 
seize you (him) as tyrants. 

Have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 
(26:128-131) 

However, 

jjc. ' ygj'r (3^ ‘‘'AW llSja. Aj^_i Ijlla 

33Ijjc-I V) u! All 

(■ jjojj l U^ju (jAutj 


They said: "0 Hud! No evidence have you 
brought us, and we shall not leave our 
gods for your (mere) saying! And we are 
not believers in you. All that we say is that 
some of our gods have seized you with 
evil." 


meaning, madness, 

JA JIS f jlu arjb.1 H\ 'Jj) 

llala (_gJ I jA^. ‘~.lj 4 ll Ag. jAjI 

I X ^jjAjSa AjjA (jj° 

JA Vl Aj'a ll 411 CAlTjS 

a.;5"'° a<a (j! ' i"-'.'- 1 


He said: "I call Allah to witness, and bear 
you witness that I am free from that which 
you associate with Him. So plot against 
me, all of you, and give me no respite. I 
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put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord! There is not a moving creature but 
He has the grasp of its forelock. Verily, my 
Lord is on the straight path (the truth)." 
(11:53-56) 


Story of the Emissary of Ad 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Harith Al-Bakri said: 

"I went to the Messenger of Allah to complain to him 
about Al-Ala bin Al-Hadrami. When I passed by the area 
of Ar-Rabdhah, I found an old woman from Bani Tamim 
who was alone in that area. She said to me, "O servant 
of Allah! I need to reach the Messenger of Allah to ask 
him for some of my needs, will you take me to him" 

So I took her along with me to Al-Madinah and found the 
Masjid full of people. I also found a black flag raised 
high, while Bilal was holding a sword before the 
Messenger of Allah. 

I asked, "What is the matter with the people?" 

They said, "The Prophet intends to send Amr bin AI-'As 
(on a military expedition) somewhere." 

So I sat down. When the Prophet went to his house, I 
asked for permission to see him, and he gave me 
permission. I entered and greeted him. He said, "Was 
there a dispute between you and Bani Tamim?" 

I said, "Yes. And we had been victorious over them. I 
passed by an old woman from Bani Tamim, who was 
alone, and she asked me to bring her to you, and she is 
at the door." 

So he allowed her in and I said, "O Allah's Messenger! 
What if you make a barrier between us and (the tribe of) 
Bani Tamim, such as Ad-Dahna' (Desert)?" 

The old woman became angry and opposed me. 

So I said, "My example is the example of a sheep that 
carried its own destruction. I carried this woman and did 
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not know that she was an opponent. I seek refuge with 
Allah and His Messenger that I become like the emissary 
of 'Ad.'" 

So the Prophet asked me about the emissary of 'Ad, 
having better knowledge in it, but he liked to hear the 
story again. 

I said, 

"Once, 'Ad suffered from a famine and they sent 
an emissary (to get relief), whose name was 
Qayl. Qayl passed by Mu'awiyah bin Bakr and 
stayed with him for a month. Mu'awiyah supplied 
him with alcoholic drinks, and two female singers 
were singing for him. When a month ended, Qayl 
went to the mountains of Muhrah and said, 

'O Allah! You know that I did not come here to 
cure an ill person or to ransom a prisoner. 0 
Allah! Give Ad water as You used to.' 

So black clouds came and he was called, 'Choose 
which one of them you wish (to go to ' Ad)!' 

So he pointed to one of the black clouds and he 
heard someone proclaiming from it, 'Take it, as 
ashes that will leave none in 'Ad.' 

And it has been conveyed to me that the wind 
sent to them was no more than what would pass 
through this ring of mine, but it destroyed them." 

Abu Wa'il said, 

"That is true. When a man or a woman would 
send an emissary, they would tell him, ' Do not 
be like the emissary of 'Ad (bringing disaster 
and utter destruction to them instead of relief).," 

Imam Ahmad collected this story in the Musnad. 

At-Tirmidhi recorded similar wording for it, as did 
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 
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1 Jjj 

7:73 And to Thamud (people. We sent) their brother 
Salih. 

4i <J\ ^ u aIii 'jis 

o i.S!S # V* ' 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other god but Him. Indeed there has come to you a 
clear sign from your Lord. 

Vj 4 ii jf j, *jstj Ujjia Xi'f. ^i 411 ? ja 

Ac- At-ji $ jIjjj Ia jj-uAj 

This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto you; so you 
leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and touch her 
not with harm, lest a painful torment should seize 
you. 

* o o " " o " o* i a 2 i ■" 

4lc 4xj (. Ahk aAlx ^ 4) ) 

UjV^J I <_> ^jAkjj (j^ajVl 

7:74 And remember when He made you successors 
(generations) after 'Ad and gave you habitations in 
the land, you build for yourselves palaces in plains, 
and carve out homes in the mountains. 

jjiA ^jVi <j i‘j^ v j 411 ;vr c i j'jSju 

So remember the graces (bestowed upon you) from 
Allah, and do not go about making mischief on the 
earth. 
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i jja ajj ,> \jjgLi bus jis 

■& <*" 0 $ *= * f * "t 0 Zf 0 * °* i" ° \ 

4_JJ QA (JjUJ^O 1 -Nj ><Q (jl (j^AlXJI XA )(. (_JAJ 

7:75 The leaders of those who were arrogant 
among his people said to those who were counted 
weak — to such of them as believed: "Know you 
that Salih is one sent from his Lord." 

Oji«> aa jyj tu tii ijis 

They said: "We indeed believe in that with which he 
has been sent." 

Oj'jLS aj •fSi.i; dj i jjssji '^1 jd 

7:76 Those who were arrogant said: "Verily, we 
disbelieve in that which you believe in." 

4i * " \" ? M <*" 0 o f o ^ " *1**\%\[ f * ^ 

ujjI ^juau j < jjo \ <jc. ) jjc. j A9 Liji ) 

Cl \\K q\ IjCxj 

7:77 So they killed the she-camel and insolently 
defied the commandment of their Lord, and said: "O 
Salih! Bring about your threats if you are indeed 
one of the Messengers (of Allah)." 


yr? 


a u £Siti 


7:78 So the earthquake seized them, and they lay 
(dead), prostrate in their homes. 


Thamud: Their Land and Their Lineage 


Scholars of Tafsir and genealogy say that (the tribe of Thamud 
descended from) Thamud bin Athir bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh, 
and he is brother of Jadis son of Athir, similarly the tribe of 
Tasm, and they were from the ancient Arabs, Al-Aribah, before 
the time of Ibrahim, Thamud came after 'Ad. They dwelled 
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between the area of the Hijaz (Western Arabia) and Ash-Sham 
(Greater Syria). 

The Messenger of Allah passed by the area and ruins of 
Thamud when he went to Tabuk (in northern Arabia) during 
the ninth year of Hijrah. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Umar said, 

"When the Messenger of Allah went to the area of Al-Hijr 
in Tabuk with the people, he camped near the homes of 
Thamud, in Al-Hijr and the people brought water from 
the wells that Thamud used before. They used that 
water to make dough and placed the pots (on fire) for 
cooking. However, the Prophet commanded them to spill 
the contents of the pots and to give the dough to their 
camels. He then marched forth with them from that area 
to another area, near the well that the camel (as will 
follow) used to drink from. He forbade the Companions 
from entering the area where people were tormented, 
saying, 


Ui T. Ua ; 


U u s cs -1 ! 


I fear that what befell them might befall you as well. 
Therefore, do not enter on them." 


Ahmad narrated that Abdullah bin Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said while in the Hijr area, 


IjSjSj I ji jSj (j! UI f UjA JSc. I U 

'£ ^ Ua (J1 l« ^ ' ,ji jff- I jijki Ua 


Do not enter on these who were tormented, unless you 
do so while crying. If you are not crying, then do not 
enter on them, so that what befell them does not befall 
you, as well. 

The basis of this Hadith is mentioned in Two Sahihs. 


The Story of Prophet Salih and Thamud 


Allah said, 
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And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih. 

meaning, to the tribe of Thamud, We sent their 
brother Salih, 


... aJi(> fS u ijijc .1 f °ji g jis... 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other 
god but Him." 

All Allah's Messengers called to the worship of 
Allah alone without partners. 

Allah said in other Ayat, 

111 Vl aJJ V All Ap, V) jJjLj UIujjI Uj 

* *0 . -t 

And We did not send any Messenger before you 
but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the 
right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me." 
(21:25) 

i - 3al| 1 j.'V'-vl j aIII IjAjC-I (jI V Alai (JS ^^3 ' jlxJ 3alj 

And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a 
Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), 
and avoid Taghut (all false deities)." (16:36) 


Thamud asked that a Camel appear from a Stone, and it did 


Prophet Salih said, 


511 4111 Aill oAJfc (j- 0 4 1J33 ... 

"Indeed there has come to you a clear sign from your 
Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto you;" 

meaning, a miracle has come to you from Allah 
testifying to the truth of what I came to you with. 

Salih's people asked him to produce a miracle and 
suggested a certain solid rock that they chose, which 
stood lonely in the area of Hijr, and which was called Al- 
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Katibah. They asked him to bring a pregnant camel out 
of that stone. 

Salih took their covenant and promises that if Allah 
answers their challenge, they would believe and follow 
him. When they gave him their oaths and promises to 
that, Salih started praying and invoked Allah (to produce 
that miracle). All of a sudden, the stone moved and 
broke apart, producing a she-camel with thick wool. It 
was pregnant and its fetus was visibly moving in its 
belly, exactly as Salih's people asked. This is when their 
chief, Jundu bin 'Amr, and several who followed him 
believed. 

The rest of the noblemen of Thamud wanted to believe 
as well, but Dhu'ab bin 'Amr bin Labid, Al-Habbab, who 
tended their idols, and Rabbab bin Sum'ar bin Jilhis 
stopped them. 

One of the cousins of Jundu bin 'Amr, whose name was 
Shihab bin Khalifah bin Mikhlat bin Labid bin Jawwas, 
was one of the leaders of Thamud, and he also wanted 
to accept the message. However, the chiefs whom we 
mentioned prevented him, and he conceded to their 
promptings. 

The camel remained in Thamud, as well as, its offspring 
after she delivered it before them. The camel used to 
drink from its well on one day and leave the well for 
Thamud the next day. They also used to drink its milk, 
for on the days she drank water, they used to milk her 
and fill their containers from its milk. 


Allah said in other Ayat, 


1 * - £0 9 


(JS ag jjj frUall 


a . f • ’ **'•' 

U> 


And inform them that the water is to be shared 
between (her and) them, each one's right to drink 
being established (by turns). (54:28) 




Here is a she-camel: it has a right to drink 
(water), and you have a right to drink (water) 
(each) on a day, known. (26:155) 
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The camel used to graze in some of their valleys, going 
through a pass and coming out through another pass. 
She did that so as to be able to move easily, because 
she used to drink a lot of water. She was a tremendous 
animal that had a strikingly beautiful appearance. When 
she used to pass by their cattle, the cattle would be 
afraid of her. 


When this matter continued for a long time and 
Thamud's rejection of Salih became intense, they 
intended to kill her so that they could take the water for 
themselves every day. It was said that all of them (the 
disbelievers of Thamud) conspired to kill the camel. 

Qatadah said that he was told that, 


"The designated killer of the camel approached 
them all, including women in their rooms and 
children, and found out that all of them agreed to 
kill her." This fact is apparent from the wording of 
the Ayat, 


I' I® ' •» O 0 f 2" 0 o -y~ ' o ' 4 -% % % J> 

lAljjaiS J tLA o jjLc.2 


Then they denied him and they killed it. So their 
Lord destroyed them because of their sin, and 
made them equal in destruction! (91:14) 


LgJ 1 jxllaa “Lillil Jj-aj Lillis. j 


And We sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear 
sign, but they did her wrong. (17:59) 


'A f. JJ-UJ La jjoixJ Alii ^^3 (JSIj LAjjJS 

(vrj 


so you leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and touch her 
not with harm, lest a painful torment should seize you. 


qa ^Jj (_pajVl jLc. pkj (jja (■ j| 1 j 

J, \°J^ Yj 4311 eVMj'jrAi 15ijjj JGaJI UJ^J LjJ 

(V £) jjA ajVl 
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And remember when He made you successors 
(generations) after 'Ad and gave you habitations in the 
land, you build for yourselves palaces in plains, and 
carve out homes in the mountains. So remember the 
graces (bestowed upon you) from Allah, and do not go 
about making mischief on the earth. 


(V4 j (Jjoijf LoJ Q Ijlli (j-a (Jjai^a y>JU-a (jl jj^al*jf 


The leaders of those who were arrogant among his 
people said to those who were counted weak -- to such 
of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one sent 
from his Lord." 


They said: "We indeed believe in that with which he has 
been sent." 


(VI) 4j °ailai y 1 jjjjll (JUS 

Those who were arrogant said: "Verily, we disbelieve in 
that which you believe in." 

Allah said here, 


... 4Stil! 1 jjtaa 


So they killed the she-camel, 

Therefore, these Ayat stated that the entire tribe shared 
in agreeing to this crime, and Allah knows best. 

j_j^a 1 1 1 jS (jl LaJ Ijjjl a 111 1 jllij (jC- IjJC-j 

^ V V ^ 

and insolently defied the commandment of their Lord, 
and said: "O Salih! Bring about your threats if you are 
indeed one of the Messengers (of Allah)." 

(va) (jj-ajiy yyyi y.ia 

So the earthquake seized them, and they lay (dead), 
prostrate in their homes. 
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Thamud kills the She-Camel 


Imam Abu Jafar Ibn Jarir and other scholars of Tafsir said that; 

the reason behind killing the camel was that a 
disbelieving old woman among them named Umm 
Ghanm Unayzah, the daughter of Ghanm bin Mijlaz, had 
the severest enmity among Thamud towards Salih, 
peace be upon him. She had beautiful daughters and she 
was wealthy, and Dhu'ab bin 'Amr, one of the leaders of 
Thamud, was her husband. 

There was another noblewoman whose name was Saduf 
bint Al-Muhayya bin Dahr bin Al-Muhayya, who was of 
noble family, wealthy and beautiful. She was married to 
a Muslim man from Thamud, but she left him. 

These two women offered a prize for those who swore to 
them that they would kill the camel. 

Once, Saduf summoned a man called Al-Habbab and 
offered herself to him if he would kill the camel, but he 
refused. So she called a cousin of hers whose name was 
Musaddi bin Mihraj bin Al-Muhayya, and he agreed. 

As for Unayzah bint Ghanm, she called Qudar bin Salif 
bin Jundu, a short person with red-blue skin, a bastard, 
according to them. Qudar was not the son of his claimed 
father, Salif, but the son of another man called, Suhyad. 
However, he was born on Salifs bed (and thus named 
after him). 

Unayzah said to Qudar, "I will give you any of my 
daughters you wish, if you kill the camel." 

Qudar bin Salif and Musaddi bin Mihraj went along and 
recruited several mischievous persons from Thamud to 
kill the camel. Seven more from Thamud agreed, and 
the group became nine, as Allah described, when He 
said, 

^5^ L) J V " a .' -la&J A A jAxIl ^3 (jlSj 

And there were in the city nine men, who made 
mischief in the land, and would not reform. 
(27:48) 
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These nine men were chiefs of their people, and they 
lured the entire tribe into agreeing to kill the camel. So 
they waited until the camel left the water well, where 
Qudar waited beside a rock on its path, while Musaddi 
waited at another rock. 

When the camel passed by Musaddi he shot an arrow at 
her and the arrow pierced her leg. At that time, Unayzah 
came out and ordered her daughter, who was among the 
most beautiful women, to uncover her face for Qudar, 
encouraging Qudar to swing his sword, hitting the camel 
on her knee. So she fell to the ground and screamed 
once to warn her offspring. Qudar stabbed her in her 
neck and slaughtered her. Her offspring went up a high 
rock and screamed. 

Abdur-Razzaq recorded from Ma'mar that someone 
reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basari that the offspring said, 

"O my Lord! Where is my mother?" 

It was said that her offspring screamed thrice and 
entered a rock and vanished in it, or, they followed it 
and killed it together with its mother. Allah knows best. 

When they finished the camel off and the news reached 
Prophet Salih, he came to them while they were 
gathered. When he saw the camel, he cried and 
proclaimed, ^ IjxjaS ("Enjoy yourselves in 

your homes for three days." (11:65) 


The Wicked Ones PloM^Cil^rophe^alih^u^h^Tormend 
descended on The ml's, z -% *. X=’. jr ■ » 


The nine wicked persons killed the camel on a Wednesday, and 
that night, they conspired to kill Salih. They said, 


"If he is truthful, we should finish him before we are 
finished. If he is a liar, we will make him follow his 
camel." 


: ^ 1 j .V. La 4_ll /jl aj A vT ' \ j a ..■) 

ujj aJa! 

V j tj!La IjjfLaj IJLa I jjfLaj 
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They said: "Swear one to another by Allah that 
we shall make a secret night attack on him and 
his household, and thereafter we will surely say to 
his near relatives: 'We witnessed not the 
destruction of his household, and verily, we are 
telling the truth.’" 

So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, 
while they perceived not. (27:49-50) 

When they conspired to kill Salih and gathered at night 
to carry out their plot, Allah, to Whom belongs all might 
and Who protects His Messengers, rained down stones 
that smashed the heads of these nine people before the 
rest of the tribe. 

On Thursday, the first of the three days of respite, the 
people woke up and their faces were pale (yellow), just 
as Prophet Salih had promised them. 

On the second day of respite, Friday, they woke up and 
found their faces had turned red. 

On the third day of the respite, Saturday, they woke up 
with their faces black. 

On Sunday, they wore the fragrance of Hanut (the 
perfume for enshrouding the dead before burial) and 
awaited Allah's torment and revenge, we seek refuge 
with Allah from it. 

They did not know what will be done to them or how and 
from where the torment would come. When the sun 
rose, the Sayhah (loud cry) came from the sky and a 
severe tremor overtook them from below; the souls were 
captured and the bodies became lifeless, all in an hour. 

^ (And they lay (dead), prostrate in 

their homes). 

They became dead and lifeless and none among them, 
whether young, old, male or female, escaped the 
torment. 

The scholars of Tafsir said that none from the offspring 
of Thamud remained, except Prophet Salih and those 
who believed in him. 


124 


A disbelieving man called Abu Righal was in the Sacred 
Area at the time and the torment that befell his people 
did not touch him. When he went out of the Sacred Area 
one day, a stone fell from the sky and killed him. 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma'mar said that Isma'il 
bin Umayyah said that; the Prophet passed by the 
gravesite of Abu Righal and asked the Companions if 
they knew whose grave it was. 

They said, "Allah and His Messenger know better." 


He said, 

AjiaaS All! !-^& 

A_aj3 <—Uo AjUas! 4 All! 4—itjic. All! 

-* -* " 1 ■* •* 0 <•»! o 1*0 % ' ' - - 

ajjAiilS 4i—lAJ jj-a ■ -— r - Ajla uAlA 

I jk'J=JLoli Ai- ! J^a: 


This is the grave of Abu Righal, a man from 
Thamud. He was in the Sacred Area of Allah and 
this fact saved him from receiving Allah's 
torment. When he went out of the Sacred Area, 
what befell his people also befell him. He was 
buried here along with a branch made from gold. 

So the people used their swords and looked for 
the golden branch and found it. 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma'mar said that Az- 
Zuhri said that; 

Abu Righal is the father of the tribe of 
Thaqif. 


2' <•-*(' o 4«^o. «} OM at.'' >< <•' 0*0.' 

^ i* n) .l&j lj ic- 

111 V j ^3 dia.j^aij 

7:79 Then he (Salih) turned from them, and said: "O 
my people! I have indeed conveyed to you the 
Message of my Lord, and have given you good 
advice, but you like not good advisers." 
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Allah tells; 


Then he (Salih) turned from them, and said: "0 my 
people! I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of 
my Lord, and have given you good advice, 

These are the words of admonishment that Salih 
conveyed to his people after Allah destroyed them 
for defying Him, rebelling against Him, refusing to 
accept the truth, avoiding guidance, and 
preferring misguidance instead. Salih said these 
words of admonishment and criticism to them 
after they perished, and they heard him (as a 
miracle for Prophet Salih from Allah). 

Similarly, it is recorded in the Two Sahihs that; 


after the Messenger of Allah defeated the 
disbelievers in the battle of Badr, he remained in 
that area for three days, and then rode his camel, 
which was prepared for him during the latter part 
of the night. He went on until he stood by the well 
of Badr (where the corpses of the disbelievers 
were thrown) and said, 


Ljj (jj Aj. lui Lj 4jjc- \j Lit 12 

Uo 2c. j l-« (Ja Lw 

^ JrlJ 


0 Abu Jahl bin Hisham! 0 Utbah bin Rabiah! O 
Shaybah bin Rabiah! Did you find what your Lord 
has promised you (of torment) to be true, for I 
found what my Lord promised me (of victory) to 
be true. 


Umar said to him, "O Allah's Messenger! Why do 
you speak to a people who have rotted?" 


He said, 

UJ-'-'T j U jjSlj Ua oJjj j 
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By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear 
what I am saying better than they, but they 
cannot reply. 


Similarly, Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said to his 
people, 


^3 dla-k.ajj V .iSl 


"I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of my Lord, 
and have given you good advice," 

but you did not benefit from it because you do 
not like the Truth and do not follow those who 
give you sincere advice, 

u£Tj... 


"but you like not good advisers." 


q \ >jj Ua A qll Yjjjtji (Jli Jll Uajlj 

7:80 And (remember) Lut, when he said to his 
people: "Do you commit lewdness such as none 
preceding you has committed in all of the nations! 

f Luull (j-a (jjjtlii 

7:81 "Verily, you practice your lusts on men instead 
of women. 

* o & o o ^ .f o 

UJ a <> ulA fj 3 ^ 

Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond 
bounds." 
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The Story of Prophet Lut, upon Him be Peace, and His People! 


Allah said, 

jjxalljtll jj-a .1^.! jj-a L*J 


La I aJJA 'Jll 'i LL,/j 

(A.) 


And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: "Do 
you commit lewdness such as none preceding you has 
committed in all of the nations! 


Lut (Lot) is the son of Haran the son of Azar (Terah), and 
he was the nephew of Ibrahim, peace be upon them 
both. 


Lut had believed in Ibrahim and migrated with him to the 
Sham area. Allah then sent Lut to the people of Sadum 
(Sodom) and the surrounding villages, to call them to 
Allah, enjoin righteousness and forbid them from their 
evil practices, their sin, and wickedness. In this area, 
they did things that none of the children of Adam or any 
other creatures ever did before them. They used to have 
sexual intercourse with males instead of females. This 
evil practice was not known among the Children of Adam 
before, nor did it even cross their minds, so they were 
unfamiliar with it before the people of Sodom invented it, 
may Allah's curse be on them. 

Amr bin Dinar commented on; 0*21*3) 22 ’<> L$j ^VY . » U 

(...as none preceding you has committed in all of the 
nations), 

"Never before the people of Lut did a male have 

sex with another male." 


This is why Lut said to them, 

(j*2U2l (j-a 0* j -1 A La a2^\\ 

a-LuLlI o j- 1 L>° 0 j2Lil 

"Do you commit lewdness such as none preceding you 
has committed in all of the nations Verily, you practice 
your lusts on men instead of women." 
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meaning, you left women whom Allah created for 
you and instead had sex with men! Indeed, this 
behavior is evil and ignorant because you have 
placed things in their improper places. Lut, peace 
be upon him, said to them: ^ u! 

("these (the girls of the nation) are my daughters 
(to marry lawfully), if you must act (so))." 
(15:71) So he reminded them of their women, 
and they replied that they do not desire women!, 

Ua liljl j ^ jj-o tiSjlAj ^ ID Uo l^3 1 jlli 

They said: "Surely, you know that we have 
neither any desire nor need of your daughters, 
and indeed you know well what we want!" 
(11:79) 

meaning, you know that we have no desire 
for women and you know what we desire 
with your guests. 

And Allah said; 

(A ^ ) (jja Jxiws (Jj ... 

Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond 
bounds." 


1 jlli (jf V] 4-)l l-aj 

S' * ( ° * ii 

UJ 


0 


7:82 And the answer of his people was only that 
they said: "Drive them out of your town, these are 
indeed men who want to be pure (from sins)!" 


Allah tells; 

; jQ (jx Ijlli jjf jjlS Uoj 

And the answer of his people was only that they said: 
"Drive them out of your town, these are indeed men who 
want to be pure (from sins)!" 
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So they answered Prophet Lut by trying to expel 
and banish him from their village, along with 
those who believed with him. 

Allah indeed removed Prophet Lut safely from among 
them, and He destroyed them in their land in disgrace 
and humiliation. 

They said (about Lut and the believers): 

(AY) ijijf °4-j) ... 

"These are indeed men who want to be pure (from 
sins)!" 

Qatadah commented, 

"They shamed them (Lut and the believers) with 
what is not a shame at all." 

Mujahid commented, 

"(Lut's people said about Lut and the believers,) 
They are a people who want to be pure from 
men's anuses and women's anuses!" 

Similar was narrated from Ibn Abbas. 


Cli3li£ aJaIj A Ijkjla 

7:83 Then We saved him and his family, except his 
wife; she was of the Ghabirin (those who lagged 
behind). 

aA - I j 


7:84 And We rained down on them a rain (of 
stones). Then see what was the end of the 
criminals. 
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Allah tells; 


<1aIj filijkjta 


Then We saved him and his family, except his wife; she 
was of the Ghabirin (those who lagged behind). 

Allah says, We saved Lut and his family, for only 
his household believed in him. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

jj-a ‘" X JJ JJC- Uai 

So We brought out from therein the 
believers. But We found not there any 
household of the Muslims except one (of 
Lut and his daughters). (51:35-36) 

Only his wife (from his family) did not believe, 
remaining on the religion of her people. She used 
to conspire with them against Lut and inform 
them of who came to visit him, using certain 
signals that they agreed on. This is why when Lut 
was commanded to leave by night with his family, 
he was ordered not to inform his wife or take her 
with him. 

Some said that she followed them, and when the 
torment struck her people, she looked back and 
suffered the same punishment as them. 

However, it appears that she did not leave the 
town and that Lut did not tell her that they would 
depart. So she remained with her people, as 
apparent from Allah's statement, 

(AV) jjjjJjJI qa d±ilS Ajf^al V)... 

except his wife; she was of the Ghabirin. 

meaning, of those who remained, or they say: of 
those who were destroyed, and this is the more 
obvious explanation. 
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Allah's statement, 


Ijla-a jl r - Ijjla-alj 


And We rained down on them a rain, 
is explained by His other statement, 

Jjkuai jjx l » jV- Ijjlaxt j 

>j3-»ll LfcA ^ J J ~ ' r - A^a^joix 


And rained on them stones of baked clay, 
in a well-arranged manner one after 
another. Marked from your Lord; and they 
are not ever far from the wrongdoers. 
(11:82-83) 

Allah said here, 


(A £) ^ AjsIc. 1 

Then see what was the end of the criminals. 

This Ayah means: 'See, O Muhammad, the end 
of those who dared to disobey Allah and reject His 
Messengers.' 

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, all 
recorded a Hadith (from) Ibn Abbas who said that 
Allah's Messenger said; 

Aj j (Jc.La3l | jliata iajj (_Ja£. (j-a 

Whoever is found doing the act of the people of 
Lut, then kill them; the doer and the one it is 
done to. 


j/i* J)j 


7:85 And to (the people of) Madyan, (We sent) their 
brother Shu' ayb. 
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* 0 ■% o a o " '' 6*1 ? -*o 4 0 ^ " *4 

a JJC. jLJ ^ 2 sJ La AM I Ij.Tc.) ^jSlj JL3 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other God but Him. 

V J 'tfjnSi'j 'JSI1 jijU <> a2j 3 

iu (jijVl ,J 1 _&J& Yj jAililt o-Ql 1 jAM 

■" . o £ o ^ .A- > o if oo A* *-+* ' -to j 

<j] ^ (Ah 

Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come 
unto you; so give full measure and full weight and 
wrong not men in their things, and do not do 
mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, 
that will be better for you, if you are believers. 


Story of Shuayb, upon him be Peace, and the Land of Madyan 


Allah says; 


I iix .Jij 


And to (the people of) Madyan, (We sent) their brother 
Shu' ayb. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 

"They (the people of Madyan) are the 
descendents of Madyan, son of Midyan, son of 
Ibrahim. Shu'ayb was the son of Mikil bin 
Yashjur. And in the Syrian language, his name 
was Yathrun (Jethro)." 

I (Ibn Kathir) say, 

Madyan was the name of the tribe and also a city 
that is close to Ma'an on route to the Hijaz (from 
Ash-Sham). 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

jjjjLII (j-a -La? 4_llc. S-Ls ■LiJ Lalj 
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And when he arrived at the water (a well) of 
Madyan he found there a group of men watering 
(their flocks). (28:23) 

They are also the people of Al-Aykah (the 
Woods), as we will mention later on, Allah willing, 
and our trust is in Him. 

... ;> ^ u Alii ]j^\ g 'ju ... 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other 
God but Him," 

and this is the call of all Messengers, 

^3 ... 

"Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come 
unto you;" 


meaning, 

'Allah has presented the proof and evidences of 
the truth of what I brought you.' 

He then advised and commanded them, 

... ^ill! 1 Yj u fjjAj lP' 1 jajts ... 


so give full measure and full weight and wrong not men 
in their things, 

meaning, to refrain from cheating people in 
buying and selling. 


They used to treacherously avoid giving full 
weight and measure. 


Allah said in other Ayat, Ifej (Woe to Al- 

Mutaffifin (those who give less in measure and 
weight)... (83:1) until He said, (before 

the Lord of all that exists). (83:6) 


jjjxoj-a Ssu I 1 j. It .iifll ^ J ... 

M 


and do not do mischief on the earth after it has been set 
in order, that will be better for you, if you are believers. 
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These Ayat contain a stern warning and sure promise 
that we ask Allah to save us from. 

Shu'ayb was called 'Speaker of the Prophets', because 
of his eloquent words and eloquent advice, and Allah 
stated that Shu'ayb said: 


jJjdjuo (JjAjuaJj QjApjJ jj V J 

jp- Aj 5-^ 

7:86 "And sit not on every road, threatening, and 
hindering from the path of Allah those who believe 
in Him, and seeking to make it crooked. 

UljS )JJ±\j •fSjSa iLJS JiS j! Ij'jfi! J 

AjlS_C. 

And remember when you were but few, and He 
multiplied you. And see what was the end of the 
mischief-makers. 

3M1.J <> tapj 1 •(& vpl ys J j 

* 0"* " 9- ' A'ltl " fc' 0 ' fr' 1 * o 4® o o o 

jAJ ^ LS- 1 ^ 1 ^ 


7:87 "And if there is a party of you who believes in 
that with which I have been sent and a party who 
does not believe, so be patient until Allah judges 
between us, and He is the best of judges." 


Prophet Shu'ayb forbade his people from setting up blockades 
on the roads, saying, 


UJ Tj' (A'T V 


"And sit not on every road, threatening," 
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According to As-Suddi, 

threatening people with death if they do not give 
up their money, as they were bandits, 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and several others commented: 

the believers who come to Shu'ayb to follow 
him." 

The first meaning is better, because Prophet Shu'ayb 
first said to them, ^ j^ JSj ("on every road..."). He then 
mentioned the second meaning, 

LgJj*JJj Aj jj-al (jx Alll jJjAui 


"and hindering from the path of Allah those who believe 
in Him, and seeking to make it crooked." 


meaning, you seek to make the path of Allah 
crooked and deviated. 

... ^ ljj&ij... 

"And remember when you were but few, and He 
multiplied you." 

meaning, you were weak because you were few. 

But you later on became mighty because of your 
large numbers. Therefore, remember Allah's 
favor. 

(Al) (jjAuiVoll Ajfllc. jlS uj£ 1 Jjlajl j ... 
"And see what was the end of the mischief-makers." 


from the previous nations and earlier generations. 
See the torment and punishment they suffered, 
because they disobeyed Allah and rejected His 
Messengers. 


Shu' ayb continued; 

jsl AijOaj djLoijf (_£ jllj I .a AijOa (jlS jjl j 


"And if there is a party of you who believes in that with 
which I have been sent and a party who does not 
believe," 
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that is, if you divided concerning me, 


... ... 


"so be patient," 

that is, then wait and see, 


Liiij aIII 


"until Allah judges between us," (and you), 

(AV) jAj 


"and He is the best of judges." 

Surely, Allah will award the best end to those who 
fear and obey Him and He will destroy the 
disbelievers. 


(.- m Sit j 4a^ja 1 j bCJI (Jli 

1 jjlLq jl i^ja til xa j 

7:88 The chiefs of those who were arrogant among 
his people said: "We shall certainly drive you out, O 
Shu'ayb and those who have believed with you 
from our town, or else you (all) shall return to our 
religion." 

'c&jZ yJ us 

He said: "Even though we hate it!" 

si iu •fSsL j o'i. a tiis 4I11 j* sya j 

iiii 


7:89 "We should have invented a lie against Allah if 
we returned to your religion, after Allah has 
rescued us from it. 
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Ujj a 3JI j! VI fes jt ^ t).JQ 

And it is not for us to return to it unless Allah, our 
Lord, should will. 

Lalp $■ is *^ ^ J £-yJ J 

Our Lord comprehends all things in His knowledge. 

Pi Je. 

In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. 

orv l&j '- AJ ^ ^ 4u 

Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in 
truth, for You are the best of those who give 
judgment." 


Allah describes the way the disbelievers answered His Prophet 
Shu'ayb and those who believed in him, by threatening them 
with expulsion from their village, or with forceful reversion to 
the disbeliever's religion. 


Allah tells, 


ljUl 






4 U 5 S 1jj 2SJ (jjJ bull JIS 

IjjiLs ^3 (jJjij] jt IjjjjS qa lilx-a 


The chiefs of those who were arrogant among his people 
said: "We shall certainly drive you out, O Shu'ayb and 
those who have believed with you from our town, or else 
you (all) shall return to our religion." 

The chiefs spoke the words mentioned here to the 
Messenger Shu'ayb, but intended it for those 
who followed his religion too. 

The statement, 
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(aa) ’jTjt JIS ... 







He said: "Even though we hate it!" 

means, would you force us to do that, even 
though we hate what you are calling us to! 

Alll j! Siu ^ Ij^C. (_j) liiS Alii ^3 

"We should have invented a lie against Allah if we 
returned to your religion, after Allah has rescued us from 
it. 


Certainly if we revert to your religion and accept 
your ways, we will have uttered a tremendous lie 
against Allah by calling partners as rivals to Him, 

... l4j ill! J Vl Jjlc J in C.J ... 

And it is not for us to return to it unless Allah, our Lord, 
should will. 

This part of the Ayah refers all matters to Allah's will, 
and certainly, He has perfect knowledge of all matters 
and His observation encompasses all things, 

Laic. (JS lljj 

Our Lord comprehends all things in His 
knowledge. 

... U&jiAll! Jc. ... 


In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. 

concerning all our affairs, what we practice of 
them and what we ignore, 

(jjsJL LLaji Lwj ^ia! .0 ... 

Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in truth, 

judge between us and our people and give us 
victory over them, 

jAi. dlifj ... 

for You are the best of those who give judgment. 

and You are the Most Just Who never wrongs any 
in His judgment. 
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j&a (jS ^ ,> i ban 'jiij 

tii 


UJ>“ 

7:90 The chiefs of those who disbelieved among his 
people said (to their people): "If you follow 
Shu' ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!" 

0.1 * 0 > J»A jji I jkjla tl <akjll 

7:91 So the earthquake seized them and they lay 
(dead), prostrate in their homes. 

0^1 fes Vj3b JJ 0 tS Oi 1 j£S 

7:92 Those who belied Shu'ayb, became as if they 
had never dwelt there (in their homes). 

1 jSlS 1 

Those who belied Shu'ayb, they were the losers. 

J ^ Jjfl 

7:93 Then he (Shu'ayb) turned from them and said: 

- .0J.1 o 4 «-l > o''' H' -t - o i«^o. -to f o *.-l o *- 

(. l lau^gLlj J (. L-L-Ui^J pS jj) Ol 

OJ^ fJ® 

"O my people! I have indeed conveyed my Lord's 
Messages unto you and I have given you good 
advice. Then how can I grieve over people who are 
disbelievers." 


Allah tells, 

IjjlS (jjjll bL«ll (Jlij 

The chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people 
said (to their people): 
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Allah describes the enormity of disbelief, rebellion, 
transgression and misguidance (of Shu'ayb's people) 
and the defiance of truth encrypted in their hearts. They 
vowed, saying, 


0 *) 'uj>£ 3 °r^! ^ ... 

"If you follow Shu'ayb, be sure then you will be the 
losers!" 

Allah answered them, 

So the earthquake seized them and they lay (dead), 
prostrate in their homes. 

Allah said that the earthquake shook them, as 
punishment for threatening to expel Shu'ayb and 
his followers. 


Allah mentioned their end again in Surah Hud, 

Ajua 1_jial?. (jjjllj I 1AX juj Ijj^j tijJi ;ik iHj 
1 .all A a. L .all Italia (jjjll ili-idl j Xaa 

fA j-li ^ 


And when Our commandment came, We 
saved Shu'ayb and those who believed 
with him by a mercy from Us. And the 
Sayhah (loud cry) seized the wrongdoers, 
and they lay (dead) prostrate in their 
homes. (11:94) 

This Ayah mentions the Sayhah (cry) that 
struck them after they mocked Shu'ayb, 
saying, (Does your Salah 

(prayer) command you...11:87), so it was 
befitting to mention here the cry that 
made them silence. 

In Surah Ash-Shu'ara, Allah said, 

^ LjIjc. But they belied 

him, so the torment of the Day of Shadow (a 
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gloomy cloud) seized them. Indeed that was the 
torment of a Great Day. (26:189) because they 
challenged Shu'ayb, fULJl IL-S l '!& Mwti ("So 
cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you 
are of the truthful!)" (26:187). 

Therefore, Allah stated that each of these forms 
of punishment struck them on the Day of the 
Shadow. 

First, 4-^' fji So the torment of the 

Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them 
(26:189), when a gloomy cloud came over them 
(containing) fire, flames and a tremendous light. 

Next, a cry from the sky descended on them and 
a tremor shook them from beneath. 
Consequently, their souls were captured, their 
lives were taken and their bodies became idle, 
ls* Ija-Luali (and they lay (dead), 
prostrate in their homes). 

Allah said next, 


1 ^3 jjlS l JJl* 2i 1 


Those who belied Shu'ayb, became as if they had never 
dwelt there (in their homes). 

meaning, after the torment seized them, it looked 
as if they never dwelled in the land from which 
they wanted to expel their Messenger Shu'ayb 
and his followers. 


Here, Allah refuted their earlier statement, 

0 1 jjlS l jjj. -r. IjjjS 

Those who belied Shu'ayb, they were the losers. 
Allah tells; 


... lP j 

Then he (Shu'ayb) turned from them and said: 
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Prophet Shu'ayb, peace be upon him, turned 
away from his people after the torment, 
punishment and destruction struck them, 
admonishing and censuring them by saying to 
them, 


■ ^ajj Jial pji U ... 

"O my people! I have indeed conveyed my Lord's 
Messages unto you and I have given you good advice." 

Shu'ayb said, I have conveyed to you what I was 
sent with, so I will not feel any sorrow for you 
since you disbelieved in what I brought you, 

0 r ) tjc. UySa ... 

"Then how can I grieve over people who are 
disbelievers!" 


14&1 u&J yj y <> ,ji uiLji t»j 

TS S . 

(J Jp- J^ f I J 


7:94 And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and 
they denied him), but We seized its people with 
Ba'sa' and Darra', so that they might humble 
themselves (to Allah). 

IfU *41 jllij 1 JSC Jl*. aSLJI jir. oi p 

V O } ' *» ^.0. " 0 * ^9 •% f> Ti J *4 * T£ # *4 4 'J" 4 " 1 " 

J Aliiu vWLS J U£Ui£ 

UJJ*^ 

7:95 Then We changed the evil for the good, until 
they 'Afaw (increased), and said: "Our fathers 
were touched with evil and with good." So We 
seized them all of a sudden while they were 
unaware. 
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Afflictions that struck Earlier Nations 


Allah says; 

J'Jja IIJ I^SaI ISkt H\ ^ t> Ajji ^ OLijt U.J 

* ) jjfcjlaJ 

And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied 
him), but We seized its people with Ba'sa' and Darra', 
so that they might humble themselves (to Allah). 

Allah mentions the Ba'sa' and Darra' that struck 
the earlier nations to whom He sent Prophets. 

Ba'sa', refers to the physical sicknesses and 
ailments that they suffered, while Darra', refers 
to the poverty and humiliation that they 
experienced, 4^ (so that they might 

humble themselves) supplicate, humble 
themselves and invoke Allah, that He might 
remove the afflictions that they suffered from. 

This Ayah indicates that Allah sent down severe 
afflictions to them so that they might invoke Him, but 
they did not do what He ordered them. Therefore, He 
changed the affliction into prosperity to test them, 

A '\, Q-vtl 4 ‘\y .,11 jjlSla Ijllj aJ 


Then We changed the evil for the good, 

Therefore, Allah changed the hardship into 
prosperity, disease and sickness into health and 
well-being, and poverty into richness in provision, 
so that they might be thankful to Allah for this, 
but they did none of that. 

Allah's statement, 

... ... 


until they ' Afaw, 

refers to increase in numbers, wealth and 
offspring. 
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Allah said next, 


f.ljjaJlj f 1 y. ^all ljf.0 (jj-a 


... and they said: "Our fathers were touched with evil 
and with good." 

He tested them with this (afflictions) and that 
(ease and abundance) so that they may humble 
themselves and repent to Him. However, they 
failed both tests, for neither this nor that 
compelled them to change their ways. 

They said, "We suffered Ba'sa' and Darra', but 
prosperity came afterwards, just as like our 
forefathers in earlier times." "Therefore," they 
said, "it is a cycle where we sometimes suffer a 
hardship and at other times, we enjoy a bounty." 

However, they did not comprehend Allah's 
wisdom, nor the fact that He is testing them in 
both cases. To the contrary, the believers are 
grateful to Allah in good times and practice 
patience in hard times. 


In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that says; 

t<l I (jlS ill »ljJa3 Al *&l j U (jjOj-alJ ' y*- 
f-ljjJa ^jlj • 

Al IjAa. (jlj • 


The matter of the believer is amazing, for nothing 
that Allah decrees for him, but it is better for him. 

• If a Darra' (harm) strikes him, he is 
patient, and this is better for him, 

• if he is given Sarra' (prosperity), he 
thanks (Allah) for it and this is better for 
him. 


The believer, therefore, is aware of the test 
behind the afflictions whether it may be 
prosperity or adversity that Allah sends to him, as 
well as the blessings. 
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Similarly, in another Hadith, 


4> ®. l « ' -» o. " gl" 

QA biLS ^ <^-12. 


;iL3! 3'jll 


The believer will continue to be tested by 
afflictions until he ends up pure from sin. 


Uj a 3 a! 4_lajj j»j2 U jLa^l JxaS aJjjj Jjil-Lallj 


And the parable of the hypocrite is that of a 
donkey, it does not know why its owners tied it or 
released it. 


Allah said next, 


®) (jV jaA J Ajkj jaAlj-lili 


So We seized them all of a sudden while they were 
unaware. 


meaning, We struck them with punishment all of 
a sudden, while they were unaware. 


A Hadith describes sudden death, 


jilSIl 1_Lujf jjall Clljja 


Sudden death is a mercy for the believer, but a 
sorrowful punishment for the disbeliever. 


CiTy ^ 1 ^ jSl 'JaI y °j3j 

1 jSis Oj o ^ 4 Jbkti 1 jj s ^ j£jj ^jVij f LLsi y* 

7:96 And if the people of the towns had believed 
and had Taqwa, certainly. We should have opened 
for them blessings from the heaven and the earth, 
but they belied (the Messengers). So We took them 
(with punishment) for what they used to earn. 
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JJbj tii ULG (jf Jjti &t O-H 

7:97 Did the people of the towns then feel secure 
against the coming of Our punishment by night 
while they were asleep! 

j UuiLj (ji Ci JAI (JA\ 

7:98 Or, did the people of the towns then feel 
secure against the coming of Our punishment in the 
forenoon while they were playing! 

aIii i JA it 

7:99 Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan! 

Oj'j-G-JI V) 411 [>t Mi 

None feels secure from Allah's plan except the 
people who are the losers. 


Blessings come with Faith, while Kufr brings Torment 


Allah mentions here the little faith of the people of the towns to 
whom He sent Messengers. In another instance, Allah said, 


i ja*. cj 'uAj 'fj i Vi gg*g xij ggg yjk 

|jj^. ^1 ^AGkGaj Gj-lll S jGGl jG-ll c_ll Jc. agJC. 


Was there any town (community) that believed (after 
seeing the punishment), and its faith (at that moment) 
saved it (from the punishment) -- Except the people of 
Yunus; when they believed, We removed from them the 
torment of disgrace in the life of the (present) world, and 
permitted them to enjoy for a while. (10:98) 

This Ayah indicates that no city believed in its entirety, 
except the city of Prophet Yunus, for they all believed 
after they were stricken by punishment. 
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Allah said (about Prophet Yunus), 

jjjAjjj jt i_alt AjLo ^1 j 

jjJ^ <^J 1 jiaQ 

And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) 
or even more. And they believed; so We gave 
them enjoyment for a while. (37:147-148) 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

jjjj jjx (_gj UL.J U«j 


And We did not send a warner to a township.... 
(34:34) 

Allah said here, 

... Ijfilj 1 </jS3l 'JaI y ’jTj 


And if the people of the towns had believed and had 

Taqwa... 

meaning their hearts had faith in what the 
Messenger brought them, believed and obeyed 
him, and had Taqwa by performing the acts of 
obedience and abstaining from the prohibitions, 

Ij Lajoill jj-a dllSjJ ..'It-- I ... 

We should have opened for them blessings from the 
heaven and the earth, 

in reference to the rain that falls from the sky and 
the vegetation of the earth. 

Allah said, 

(<U) (jjiu&j 1 jilS Uj 1 jjjS jSJj ... 

but they belied (the Messengers). So We took them 
(with punishment) for what they used to earn. 

They denied their Messengers, so that We 
punished them and sent destruction on them as a 
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result of the sins and wickedness that they 
earned. 

Allah then said, while warning and threatening against 
defying His orders and daring to commit His prohibitions, 

... (Ja! (jjatl! 


Did the people of the towns then feel secure! 


meaning the disbelievers among them, 


liuL (jjT 


that should come to them our punishment, 
Our torment and punishing example, 


.... fcljj... 


Bayatan, 

during the night, 


V) °r^J .. 

(“\ Al aA J HjjiLj jjt (_£ ^31 (JaI (j«ot jl 


while they were asleep. 

Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against 
the coming of Our punishment in the forenoon while they 
were playing! 

while they are busy in their affairs and unaware. 

... Alii Ijlatil 

Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan! 

His torment, vengeance, and His power to destroy 
them while they are inattentive and heedless, 

(‘H) 'oJjJU £21 VJ All! 

None feels secure from Allah's plan except the people 
who are the losers. 
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Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 

"The believer performs the acts of worship, all the 
while feeling fear, in fright and anxiety. The Fajir 
(wicked sinner, or disbeliever) commits the acts 
of disobedience while feeling safe (from Allah's 
torment)!" 


o .»> o } -,o' f > T 

£ Lujj 


7:100 Is it not a guidance for those who inherit the 
earth from its previous inhabitants that had We 
willed. We would have punished them for their sins. 

' f'O' if 0*-i0 

7 ^ jia (jjfr J 

And We seal up their hearts so that they hear not. 


Allah says, 


?.Uij jl (jf IjjJ&t j_)JajVl ijyji OiQ Aw 

...A-Aa? 


Is it not a guidance for those who inherit the earth from 
its previous inhabitants that had We willed, We would 
have punished them for their sins. 

Ibn Abbas commented on Allah's statement, bi" AW 
j*j ija oAtt (Is it not a guidance for those who 
inherit the earth from its previous inhabitants. ..), 

"(Allah says,) did We not make clear to them that 
had We willed, We would have punished them 
because of their sins!" 


Mujahid and several others said similarly. 

Abu Jafar bin Jarir At-Tabari explained this Ayah, 
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"Allah says, ' Did We not make clear to those who 
succeeded on the earth after destroying the 
previous nations who used to dwell in that land. 
Then they followed their own ways, and behaved 
as they did and were unruly with their Lord. (Did 
We not make clear to them) that, f Ljj jl <j' 

(that had We willed, We would have 
punished them for their sins) by bringing them 
the same end that was decreed for those before 
them, 


... (=^J^ ... 


And We seal up their hearts, 

We place a cover over their heart, 

( 1 • • ) (j ja^ a lu J V ... 


so that they hear not, 


words of advice or reminding'" 


I say that similarly, Allah said, 

OJJ 3 ^ L>° pgfo l&Iaj °aS ^$2 OgJ 




Is it not a guidance for them: how many 
generations We have destroyed before them, in 
whose dwellings they walk Verily, in this are signs 
indeed for men of understanding. (20:128) 

Cl iIjV lillj ^^3 jjl jLg j£l 1 iLa 



Is it not a guidance for them: how many 
generations We have destroyed before them in 
whose dwellings they do walk about Verily, 
therein indeed are signs. Would they not then 
listen! (32:26) 


J< ‘ a A ^3 jj ^ya Ua (_Jj3 ^ya ~ . as! 
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Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not 
leave (the world for the Hereafter). And you dwelt 
in the dwellings of men who wronged themselves! 
(14:44-45) 


Also, Allah said, 

1 ^a-ui j j! .1^.1 pg la (Ja |jj3 1 j-a USW 

fjSj 


And how many a generation before them have We 
destroyed! Can you find a single one of them or 
hear even a whisper of them! (19:98) 

meaning, do you see any of them or hear 
their voices. 

There are many other Ayat that testify that 
Allah's torment strikes His enemies, while His 
bounty reaches His faithful believers. Thereafter 
comes Allah's statement, and He is the Most 
Truthful, the Lord of all that exists, 


tililc. ^yak !aj tiHj 

7:101 Those were the towns whose story We relate 
unto you. 

LaJ 1 jiajj] 1 Jjlf£ Uai ell Vnllj liiS j 

And there came indeed to them their Messengers 
with clear proofs, but they were not such who 
would believe in what they rejected before. 

c_)jla 'iAV'K 

Thus Allah does seal up the hearts of the 
disbelievers. 
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' S" 0 o £ t S''* 0 ^ ' \" ' 

j-£sl UA^.j Q ]j U^-C- qa 2& < ji-l)[ j Laj 

div ^ 

7:102 And most of them We found not true to their 
covenant, but most of them We found indeed 
rebellious. 


After narrating the stories of the people of Prophets Nuh, Hud, 
Salih, Lut and Shu'ayb, destroying the disbelievers, saving the 
believers, warning these nations by explaining the truth to them 
with the evidence sent in the words of His Messengers, may 
Allah's peace and blessings be on them all, Allah said; 

■ , A°["\ 

Those were the towns that We relate to you (0 
Muhammad), 

... 'dd ‘qa ... 


their story, (and news), 


And there came indeed to them their Messengers with 
clear proofs, 

and evidences of the truth of what they brought 
them. 




Allah said in other Ayah, 


V jjoi j n l-« j 


And We never punish until We have sent a 
Messenger (to give warning). (17:15) 


and, 

- ■ 

■lu 


.j §sGjl jjja 

x ssSjf 1 jxDa j5 1 V-'IU Us j 
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That is some of the news of the towns 
which We relate unto you; of them, some 
are standing, and some have been reaped. 
We wronged them not, but they wronged 
themselves. (11:100-101) 

Allah said 


... £JjS qa 1 jj Uoj 1 1 jJlS Ui ... 


but they were not such who would believe in what they 
had rejected before. 

According to the Tafsir of Ibn Atiyyah, 

meaning they would not have later on believed in 
what the Messengers brought them, because they 
denied the truth when it first came to them 
(although they recognized it), 


This explanation is sound, and is supported by 
Allah's statement, 




And what will make you perceive that if it 
came, they will not believe. And We shall 
turn their hearts and their eyes away 
(from guidance), as they refused to 
believe therein for the first time. (6:109- 
110 ) 


This is why Allah said here, 

l_i jla tjz- aIII jS. 

Uoj 


Thus Allah does seal up the hearts of the disbelievers. 
And most of them We found not... 


meaning, We did not find most of the previous 
nations, 
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p < Y ) (jjiyilll JjSt Liii. j (jl j jj-a 


true to their covenant, but most of them We found to 
indeed be rebellious. 


This Ayah means, We found most of them to be 
rebellious, deviating away from obedience and 
compliance. 


The covenant mentioned here is the Fitrah that Allah 
instilled in them while still in their fathers' loins, and 
taking their covenant, that He is their Lord, King, and 
that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. 
They affirmed this covenant and testified against 
themselves to this fact. However, they defied this 
covenant, threw it behind their backs and worshipped 
others besides Allah, having no proof or plea, nor 
support from rationality or by divine law. Surely, the 
pure Fitrah defies these actions, while all the honorable 
Messengers, from beginning to end, forbade them. 


Muslim collected the Hadith, 

(jjJaLliiil Iila. <■“ial^LxJ JjSJ 

cJLJ Lio / ■ . t **'^ ^ Ni l 1 T 


Allah said, "I created My servants Hunafa 
(monotheists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion and prohibited 
them what I allowed them." 


It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, 

j ■ j o j 

uajajj 


Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his 
parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian or a 
Zoroastrian. 
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ajXcj J) J (j^ 1 lUt \ ^aJ 

^JL^S! Ajii_c. jtS Lfl£ °j^li 1 

7:103 Then after them We sent Musa with Our signs 
to Fir'awn and his chiefs, but they wrongfully 
rejected them. So see how was the end of the 
mischief-makers! 


Story of Prophet Musa, upon him be Peace, and Fir'awn 


Allah said, 


QA Llij 


Then after them We sent, 

after the Messengers whom We mentioned, such as Nuh, 
Hud, Salih Lut and Shu'ayb (may Allah's peace and 
blessings be on them and the rest of Allah's Prophets), 
We sent, 

IjjIjIj ujj-a ... 


Musa with Our signs, 

proofs and clear evidences, 


... OjpJ tPI... 


to Fir' awn, 

who was ruler of Egypt during the time of Musa, 


and his chiefs, 

the people of Fir'awn, 


I ^ \ 1 j, 


but they wrongfully rejected them, 

they denied and disbelieved in the signs, out of 
injustice and stubbornness on their part. 
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Allah said about them in another Ayah, 


'jis °J £\i YJL'j um 


"0 " . 


4 \'i r. 


And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully 
and arrogantly, though they were themselves 
convinced thereof. So see what was the end of 
the evildoers. (27:14) 

The Ayah says, 'those who hindered from the 
path of Allah and belied in His Messengers, look 
how We punished them, We caused them to 
drown, all of them, while Musa and his people 
were watching.' Public drowning added disgrace 
to the punishment that Fir'awn and his people 
suffered, while adding comfort to the hearts of 
Allah's party, Musa and those people who 
believed in him. 


(IT) (Jj/u nVxi’ll 4_ialc. (jlS i y jIViU ... 
So see how was the end of the mischief-makers! 


1 " *1 * * 0 " 0 " * " tit" 

t5-« uj^ 

7:104 And Musa said: "O Fir'awn! Verily, I am a 
Messenger from the Lord of all that exists." 

(£3 7) 411 JeVJ&'idJ* os- 

7:105 "Proper it is for me that I say nothing 
concerning Allah but the truth. 


Uj 


9-J^l ^ 


o * o f-» o o o <■. 

(Jjoi jl3 j qa 4_mj Aija .13 


Indeed I have come unto you from your Lord with a 
clear proof. So let the Children of Israel depart 
along with me." 
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(jjd Cl±& q \ Clitl C uy L-L& q\ (Jll 

7:106 (Fir'awn) said: "If you have come with a 
sign, show it forth, if you are one of those who tell 
the truth.” 


Allah mentions a debate that took place between Musa and 
Fir'awn, and Musa's refuting Fir'awn with the unequivocal 
proof and clear miracles, in the presence of Fir'awn and his 
people, the Copts of Egypt. 

Allah said, 


(1 • t) ‘-AJ 13J" 1 J gH! ^ 

And Musa said: "0 Fir'awn! Verily, I am a Messenger 
from the Lord of all that exists". 

meaning Musa said, 'the one Who sent me is the 
Creator, Lord and King of all things,' 

... VI Alll JSe. JjS( V djk 


"Proper it is for me that I say nothing concerning Allah 
but the truth." 


' It is incumbent and a duty for me to convey only 
the Truth from Him, because of what I know of 
His might and power.' 


- ^ ^ 'j 1 3 


"Indeed I have come unto you from your Lord with a 
clear proof." 

'I brought unequivocal evidence that Allah gave 
me to prove that I am conveying the truth to 
you,' 

JjjIjLi! Ls h (Jjoijti ... 

"So let the Children of Israel depart along with me." 
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means, release them from your slavery and 
subjugation. Let them worship your Lord and their 
Lord. They are from the offspring of an honorable 
Prophet, Israel, who is Yaqub son of Ishaq son of 
Ibrahim, the Khalil (intimate friend) of Allah. 

n . i) 'jjiiltfJi (jl ^ AjLj L "jl (JUS 

(Fir'awn) said: "If you have come with a sign, show it 
forth, if you are one of those who tell the truth." 

Fir'awn said, 'I will not believe in what you have 
said nor entertain your request'. Therefore, he 
said, 'if you have proof, then produce it for us to 
see, so that we know if your claim is true.' 


S I'O & - 

U 4* *- 1 > 4 * 

7:107 Then (Musa) threw his staff and behold! it 
was a (Thu'ban) serpent, manifest! 

'" 4 * 

7:108 And he drew out his hand, and behold! it was 
white (with radiance) for the beholders. 


Allah tells; 

* V) jj^a csA al*"~* r - 

Then (Musa) threw his staff and behold! it was a 
(Thu'ban) serpent, manifest! 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on Allah's statement, u (a (Thu'ban) serpent, 
manifest), 

refers to "The male snake." 


As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak said similarly. 


A report from Ibn Abbas said, "( Then 

(Musa) threw his staff), and it turned into a huge 
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snake that opened its mouth and rushed towards 
Fir'awn. When Fir'awn saw the snake rushing 
towards him, he jumped from his throne and 
cried to Musa for help, so that Musa would 
remove the snake from his way. Musa did that." 

As-Suddi commented, 6*^ (and behold! It 

was a (Thu'ban) serpent, manifest!), 

"This (Thu'ban) refers to male snakes. The 
snake opened its mouth and headed towards 
Fir'awn to swallow him, placing its lower jaw on 
the ground and its upper jaw reaching the (top of 
the) wall of the palace. When Fir'awn saw the 
snake, he was frightened, so he jumped and wet 
himself and he never wet himself before this 
incident. Fie cried, '0 Musa! Take it away and I 
will believe in you and release the Children of 
Israel to you.' 

So Musa, peace be on him, took it, and it became 
a staff again." 

^ > A) (jjjialill ‘‘■C >1 n I _)jj 

And he drew out his hand, and behold! it was white (with 
radiance) for the beholders. 

Musa took his hand out of his cloak after he 
inserted his hand in it and it was shining, not 
because of leprosy or sickness. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

(. jjjj ?■ I ‘ lit j 

And put your hand into your bosom, it will come 
forth white without hurt. (27:12) 

Ibn Abbas said, 

"without hurt', means, 'not because of leprosy'. 
Musa inserted his hand again in his sleeve and it 
returned back to its normal color." 

Mujahid and several others said similarly. 
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ajic. J^k ml lAJb (j] (jjC.(j-a -X-OJI u'-S 

7:109 The chiefs of the people of Fir'awn said: 
"This is indeed a well-versed sorcerer." 

° 4» . ° f o * 4-' 0. J> f .» 4 

jl i> u> AU* 

7:110 He wants to get you out of your land, 

so what do you advise?" 


Fir awn’s People say that Musa is a Magician! 


Allah tells; 

( \ ^I -1A (_jl ji ^ j3 jjjO bCill 'Jli 

( ^ * ) UJ I jUai ^jL^a _jt jjx J~\.' jjt A)<J^ 

The chiefs of the people of Fir'awn said: "This is indeed 
a well-versed sorcerer." 


"He wants to get you out of your land, so what do you 
advise?" 

The chiefs and noblemen of the people of Fir'awn agreed 
with Fir'awn's statement about Musa. After Fir'awn felt 
safe and returned to his throne, he said to the chiefs of 
his people, ^ d! (This is indeed a well-versed 

sorcerer) and they agreed. 

They held counsel to decide what they should do about 
Musa. They conspired to extinguish the light that he 
brought and bring down his word. They plotted to 
portray Musa as a liar and fake. They feared that he 
might lure people to his side by his magic, they claimed, 
and thus prevail over them and drive them away from 
their land. What they feared occurred, just as Allah said, 
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La ag \ a UaA j (j_/a_Aj (jjC- ji (_£.jjj 


And We let Fir'awn and Haman and their hosts receive 
from them that which they feared. (28:6) 

After they conferred about Musa, they agreed on a plot, 
as Allah said about them, 


U 


^ (Jjoijf j oljkfj 1 jlli 


7:111 They said: "Put him and his brother off (for a 
time), and send callers to the cities to collect," 


jy jjj ^j jjIj 


7:112 "That they bring to you all well-versed 
sorcerers." 


Allah tells; 


aUklj 1 jlli 


They said: "Put him and his brother off (for a time), 

Ibn Abbas commented, ("Put him off"), 
means, "delay him (for a time)." 

... (jjljull ^ (Jjaljfj ... 

"and send to the cities," 

areas and provinces of your kingdom — 0 
Fir' awn, 

0 n ) ... 

"to collect." 

to gather magicians from various lands. 

p ^ Y ) i^l Jjtj 

"That they bring to you all well-versed sorcerers." 
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At this time, magic was the trade of the day and it was 
widespread and popular. They had the idea that what 
Musa brought was a type of magic similar to the magic 
that the sorcerers of their time practiced. Because of this 
incorrect assumption, they brought all the magicians in 
order to defeat the miracles that he showed them. 


Allah said about Fir'awn, 

V j V t JC-J-a lilllJj Ijjjj lifijjtjl 

(_5 jlu IjlSla dlit 


LS 


5= A 


d (JjAjII da. J 


a ^ jj cjli 

jSJ sAjS (jjC. ji JjjS 


Then verily, we can produce magic the like 
thereof; so appoint a meeting between us and 
you, which neither we nor you shall fail to keep, 
in an open place where both shall have a just and 
equal chance." 

(Musa) said: "Your appointed meeting is the day 
of the festival, and let the people assemble when 
the sun has risen (forenoon)." 

So Fir'awn withdrew, devised his plot and then 
came back. (20:58-60) 


’c^ ji i>Y a b! i o'jc-'j 4'jkU ;ikj 

7:113 And so the sorcerers came to Fir'awn. They 
said: "Indeed there will be a (good) reward for us if 
we are the victors." 


- s *.» ' -to o'-. ' t. <• 

Jla 

7:114 He said: "Yes, and moreover you will (in that 
case) be of the nearest (to me)." 
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The Magici ans convene and change Their Ropes into Snakes| 
before 


Allah tells, 

} V) (jjJUJ! IjS jjl I13 (jl 1 jlli q jC. ji 31 s-13j 

^ \ £) (jjJjLall j fju (Jli 

And so the sorcerers came to Fir'awn. They said: 
"Indeed there will be a (good) reward for us if we are the 
victors." 

He said: "Yes, and moreover you will (in that case) be of 
the nearest (to me)." 

Allah describes the conversation that took place 
between Fir'awn and the magicians he collected 
to defeat Musa, peace be upon him. Fir'awn told 
them that he will reward them and give them 
tremendous provisions. He made them hope in 
acquiring what they wished for and to make them 
among his private audience and best associates. 
When they were assured of the cursed Fir'awn's 
promises, 


clp3 (J ~^!j l} 

7:115 They said: "O Musa! Either you throw (first), 
or shall we have the (first) throw." 

VjStf JH 

7:116 He (Musa) said: "Throw you (first)." 

* X' ' 0 * *' 0 '.0 I' fa f 1 * ' ' V s X’ 

j juj) j ^jjoUijI (jjc.) 1>*i I ^£ll Lai9 

So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the 
people, and struck terror into them, and they 
displayed a great trick. 
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The Magici ans convene and change Their Ropes into Snakes| 
before 


The magicians challenged Musa, when they said, 

( ^ o) (jjaLal! jjf Laij (jt LLqI La 1 jlli 

They said: "O Musa! Either you throw (first), or shall we 
have the (first) throw (before you). 

In another Ayah, they said, 

<_5^ <jx Jjf (jjSj (jt l-a| J 

Or we be the first to throw. (20:65) 

... TjSJi JIS 


He (Musa) said: "Throw you (first)." 

Musa said to them, you throw first. 

It was said that the wisdom behind asking them to throw 
first, is that - Allah knows best - the people might 
witness the magicians' sorcery first. When the magicians 
had cast their spell and captured the eyes, the clear and 
unequivocal truth came, at a time when they all 
anticipated and waited for it to come, thus making the 
truth even more impressive to their hearts. This is what 
happened. 

Allah said, 


jLuIj jjjllll jjJC.1 I C ‘ ti 


,1‘jSS Ilia... 


So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the 
people, and struck terror into them, 

meaning, they deceived the eyes and made them 
think that that trick was real, when it was only an 
illusion, just as Allah said, 

4 i \ -v. 4 , a3j ^3 

JftVl Oj Ofil L&5 V Ola 
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^J^' L " 1 jx Ik Uajl 1 Ua i _fiHa ‘ & 1a j ^2 Uo Jjltj 

dua. -mil 


So Musa conceived fear in himself. We (Allah) 
said: "Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper 
hand. And throw that which is in your right hand! 

It will swallow up that which they have made. 
That which they have made is only a magician's 
trick, and the magician will never be successful, 
to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain." 
(20:67-69) 

Ibn Abbas commented that the magicians threw, 

"Thick ropes and long sticks, and they appeared 
to be crawling, an illusion that they created with 
their magic." 

... 


and they displayed a great trick. 


yi! y j) jj 

7:117 And We revealed to Musa (saying): "Throw 
your stick," 

t qqTi ^ 1^11 

and behold! It swallowed up straight away all the 
falsehood which they showed. 

7:118 Thus truth was confirmed, and all that they 
did was made of no effect. 

7:119 So they were defeated there and returned 
disg raced. 
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7:120 And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. 

0j4is Li'jj ii.i; i jiii 

7:121 They said: "We believe in the Lord of all that 
exists. 

- } - - - ^ 

UJj-k J 

7:122 "The Lord of Musa and Harun." 


Musa defeats the Magicians, Who believe in Him 


Allah tells; 


tA\ l jjlt jjf j 


And We revealed to Musa (saying): "Throw your stick," 

Allah states that at that tremendous moment, in 
which Allah differentiated between Truth and 
Falsehood, He sent a revelation to His servant 
and Messenger Musa, peace be upon him, 
ordering him to throw the stick that he held in his 
right hand, 


... ... 


It swallowed straight away, 
and devoured, 


(U V) 'jjSfltj Ua ... 


all the falsehood which they showed. 

the magic that they caused the illusion with, of 
magic with which they caused making it appear 
real, whereas it was not real at all. 
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Ibn Abbas said that; 

Musa's stick swallowed all the ropes and sticks 
that the magicians threw. 

( ^ A) jllaa-l 1 Ua j 

{ \ ^ *\) j tiljljA 1 j. jlx3 

( ^ Y « ) .Hu all j 

Thus truth was confirmed, and all that they did was 
made of no effect. So they were defeated there and 
returned disgraced.And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. 

The magicians realized that this was from heaven 
and was by no means magic. They fell in 
prostration and proclaimed, 

^ \ Y ^ Ij-ai 1 jlli 

( ^ Y ) UjJ*J 

"We believe in the Lord of all that exists. The Lord of 
Musa and Harun. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq commented, 

"It followed the ropes and sticks one after 
another, until nothing that the sorcerers threw 
remained. Musa then held it in his hand, and it 
became a stick again just as it was before. The 
magicians fell in prostration and proclaimed, 'We 
believe in the Lord of all that exists, the Lord of 
Musa and Harun. Had Musa been a magician, he 
would not have prevailed over us. 1 " 

Al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah commented, 

"Allah revealed to Musa to throw his stick. When 
he threw his stick, it became a huge, manifest 
snake that opened its mouth and swallowed the 
magicians' ropes and sticks. On that, the 
magicians fell in prostration. They did not raise 
their heads before seeing the Paradise, the Fire, 
and the recompense of their inhabitants." 
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jjllkj 

7:123 Fir'awn said: "You have believed in him 
(Musa) before I gave you permission. Surely, this is 
a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive out 
its people, but you shall come to know." 






Ltt 




.1 


7:124 "Surely, I will cut off your hands and your 
feet from opposite sides, then I will crucify you ail." 


UJ^ 1 ?J J! Q l jlis 

7:125 They said: "Verily, we are returning to our 
Lord." 

i&ik m Ujj \l*r* y vi il* ^ Uj 

7:126 "And you take vengeance on us only because 
we believed in the Ayat of our Lord when they 
reached us! 

" * \ $>' 4^ o" 'X' °* *f 

^jj-oiuLA u3jJJ 1 ulc. UJJ 

Our Lord! pour out on us patience, and cause us to 
die as Muslims." 


Fir'awn threatens the Ma gicians after They believed in Musa 

and Their Response to Himlpfl|l. , •’ \ ... 


Allah tells, 

... (jil (jl (Jua ^ilal jj&ja (Jli 
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Fir'awn said: "You have believed in him (Musa) before I 
gave you permission. 

Allah mentions the threats that the Fir'awn - may 
Allah curse him - made to the magicians after 
they believed Musa, peace be upon him, and the 
deceit and cunning that Fir'awn showed the 
people. 


Fir' awn said, 


5 - 1 aj-ajjfLa jSlal IXA (jl 


Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to 
drive out its people, 

meaning Fir'awn proclaimed, 'Musa's defeating 
you today was because you plotted with him and 
agreed to that.' 

Fir' awn also said, 


jkUI ^ ] All 


Fie (Musa) is your chief who has taught you 
magic. (20:71) 

Flowever, Fir'awn and all those who had any sense of 
reason knew for sure that what Fir'awn said was utterly 
false. As soon as Musa came from Madyan, he called 
Fir'awn to Allah and demonstrated tremendous miracles 
and clear proofs for the Truth that he brought. Fir'awn 
then sent emissaries to various cities of his kingdom and 
collected magicians who were scattered throughout 
Egypt. Fir'awn and his people chose from them, 
summoned them, and Fir'awn promised them great 
rewards. These magicians were very eager to prevail 
over Musa in front of Fir'awn, so that they might 
become closer to him. Musa neither knew any of them 
nor saw or met them before. Fir'awn knew that, but he 
claimed otherwise to deceive the ignorant masses of his 
kingdom, just as Allah described them, VjS 1 iVu .ili 
sjcUaii (Thus he (Fir'awn) fooled his people, and they 
obeyed him. (43:54) Certainly, a people who believed 
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Fir'awn in his statement, ^ (I am your lord, 

most high). (79:24), are among the most ignorant and 
misguided creatures of Allah. 

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn Mas'ud, Ibn 
Abbas, and several other Companions, commented, u! 

^ (Surely, this is a plot which you 

have plotted in the city...), 

"Musa met the leader of the magicians and said to 
him, 'If I defeat you, will you believe in me and 
bear witness that what I brought is the truth.' 

The magician said, 'Tomorrow, I will produce a 
type of magic that cannot be defeated by another 
magic. By Allah! If you defeat me, I will believe in 
you and testify to your truth.' 

Fir'awn was watching them, and this is why he 
said what he said." 

His statement, '4^ (to drive out its people), 

means, so that you all cooperate to gain influence 
and power, replacing the chiefs and masters of 
this land. In this case, power in the state will be 
yours, 

p YV) i_ SjjjiS 

"but you shall come to know," 
what I will do to you. 

Fie then explained his threat, 

"Surely, I will cut off your hands and your feet from 
opposite sides." 

by cutting the right hand and the left leg or the 
opposite, 

p Y £ ) (jjJLAii Cl ‘ 

"then I will crucify you all." 
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just as he said in another Ayah, 


"Fi the trunks of date palms." (20:71) 

Fi in this Ayah means "on". 

Ibn Abbas said that Fir'awn was the first to crucify and 
cut off hands and legs on opposite sides. 

The magicians said, 


(ito) lij q ijlil 

...I3plk 113 l^J pUL Hal °J V) li. ^ Uaj 

They said: "Verily, we are returning to our Lord. And you 
take vengeance on us only because we believed in the 
Ayat of our Lord when they reached us! 

They said, 'We are now sure that we will go back 
to Allah. Certainly, Allah's punishment is more 
severe than your punishment and His torment for 
what you are calling us to, this day, and the 
magic you forced us to practice, is greater than 
your torment. Therefore, we will observe patience 
in the face of your punishment today, so that we 
are saved from Allah's torment.' 


They continued, 


I Lu j 


IS" 


"Our Lord! pour out on us patience," 
with your religion and being firm in it, 

^ Y 1Ij 3jJj 


"and cause us to die as Muslims." 

as followers of Your Prophet Musa, peace be upon 
him. 

They also said to Fir'awn, 
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Ujla3 Ij ellJJjll QA Lf-la. La ^C, LIjJjJ ,j3 1 jlU 
Uu3l e jjLII tli u j.*a£u LLI dlit La 

j ^ '■ J (j^o 4_j]c. LjAjSI Laj 113aL. 13 jii3 Ljjj LLl LI 

(itj aIII j 


^ j*~- J 1 _£_i 3 dlj-aJ V ~ ^ <1 (jli La^i-a Ajj lIiL (j -0 


" 1 ^.^)3I iLLljti ClLL. i, ^all J-aC- Li Llaj-a AjL jj-aj 

" Jkll 


"So decide whatever you desire to decree, for you 
can only decide for the life of this world. Verily, 
we have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive 
us our faults, and the magic to which you did 
compel us. And Allah is better (to reward) and 
more lasting (in punishment). 

Verily, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal, 
then surely, for him is Hell, wherein he will 
neither die nor live. But whoever comes to Him 
(Allah) as a believer, and has done righteous 
good deeds, for such are the high ranks (in the 
Hereafter). (20:72-75) 

The magicians started the day as sorcerers and 
ended as honorable martyrs! 


Ibn Abbas, Ubayd bin Umayr, Qatadah and Ibn Jurayj 
commented, 


"They started the day as sorcerers and ended it 
as martyrs." 


a * o. ^ ^ ' o **T ' o * of* w i \\ * 

) jAjaiajJ ^ ja^a (j^C-^9 qa 3LojI (Jl9j 

j 4>ajVl ^ 

7:127 The chiefs of Fir'awn's people said: "Will you 
leave Musa and his people to spread mischief in the 
land, and to abandon you and your gods!" 
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^-9^9 ujj ^A^LuiJ ^g, j-n u>i 1 j ^A^LlJl (JllS-Lm (J19 

UJJfi-® 

He said: "We will kill their sons, and let their 
women live, and we have indeed irresistible power 
over them.” 


1 j 


41 b )Ju£u 




'Jis 


7:128 Musa said to his people: "Seek help in Allah 
and be patient. 

j apUc- *j* *U5 l) j* ^jjJ All (jlajVl 

Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage 
to whom He wills of His servants; and the (blessed) 
end is for the pious and righteous persons.” 

I JUda. Ca 4 ju UjjIj J ^Jj 3 (j-a Uj4jf 1 jlll 

7:129 They said: "We suffered troubles before you 
came to us, and since you have come to us.” 

. o " ° * t 0 ' ' ' *i «• 

(jl ^j Jla 
°& Jk .Li 4 >ajVl 

He said: "It may be that your Lord will destroy your 
enemy and make you successors on the earth, so 
that He may see how you act!” 


Fir awn vows to kill the Children of Israel, Who complain to 

Musa; Allah promises Them VictorvB^^l^ffl^., 


Allah mentions the conspiracy of Fir'awn and his people, their ill 
intentions and their hatred for Musa and his people. 
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... U f j3 (jx bL«3! Jlsj 

The chiefs of Fir' awn's people said, (to Fir' awn), 

> " o o- - * * ■*'A 


"Will you leave Musa and his people!" 


will you let them be free, 


... l_>^jVl 1 ... 


"to spread mischief in the land," 

spreading unrest among your subjects and calling 
them to worship their Lord instead of you. 


Amazingly, these people were worried that Musa and his 
people would cause mischief! Rather, Fir'awn and his 
people are the mischief-makers, but they did not realize 
it. They said, 



"and to abandon you and your gods." 

' Your gods', 

According to Ibn Abbas, as As-Suddi narrated from him, 

"Were cows. Whenever they saw a beautiful cow, 

Fir'awn would command them to worship it. This 
is why As-Samiri, made the statue of a calf that 
seemed to moo for the Children of Israel." 

Fir'awn accepted his people's recommendation, 

-laJi‘' Ij (Jjfllm Jli 

He said: "We will kill their sons, and let their women 
live," 

thus reiterating his previous order concerning the 
Children of Israel. 

(^ Yv) Clj ... 

and we have indeed irresistible power over them." 
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He had tormented them (killing every newly born male) 
before Musa was born, so that Musa would not live. 
However, the opposite of what Fir'awn sought and 
intended occurred. The same end struck Fir'awn that he 
intended to subjugate and humiliate the Children of 
Israel with. Allah gave victory to the Children of Israel, 
humiliated and disgraced Fir'awn, and caused him to 
drown along with his soldiers. When Fir'awn insisted on 
his evil plot against the Children of Israel, 

I j ^ j aULj (Jli 

Musa said to his people: "Seek help in Allah and be 
patient," 

and promised them that the good end will be 
theirs and that they will prevail, saying, 

p Y A) Cj 11 oil AjiUJIj a-lljc. Cfc* £ClC Lgjjjj All 

lifuj*. Ua pkj qaj liijtj (jl (JjS jj-a Lixijf 1 jlU 

"Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to 
whom He wills of His servants; and the (blessed) end is 
for the pious and righteous persons." 

They said: "We suffered troubles before you came to us, 
and since you have come to us." 

The Children of Israel replied to Musa, 'they 
(Fir'awn and his people) inflicted humiliation and 
disgrace on us, some you witnessed, both before 
and after you came to us, 0 Musa 1 ! 

Musa replied, reminding them of their present 
situation and how it will change in the future, 

... °j»SjJc V\T$j <jt J cs-‘"* lC - (J- 3 ... 

"It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy. .." 

encouraging them to appreciate Allah when the 
afflictions are removed and replaced by a bounty. 

(^ Y ^ t c ■jt&o&njiSif Vial 

and make you successors on the earth, so that He may see 
how you act!” 
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jj jjiJb (Jlf. IjTkt TlS j 

" % &* 5 » •" o ^ m6^ -* 

7:130 And indeed We punished the people of 
Fir'awn with years of drought and lack of fruits 
(crops), that they might remember (take heed). 

4 Tun u s-?\ (jjj aAJITS 1 jHa AjjjjT^S ITU 

* ' & ^ ^ 

4_XA J 


a aa 

& 


7:131 But whenever good came to them, they said: 
"This is for us." And if evil afflicted them, they 
considered it an omen about Musa and those with 
him. 

0j fa V 'f* jsf ‘jZJj 411 ijc 03 vl 

Be informed! Verily, their omens are with Allah but 
most of them know not. 


Fir'awn and His People suffer Years of Drought 


Allah said, 

(Jl Ijikl jSj 

And indeed We punished the people of Fir'awn, 

We tested and tried them, 


with years of drought, 

of famine due to little produce, 


and lack of fruits, 
According to Mujahid, 


which is less severe. 
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Abu Ishaq narrated that Raja' bin Haywah said, 

"The date tree used to produce only one date!" 

0 r *) uj!£Vc4^... 
... 41^31 1311 

That they might remember (take heed). But whenever 
good came to them, 

such as a fertile season and provisions, 

... 111 1 j3H ... 


they said, "This is for us." 
because we deserve it, 

... <JI j ... 

and if evil afflicted them, 
drought and famine, 

they considered it an omen about Musa and those with 
him. 

saying that this hardship is because of them and 
what they have done. 

Verily, their omens are with Allah. 

... 

Verily, their omens are with Allah, 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented, 

"Allah says that their afflictions are with and from 
Him, 

( ^ V > ) jj V °^A jjSf ijSJj ... 

but most of them know not." 
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7:132 They said (to Musa): "Whatever Ayat you 
may bring to us, to work therewith your sorcery on 
us, we shall never believe in you." 


gpUuillj iljytj 'jli,jlJ! UUjta 

U‘j51jjiSj ipita. ca* >iiij 




7:133 So We sent on them: the Tuwfan, the locusts, 
the Qummal, the frogs, and the blood (as a 
succession of) manifest signs, yet they remained 
arrogant, and they were of those people who were 
criminals. 


jBj OB ^jla°jjl jk.^)l) Oc. (. " JAjoi£ jB BIaIc. AgX. 
Jjf J^>! C5^ ^*0 


7:134 And when the punishment struck them, they 
said: "O Musa! Invoke your Lord for us because of 
His promise to you. If you remove the punishment 
from us, we indeed shall believe in you, and we 
shall let the Children of Israel go with you." 


•fk lil ijila fk jj=j jk'jll Ilia 


uj^i 

7:135 But when We removed the punishment from 
them for a fixed term, which they had to reach, 
behold! They broke their word! 
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Allah p unishes the People of Fir awn because of Their| 
kd.ciir 


Allah describes the rebellion, tyranny, defiance of the truth and 
insistence on falsehood of the people of Fir'awn, 


( \ V Y ) (jjjba j-aJ UaS tjjJ Ij A-jl Aj Ijjtj I aq « 1 jllij 


They said (to Musa): "Whatever Ayat you may bring to 
us, to work therewith your sorcery on us, we shall never 
believe in you." 

They said, 'whatever miracle, proof and evidence 
you bring us, we will neither accept it from you 
nor believe in you or what you came with.' 

Allah said, 


pQ f J j UC-Sffl j il'jkH j 'jli jlJI OLojtl 

( ^ TV) \laji 1 Cllill^aLa 

So We sent on them: the Tuwfan, the locusts, the 
Qummal, the frogs, and the blood (as a succession of) 
manifest signs, yet they remained arrogant, and they 
were of those people who were criminals. 

uLajM ijLaJi (So We sent on them the Tufan), Ibn 
Abbas commented; 

"It was a heavy rain that ruined the produce and 
fruits." 

Fie is also reported to have said that; 

Tuwfan refers to mass death. 


Mujahid said, 

it is water that carries the plague every where. As 
for the locust, it is the well-known insect, which is 
permissible to eat. 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, that Abu Yafur said 
that he asked Abdullah bin Abi Awfa about locust. Fie 
said, 
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"We participated in seven battles with the 
Messenger of Allah , and we used to eat locusts." 

Ash-Shafi'i, Ahmad bin Hanbal and Ibn Majah recorded 
from ' ]Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam that his father 
narrated from Ibn ' ]Umar that the Prophet said, 

lH t" lLa. ? 

il j cj jk3l . 

Jl^Ulj ISlIj . 

We were allowed two dead animals and two 
(kinds of) blood: 

• fish and locust, and 

• kidney and spleen 

Ibn Abi Najih narrated from Mujahid about Allah's 
statement, (So We sent on 

them: the flood, the locusts ...), 

"Eating the nails on their doors and leaving the 
wood." 

As for the Qummal, 

Ibn Abbas said that it is the grain bug, or, 
according to another view; small locusts that do 
not have wings. 

Similar was reported from Mujahid, Ikrimah and 
Qatadah. 

Al-Hasan and Sa' id bin Jubayr said that; 

'Qummal' are small black insects. 

Abu Jafar bin Jarir recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 

"When Musa came to Fir'awn, he demanded, 

' Release the Children of Israel to me.' But, 

Fir'awn did not comply; and Allah sent the 
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Tuwfan, and that is a rain which continued until 
they feared that it was a form of torment. 

They said to Musa, 'Invoke your Lord to release 
us from this rain, and we will believe in you and 
send the Children of Israel with you.' 

Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the 
affliction from them. However, they did not 
believe, nor did they send the Children of Israel 
with him. 

In that year, Allah allowed (the earth) to grow 
various types of produce, fruits and grass for 
them as never before. They said, 'This is what 
we hoped for.' So Allah sent the locusts, and the 
locusts started to feed on the grass. When they 
saw the effect the locusts had on the grass, they 
knew that no vegetation would be saved from 
devastation. They said, '0 Musa! Invoke your 
Lord so that He will remove the locusts from us, 
and we will believe in you and release the 
Children of Israel to you.' 

Musa invoked his Lord, and He removed the 
locusts. Still, they did not believe and did not 
send the Children of Israel with him. 

They collected grains and kept them in their 
homes. They said, 'We saved our crops.' 
However, Allah sent the Qummal, grain bugs, 
and one of them would take ten bags of grains to 
the mill, but only reap three small bags of grain. 

They said, '0 Musa! Ask your Lord to remove the 
Qummal (weevil) from us and we will believe in 
you and send the Children of Israel with you.' 

Musa invoked his Lord, and Allah removed the 
Qummal from them. However, they did not send 
the Children of Israel with him. 

Once, when he was with Fir'awn, Musa heard the 
sound of a frog and said to Fir'awn, 'What will 
you and your people suffer from this (the frogs)!' 
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Fir'awn said, 'What can frogs do!' 

Yet, by the time that night arrived a person would 
be sitting in a crowd of frogs that reached up to 
his chin and could not open his mouth to speak 
without a frog jumping in it. They said to Musa, 

' Invoke your Lord to remove these frogs from us, 
and we will believe in you and send the Children 
of Israel with you.' 

Musa invoked his Lord, but they did not believe. 

Allah then sent blood that filled the rivers, wells 
and the water containers they had. They 
complained to Fir'awn, saying, 'We are inflicted 
with blood and do not have anything to drink.' He 
said, 'Musa has bewitched you.' 

They said, ' How could he do that when whenever 
we look for water in our containers we found that 
it has turned into blood!' 

They came to Musa and said, 'Invoke your Lord 
to save us from this blood, and we will believe in 
you and send the Children of Israel with you.' 

Musa invoked his Lord and the blood stopped, but 
they did not believe nor send the Children of 
Israel with him." 

A similar account was attributed to Ibn Abbas, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and several others among the Salaf. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said, 

"The enemy of Allah, Fir'awn, went back 
defeated and humiliated, after the sorcerers 
believed (in Musa). He insisted on remaining in 
disbelief and persisted in wickedness. Allah sent 
down the signs to him, and he (and his people) 
were first inflicted by famine. Allah then sent the 
flood, the locusts, the Qummal, the frogs then 
blood, as consecutive signs. When Allah sent the 
flood, it filled the surface of the earth with water. 
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But the water level receded, and they could not 
make use of it to till the land or do anything else. 

3^1^ Lalj 

And when the punishment struck them, 

They became hungry. This is when, 

lx. iU oj tdjj HI ^ol ( _ s joi jx Ij 1 jlli ... 
p V £) (JjjI jj-jiJ t-4» a (jLa 1 j ‘AH 

They said: "0 Musa! Invoke your Lord for us 
because of His promise to you. If you remove the 
punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in 
you, and we shall let the Children of Israel go 
with you." 

Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the 
affliction from them, but they did not keep their 
promises. So Allah sent locusts that ate the trees 
and consumed the nails on their doors, until the 
doors fell from their homes and residences. 

They again said what they said to Musa before, 
and he called on his Lord and He removed the 
affliction. Still, they did not keep their promises, 
and Allah sent the Qummal. 

Musa, peace be upon him, was commanded to go 
to a mound and strike it with his staff. So Musa 
went to a huge mound, struck it with his staff and 
the Qummal fell out of it in tremendous 
numbers, until they overwhelmed the houses and 
food reserves, ultimately depriving them of sleep 
and rest. When they suffered under this affliction, 
they said similar to what they said before, and 
Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the 
affliction. 

They did not keep their promise and Allah sent 
the frogs to them, and they filled the houses, 
foods and pots. One of them would not pick up a 
piece of clothing, or uncover some food, without 
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finding frogs in it. When this affliction became 
hard on them, they made similar promises as 
before, Musa supplicated to his Lord and Allah 
removed the affliction. 

They did not keep any of the promises they 
made, and Allah sent the blood, and the waters of 
the people of Fir'awn turned to blood. Any water 
they collected from a well, a river, or a container, 
turned to blood." 

p Vo) (jjjilii lil ^1 j^jll V- lCJa 

But when We removed the punishment from them for a 
fixed term, which they had to reach, behold! They broke 
their word! 


I a^_iu ftul ^ i3j£l3 xa 11iia 

7:136 So We took retribution from them. We 
drowned them in the sea, because they belied Our 
Ayat and were heedless with them. 

O^a jV' IjM IjJ jJj 

7:137 And We made the people who were 
considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the 
land and the western parts thereof which We have 
blessed. 

UaJ jluil L 5 Hc- (iljj ll U>K CjL oJj 

And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled for the 
Children of Israel, because of their endurance. 
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I La j j (j^c-^3 ^ u<**ij O'—* u^a.} ij 

U J^J*i 

And We destroyed what Fir'awn and his people 
produced, and what they erected. 


The People of Fir'aw n drown in the Sea; the Children of Israeli 

inherit the Holy 


Allah tells; 


(jjMi ' ^Vi~-1 jjlij LjUL 1 jjti °^gjL ^L3I ^ ^AUijc-la LgV liaalila 

("•■>) 

J, V'. 1 jjlS (jjjll 


So We took retribution from them. We drowned them in 
the sea, because they belied Our Ayat and were heedless 
with them. And We made the people who were 
considered weak to inherit... 

Allah states that when the people of Fir'awn 
rebelled and transgressed, even though He 
inflicted them with consecutive signs, one after 
another, He took retribution from them by 
drowning them in the sea that Musa parted by 
Allah's power, and he and the Children of Israel 
passed through. In their pursuit, Fir'awn and his 
soldiers went in the sea chasing Musa and his 
people. When they all had gone inside the water, 
the sea closed in on them and they all drowned, 
because they belied the Ayat of Allah and were 
heedless of them. Allah said that He has granted 
the people who were considered weak, the 
Children of Israel, to inherit the eastern and 
western parts of the land. 

... tfcj? ^(JjLM ... 

...the eastern parts of the land and the western parts 
thereof which We have blessed. 
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Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah commented that Allah's 
statement, 

refers to the Sham area (Greater Syria). 

1 jji.« a LaJ (Jjjljxul J Jc- liLj ‘"LajS Clbajj 


And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled for the 
Children of Israel, because of their endurance. 


Mujahid and Ibn Jarir said that Allah's statement, is 
explained by Allah's other statement, 


■Cajt a.i j 

■ «T»V 




f4-4 UaAJjja-j j J? iJJ^J Lj^j^ U^J 

j j j la. j l^jlS La 


And We wished to do a favor to those who were 
weak (and oppressed) in the land, and to make 
them rulers and to make them the inheritors. And 
to establish them in the land, and We let Fir'awn 
and Haman and their hosts receive from them 
that which they feared. (28:5-6) 


Further, Allah's 


statement, 


4_aj3j j_jlS La Lj-aJj 


And We destroyed what Fir'awn and his people 
produced, 

meaning, We destroyed what Fir'awn and his 
people produced, such as agriculture and 
buildings. 

( ^ VV) 1 Laj ... 


and what they erected. 

Ibn Abbas and Mujahid said that l)J"u 4 (they erected), 
means, they built. 
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uj j3 ^ f js cs- 1 ^ ' ^ Jjf >*i} c^y b jj^j 

^Ul^at ^^Ic. 

7:138 And We brought the Children of Israel (with 
safety) across the sea, and they came upon a 
people devoted to some of their idols (in worship). 

'($ 44 H ‘J4-I 1 jSS 

They said: "O Musa! Make for us a god as they have 
gods." 

u j'g > 1 ^ 

He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people." 

{jjlAXJ I jJl—^ La (JJslJj AjS La ^)fl<a (jj 

7:139 (Musa added:) "Verily, these people will be 
destroyed for that which they are engaged in (idols' 
worship). And all that they are doing is in vain." 


The Children of Israel safel y cross the Sea, but still held on to 

the Idea of Idol 


Allah tells; 

(JjjIjjoiI LjjUaj 

And We brought the Children of Israel (with safety) 
across the sea, 

Allah mentions the words that the ignorant ones among the 
Children of Israel uttered to Musa after they crossed the sea 
and witnessed Allah's Ayat and great power. 

d i..af C5^" Ypl ... 

And they came upon a people devoted to some of their 
idols (in worship). 
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Some scholars of Tafsir said that the people mentioned 
here were from Canaan, or from the tribe of Lakhm. 

Ibn Jarir commented, 

"They were worshipping idols that they made in 
the shape of cows, and this influenced the 
Children of Israel later when they worshipped the 
calf." 

They said here, 


UaS L§_11 C3 lj 1 jlli 

They said: "O Musa! Make for us a god as they have 
gods." 


He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people." 

Musa replied, you are ignorant of Allah's 
greatness and majesty and His purity from any 
partners or anything resembling Him. 

A_j3 Ci f-Vjjl 

"Verily, these people will be destroyed for that which 
they are engaged in, (they will perish), 

^ \ T ^ 1 jj\jA La Jialj j 

"and all that they are doing is in vain." 

Commenting on this Ayah, Imam Abu Jafar bin Jarir 
reported from Abu Waqid Al-Laythi that; 

they (the Companions) went out from Makkah 
with the Messenger of Allah for (the battle of) 
Hunayn. Abu Waqid said, "Some of the 
disbelievers had a lote tree whose vicinity they 
used to remain in, and upon which they would 
hang their weapons on. That tree was called 
' Dhat Al-Anwat'. So when we passed by a 
huge, green lote tree, we said, 'O Messenger of 
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Allah! Appoint for us a Dhat Al-Anwat as they 
have.' 


He said, 

(Jli UaS &.ly ^ jllj 

by He in Whose Hand is my soul! You said 
just as what the people of Musa said to 
him: 


j»j3 ^SjI (Jts A^Jl UoS tg_ll 

jjjiajiJ l!a Jialjj 4_l3 l!a ^)ila s-Vj-A (_jl 


"Make for us a god as they have gods." He 
said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people. 
Verily, these people will be destroyed for 
that which they are engaged in, and all 
that they are doing is in vain." 


0^*141 Jc. -£L vA ji J 14 JJ 411 'Jit 'JU 

7:140 He said: "Shall I seek for you an ilah (a god) 
other than Allah, while He has given you superiority 
over the nations." 

(. jjuj jjujj elk 0 r>S ij~n 11 

* >» V.I ' ° i. *-• 0 4-' 7' , ' *0 ;,a " 0 i.' ' 4S*-* 

C5#J U JJ^ U > U J UJ^ 

■» 1 . - 0 >*** 

7:141 And (remember) when We rescued you from 
Fir'awn's people, who were afflicting you with the 
worst torment, killing your sons and letting your 
women live. And in that was a great trial from your 
Lord. 
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Reminding the Children of Israel of Allah's Blessings for Them 


Allah tells; 


(u .) o^SUJI Jc. jA J t*J JJUjt aIII 'j& t JIS 

l_ll.lxll ?. jjjj iJ (j-a aSl 'i- jl -j) J 

^ t ^ ^ ~ iJaC- 1 ^ I q liu j j 


He said: "Shall I seek for you an ilah (a god) other than 
Allah, while He has given you superiority over the 
nations." 


And (remember) when We rescued you from Fir'awn's 
people, who were afflicting you with the worst torment, 
killing your sons and letting your women live. And in that 
was a great trial from your Lord. 

Musa reminded the Children of Israel of Allah's blessings, such 
as saving them from Fir'awn, his tyranny and the humiliation 
and disgrace they suffered. He reminded them of the glory and 
revenge against their enemy, when they watched them 
suffering in disgrace, destroyed by drowning and meeting utter 
demise. We mentioned this subject in the Tafsir of Surah Al- 
Baqarah. 


<• * r.-* o i - t '.o ' t.\' ' » -K ' * \V ' ' ' 

t. ' ubUAAj) j uic. jj 

7:142 And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and 
added ten, and he completed the term, appointed 
by his Lord, of forty nights. 

J LJ OJJ* cltSj 

jjJbolLill Jjjlal £JUJ V J 

And Musa said to his brother Harun: "Replace me 
among my people, act in the right way and follow 
not the way of the mischief-makers." 
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Musa fasts and worships Allah for Forty Days 


Allah reminds the Children of Israel of the guidance that He sent 
to them by speaking directly to Musa and revealing the Tawrah 
to him. In it, was their law and the details of their legislation. 


aIA Ajj dlli-La IaLLoIojIj Alii IjJic.1 jj 


And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and added ten, 
and he completed the term, appointed by his Lord, of 
forty nights. 


Allah stated here that He appointed thirty nights 
for Musa. The scholars of Tafsir said that Musa 
fasted this period, and when they ended, Musa 
cleaned his teeth with a twig. Allah commanded 
him to complete the term adding ten more days, 
making the total forty. When the appointed term 
finished, Musa was about to return to Mount Tur, 
as Allah said, 

: 64i i 


0 Children of Israel! We delivered you from your 
enemy, and We made a covenant with you on the 
right side of the Mount. (20:80) 

(JjJjoj j gi ... 

^ \ £ Y) 

And Musa said to his brother Harun: "Replace me among 
my people, act in the right way and follow not the way of 
the mischief-makers." 

Musa left his brother Harun with the Children of 
Israel and commanded him to use wisdom and 
refrain from mischief. 

This was only a reminder, for Harun was an 
honorable and noble Prophet who had grace and 
exalted standard with Allah, may Allah's peace 
and blessings be upon him and the rest of the 
Prophets. 
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(Jli Aj j a 3«31 u ixaj c-4 C*3j 

'43! °J^ I 

7:143 And when Musa came at the time and place 
appointed by Us, and his Lord (Allah) spoke to him; 
he said: "O my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I 
may look upon You." 

s j£j oil JiJI Jl jSJj Ji'J J 'Jli 

^jj! JJ 

Allah said: "You cannot see Me, but look upon the 
mountain; if it stands still in its place then you shall 
see Me." 

1 aau^a j A Ya Aj j l3o3s 

So when his Lord appeared to the mountain. He 
made it collapse to dust, and Musa fell down 
unconscious. 

'jW>3! Ujt tl J 431 & Vu >, 'JIS 'Jll! l!*3i 

Then when he recovered his senses he said: "Glory 
be to You, I turn to You in repentance and I am the 
first of the believers." 


Musa asks to see Allah 


Allah tells; 


(Jli 4_jj 4 VKj I jGl a j-aj 5-1^ Yalj 


And when Musa came at the time and place appointed by 
Us, and his Lord (Allah) spoke to him; he said: 

Allah said that when Musa came for His 
appointment and spoke to Him directly, he asked 
to see Him, 
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... grO cP jkii g^J ... 

"0 my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon 
You." 

Allah said: "You cannot see Me," 

'You cannot' (Lan) by no means indicates that 
seeing Allah will never occur, as (the misguided 
sect of) Al-Mutazilah claimed. 

The Hadiths of Mutawatir grade narrated from 
the Messenger of Allah, affirm that the believers 
will see Allah in the Hereafter. We will mention 
these Hadiths under the explanation of Allah's 
statement, 




' . 13 ' t' a ' 18 


Some faces that Day shall be radiant. Looking at 
their Lord. (75:22-23) 

In earlier Scriptures, it was reported that Allah 
said to Musa, "O Musa! No living soul sees Me, 
but will perish, and no solid but will be 
demolished." 


Allah said: "You cannot see Me, but look upon the 
mountain; if it stands still in its place then you shall see 
Me." 


Allah said here, 


lajtl«a ISj) Alxa. 4_Jl!ala 


So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it 
collapse to dust, and Musa fell down unconscious. 

In his Musnad Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas bin 
Malik that; 
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the Prophet said about Allah's saying; 

(And when his Lord appeared to the 
mountain), 




Like this, 

then he held out the tip of his little finger. 

At-Tirmidhi recorded this in the chapter of Tafsir 
for this Ayah, then he said; "This Hadith is 

Hasan Sahih Gharib." 

This was also recorded by Al-Hakim in his 
Mustadrak through the route of Hamad bin 
Salamah, and he said; "This Hadith is Sahih 
according to the criteria of Muslim and they did 
not record it." 

And As-Suddi reported that Ikrimah reported from Ibn 
Abbas about Allah's saying, 4 jj US (And when 

his Lord appeared to the mountain), 

Only the extent of the little finger appeared from 
Him, (He made it collapse) as dust; LUj 

(And Musa fell down unconscious) 
fainting from it. 

Ibn Jarir recorded these because of the relation to 
the word Al-Ghashi. 


... jjlat US... 

Then when he (Musa) recovered his senses, (after he 
lost consciousness), 


... SSUUUJ13... 


he said: "Glory be to You," 

thus, praising, glorifying and honoring Allah since 
no living soul could see Him in this life and 
remain alive. 
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Musa' statement, 


' 4 » 



"I turn to You in repentance," 

According to Mujahid, 

means, from asking you to look at you, 

(jjjLajxJI (Jjf Ijfj 

"and I am the first of the believers." 

among the Children of Israel, according to Ibn 
Abbas, Mujahid, and Ibn Jarir preferred this view. 

Or, according to another narration from Ibn Abbas, the 
meaning of, Jj? (and I am the first of the 

believers), is that 

' none shall see You (in this life).' 

Allah said, (And Musa fell down 

unconscious), 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri and Abu Hurayrah narrated a 
Hadith from the Prophet that is suitable to mention 
here. 

As for the Hadith from Abu Sa'id, Al-Bukhari recorded 
in his Sahih that he said: 

A Jew came to the Prophet after his face was 
smacked, and said, "O Muhammad! One of your 
companions from Al-Ansar smacked me on the 
face." 

The Prophet said, (Summon him)and he 

was summoned. 

The Prophet asked him, 


t" LaJal 


Why did you smack his face? 
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He said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I passed by that 
Jew and heard him swearing, ' No, by He Who has 
chosen Musa over mankind!' 


I said, 'Over Muhammad too', and I became 
angry and struck his face." 


The Prophet said, 

'Jjqt . ^' (jjAll! ^jll fljjjll! (jjj jjja U 

^jljS jjfl 4 Ittjl 9 J lit I ill tJJiLJ 0-a (Jjl jjMl 

jjlJi Lfjy?- j»t JjI (jilt i_$ jit Ui t j*3l 


Do not prefer me above the Prophets. Verily, on 
the Day of Resurrection, people will be struck 
unconscious, and I (feel that I) am the first to 
wake up. Thereupon I will find that Musa is 
holding onto a pillar of the Throne (Arsh of 
Allah). I will not know if he woke up before me or 
he received his due (because of his) 
unconsciousness on (Mount) At-Tur. 

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in many 
locations of his Sahih, as did Muslim and Abu 
Dawud. 


As for the Hadith from Abu Hurayrah, Imam 
Ahmad and the Two Sheikhs (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) collected his narration. 


jjj5 t'titl (jSj Ca Kjj 

7:144 (Allah) said: "O Musa I have chosen you 
above men by My Messages, and by My speaking (to 
you). So hold that which I have given you and be of 
the grateful." 
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^ j ^lic. (j-a ^gi A3 1_1 u£j 

f IP ‘Jfl 

7:145 And We wrote for him on the Tablets the 
exhortation all things and the explanation for all 
things (and said): 

^jjL, 1 j-lktj jA j a j&i 

Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your 
people to take the better therein. I shall show you 
the home of the rebellious. 


Jlah chooses Musa and gives Him the Tablets 


Allah says; 


^isii jc. g jis 


(Allah) said: "0 Musa I have chosen you above men by 
My Messages, and by My speaking (to you). 

Allah states that He spoke to Musa directly and 
informed him that He has chosen him above the 
people of his time, by His Message and by 
speaking to him. 

Here we should mention that there is no doubt that 
Muhammad is the chief of all the Children of Adam, the 
earlier and later ones among them. This is why Allah has 
chosen him to be the Final and Last Prophet and 
Messenger, whose Law shall remain dominant and valid 
until the commencement of the Last Hour. Muhammad's 
followers are more numerous than the followers of all 
Prophets and Messengers. After Muhammad, the next in 
rank of honor and virtue is Ibrahim upon him be peace,, 
then Musa, son of Imran, who spoke to the Most 
Beneficent directly. 
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Allah commanded Musa, saying, 


Ua 


So hold to that which I have given you, 
of My Speech and conversation with you, 

(1 i i ) jjjSlIill r_ya j _ _ _ 


and be of the grateful, 

for it and do not ask for what is beyond your 
capacity to bear. 

gjji J Ajaf. a (JS jj-a l 1 jj£ j 


And We wrote for him on the Tablets the exhortation all 
things and the explanation for all things: 

Allah stated that He has written lessons and 
exhortation for all things and explanations for all 
things on the Tablets. 

It was said that in the Tablets, Allah wrote advice 
and the details of the commandments for lawful 
and prohibited matters. The Tablets contained the 
Tawrah, that Allah described; 

Uill&t Ua jkj jjja (.-1 j£3l Ijjjl?. 

And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had 
destroyed the generations of old -- the 
Scripture as an enlightenment for 
mankind. (28:43) 

It was also said that Allah gave Musa the Tablets 
before the Tawrah, and Allah knows best. 


Allah said next, 

.. s; t. 


Hold unto these with firmness, 
be firm on the obedience, 
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and enjoin your people to take the better therein. 

Sufyan bin Uyaynah said, "Abu Sa'd narrated to us from 
Ikrimah from Ibn Abbas that; 

"Musa, peace be upon him, was commanded to 
adhere to the toughest of what was ordained on 
his people." 

Allah's statement, 

£©) jjjL All Hi jsSjjtul ... 

I shall show you the home of the rebellious, 

means, you will witness the recompense of those 
who defy My order and deviate from My 
obedience, the destruction, demise and utter loss 
they will suffer. 


iA Clj'J&H i-f- 

' ioa v q * *js 'ji o!j 3a 

7:146 I shall turn away from My Ayat those who 
behave arrogantly on the earth, without a right, and 
(even) if they see all the Ayat, they will not believe 
in them. 

^jjj dJj did 1 jjj u!j 

1 jjISj llLAlj ’(4SL (ilji o j/Vyj 

d^_6 l^JC. 

And if they see the way of righteousness, they will 
not adopt it as the way, but if they see the way of 
error, they will adopt that way, that is because they 
have rejected Our Ayat and were heedless of them. 
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'ijjfi l Mj I_$£ 

7:147 Those who deny Our Ayat and the meeting in 
the Hereafter, vain are their deeds. 

jjty IjjIS U % Oj jy U* 

Are they requited with anything except what they 
used to do! 


Arrogant People will be deprived of Allah's Ayai 


Allah said, 

... <J* UJJ^J °Cf- t-a 

I shall turn away from My Ayat those who behave 
arrogantly on the earth, without a right. 

Allah says, "I shall deprive the hearts of those 
who are too proud to obey Me, and arrogant with 
people without right, from understanding the 
signs and proofs that testify to My Might, Law and 
Commandments." 


And just as they acted arrogantly without justification, 
Allah has disgraced them with ignorance. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 


sjx (_fjt y ^ US J ■ ^3-il a 


And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes 
away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
therein for the first time. (6:110) 

aIII £\'j 1 ji\'j Ilia 

So when they turned away (from the path of 
Allah), Allah turned their hearts away (from the 
right path). (61:5) 
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Sufyan bin Uyaynah commented on this Ayah, °d~ LijlaLu 
u^j&l A UJ JiQ (I shall turn away from 

My Ayat those who behave arrogantly on the earth, 
without a right), 

"(Allah says) I shall snatch away comprehension 
of the Qur'an from them and turn them away 
from My Ayat." 

Ibn Jarir commented on Sufyan's statement that, 

"This indicates that this part of the Ayah 
is addressed to this Ummah." 

This is not necessarily true, for Ibn 'Uyaynah 
actually meant that this occurs in every Ummah 
and that there is no difference between one 
Ummah and another Ummah in this regard. 

Allah knows best. 

Allah said next, 


... LgJ H A-jl (JS Ijjj (jlj ... 

and (even) if they see all the Ayat, they will not believe 
in them. 


Allah said in a similar Ayah, 


agjlc. ‘" afla. ^jj jll (j) 
'fj&l iSStJh Ijjj 2uU *& °jlj 


Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of 
your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until 
they see the painful torment. (10:96-97) 


Allah's statement, 


iLi±ui V iS J Ijjj qIj ... 


And if they see the way of righteousness, they will not 
adopt it as the way, 
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means, even if the way of guidance and safety 
appears before them, they will not take it, 

iLi±ui aj^£*31 (Jjjjui ijJj ... 


but if they see the way of error, they will adopt that way, 

but if the way that leads to destruction and 
misguidance appears to them, they adopt that 
way. 

Allah explains why they do this, 

IjjUIj t£iJ2... 

that is because they have rejected Our Ayat, 
in their hearts, 


p i 1) (jjJaUs. lg3ic. 1 jjlii j 


and were heedless of them. 

gaining no lessons from the Ayat. 

Allah's statement, 

1"fi-T-v 5-Uslj (jjjllj 

Those who deny Our Ayat and the meeting in the 
Hereafter, vain are their deeds. 

indicates that whoever among them does this, 
remaining on this path until death, then all his 
deeds will be in vain. 

Allah said next, 

( ^ f V) jj j£a*J 1 Ua VI 0 (J^ 

Are they requited with anything except what they used 
to do! 

meaning, 'We only recompense them according to 
the deeds that they performed, good for good and 
evil for evil. Surely, as you bring forth, you reap the 
harvest thereof.' 
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* Z f . 0 0 £ o o - " 4 * o ^ 4 ^ 

4J jLax. Ag-ji^ (j-« o4xj ^ j3 -li^ii j 


» I- * 

J’J^ 


7:148 And the people of Musa made in his absence, 
out of their ornaments, the image of a calf (for 
worship). It had a sound. 

IjSSTj ij& 5 l V j ^ V «l rjj ^ 

Did they not see that it could neither speak to them 
nor guide them to the way! They took it (for 
worship) and they were wrongdoers. 

a 44 <* a fiS-' o <* o 4 C£f «o f-' o of -4 -* ,*4 « 35 ■*-' 

I^]l 9 I 43 a^Jl ' Ag_jJLjl ^3 Lajj 

7:149 And when they regretted and saw that they 
had gone astray, they said: 

"If our Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive us, 
we shall certainly be of the losers!" 


Allah tells; 




a! I jj, N yr. ^ja a-ikj (j*a ^a^a Aijl j 


And the people of Musa made in his absence, out of their 
ornaments, the image of a calf (for worship). It had a 
sound. 


Allah describes the misguidance of those who 
worshipped the calf that As-Samiri made for them from 
the ornaments they borrowed from the Copts. He made 
the shape of a calf with these ornaments and threw in it 
a handful of dust from the trace of the horse that the 
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Angel Jibril was riding, and the calf seemed to moo. This 
occurred after Musa went for the appointed term with his 
Lord, where Allah told him about what happened when 
he was on Mount Tur. 


Allah said about His Honorable Self, 


Isja HJI && 4*414a 41313 JIS 


(Allah) said: "Verily, We have tried your people in 
your absence, and As-Samiri has led them 
astray." (20:85) 

The scholars of Tafsir have different views over the calf, 
whether it actually became alive and mooing, or if it 
remained made of gold, but the air entering it made it 
appear to be mooing. These are two opinions. Allah 
knows best. 


It was reported that when the statue mooed, the Jews 
started dancing around it and fell into misguidance 
because they adored it. They said that this, the calf, is 
your god and the god of Musa, but Musa forgot it! 

Allah answered them, 

Ltaj V j t ySa 4jlaj V 4 Vt UJ-J^ 

Did they not see that it could not return them a 
word (for answer), and that it had neither power 
to harm them nor to do them good. (20:89) 

Allah said here, 


iLliial '& ■' ^ IjJJ ^ ... 


Did they not see that it could neither speak to them nor 
guide them to the way, 

Allah condemned the Jews for falling into 
misguidance, worshipping the calf and ignoring 
the Creator of the heavens and earth, the Lord 
and King of all things. They worshipped besides 
Him a statue made in the shape of a calf, that 
seemed to moo, but it neither spoke to them nor 
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brought them any benefit. Rather, their very 
sense of reason was blinded because of ignorance 
and misguidance. 

p i A) (jjjaJUa 

They took it (for worship) and they were 
wrongdoers. 


Allah's statement, 

La)j 

And when they regretted, 

and felt sorrow for their action, 

1 j-a lH jiijj ILjj l Laa. ^3 1 jjl 1 jlli 1 jll>i La ... 

(> f ^ 


and saw that they had gone astray, they said: "If our 
Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive us, we will 
certainly become among the losers." 


or among the destroyed ones. This was their 
recognition of their sin and their way of seeking 
salvation from Allah the Most Mighty and 
Majestic. 


I aj .iUJ 'Jli UjojI uJaC- -J 


0 ' 0 f 1 to ' f 0' . > 

mKc.1 Lxj W 

7:150 And when Musa returned to his people, angry 
and grieved, he said: "What an evil thing is that 
which you have done during my absence. Did you 
hasten in matter of your Lord!" 

And he threw down the Tablets and seized his 
brother by (the hair of) his head and dragged him 
towards him. 
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iii i J&j ^yja *o! a 'jis 

£-a ^jTarVi V J ^1-lC-V^ dI<a>‘>n 

He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother! Indeed the 
people judged me weak and were about to kill me, 
so make not the enemies rejoice over me, nor put 
me among the people who are wrongdoers." 

cluf j ^3 UlV’Jj j ^ jac.1 Ljj (Jli 

7:151 He (Musa) said: "O my Lord! Forgive me and 
my brother, and admit us into Your mercy, for You 
are the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 


Allah tells; 

IauiI (jUbJaC. ^11 L<2_9 

And when Musa returned to his people, angry and 
grieved, 

Allah states that when Musa returned to his people after 
conversation with his Lord, he became angry and full of 
regret. 

Abu Ad-Darda' said that; 

Asif, or regret, is the severest type of anger. 

(jja 1 (Jli 


He (Musa) said: "What an evil thing is that which you 
have done during my absence." 


evil it is that which you committed after I 
departed and left you, by worshiping the calf, 


VC.I 


Did you hasten in the matter of your Lord, 
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Musa said, 'You wanted me to rush back to you, 
even though (being there) this was Allah's 
decision!' 

Allah said next, 

4-lSI jj j 

And he threw down the Tablets and seized his brother by 
his head and dragged him towards him. 

This Ayah demonstrates the meaning of the Hadith, 

4jjI » xillS jikll (jjLil 


Information is not the same as observation. 


It indicates that Musa threw down the Tablets because 
he was angry at his people, according to the majority of 
scholars of early and latter times. 

Allah said, 4$ lA ji (and seized his brother 

by (the hair of), his head and dragged him towards him), 
for Musa feared that Harun might have not tried hard 
enough to forbid them from their evil action. 

In another Ayah, Allah said, 




erf 


J°jl l_il jj ^ <Jjj diija 


He (Musa) said: "0 Harun ! What prevented you 
when you saw them going astray. That you 
followed me not (according to my advice to you)! 
Have you then disobeyed my order!" 

He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother! Seize 
(me) not by my beard, nor by my head! Verily, I 
feared lest you should say: 'You have caused a 
division among the Children of Israel, and you 
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have not respected (waited or observed) my 
word!'" (20:92-94) 


Here, Allah said that; 

ty.ti 1 jilS j ^_gjI ^jSI (jl (jjl (JUS 

p O < j ^LajOall ^ ^ ' V j f. IJC-S/1 


He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother! Indeed the 
people judged me weak and were about to kill me, so 
make not the enemies rejoice over me, nor put me 
among the people who are wrongdoers." 

Harun said, 'Do not place me on the same level 
as they are, as if I was one of them.' 


Further, Harun said, '0 son of my mother', so 
that Musa would feel more mercy and leniency 
towards him, even though Harun was also the son 
of Musa's father. When Musa was satisfied that 
his brother was innocent, 


(jlj 4 j pYfo Ua^l (_Jj 2 UJ-J-k tjli 

£>akjll 


And Harun indeed had said to them 
beforehand: "0 my people! You are being 
tried in this, and verily, your Lord is 
(Allah) the Most Gracious, so follow me 
and obey my order." (20:90) 

this is when, 

J Cliitj ! ‘Aa. 4j j J jic-l l_ij Jla 

('»') 

he (Musa) said , "0 my Lord! Forgive me and my 
brother, and admit us into Your mercy, for you are the 
Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


209 





e^yil (JjJ <tfll ^a.^y 

J2! '.'' ‘~- J ^Atj L«l3 ^Ijltll JjL ^li 0^*J Ijyia 4^a^3 (jl 

c !j3t3! 


May Allah grant His mercy to Musa! Surely, he 
who observes (something) is nothing like he who 
is informed about it. His Lord, the Exalted and 
Most Honored, told him that his people were 
tested after him, but he did not throw the 
Tablets. When he saw them with his eyes, then 
he threw the Tablets. 


c> Ofci$ a 

q&U % j£*l\ fj 

7:152 Certainly, those who took the calf (for 
worship), wrath from their Lord and humiliation will 
come upon them in the life of this world. 

(j jkj tjffiSj 

Thus do We recompense those who invent lies. 

a j a ci \\ Vu »\i i 

J JJ **- 1 '*£*■} L> “J 

7:153 But those who committed evil deeds and then 
repented afterwards and believed, verily, your Lord 
after (all) that is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 


Allah tells; 

el 1 ) A ‘.' ‘ ^ilj!.ii (JayJl Ij-lall (jjjll (j! 

Certainly, those who took the calf (for worship), wrath 
from their Lord and humiliation will come upon them in 
the life of this world. 
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The 'wrath' mentioned here that struck the 
Children of Israel because of their worshipping 
the calf, means, Allah did not accept their 
repentance until some of them [who did not 
worship the calf (killed others) who worshipped 
the calf]. We mentioned this story in Surah Al- 
Baqarah, 

.lip. ^ ^ V'f ijisia j&jG j\ i 



So turn in repentance to your Creator and 
kill yourselves (the guilty), that will be 
better for you before your Creator." Then 
He accepted your repentance. Truly, He is 
the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful. (2:54) 

As for the humiliation mentioned in the Ayah, it 
pertains to the disgrace and humiliation that the 
Jews suffered in the life of this world. 

Allah's statement, 


(1 0 f <_s Jk_ i j ... 

Thus do We recompense those who invent lies! 

is for all those who invent an innovation (in 
religion). 

Surely, the disgrace resulting from inventing an 
innovation (in religion) and defying Allah's 
Message, will be placed in the heart and from 
there on to the shoulders. 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said; 

"The disgrace of innovation will weigh on their 
shoulders even if they were to gallop on their 
mules or trot on their work horses." 

Ayub As-Sakhtiyani narrated from Abu Qilabah Al-Jarmi 
that he commented on this Ayah, 

(Thus do We recompense those who invent lies), 
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"By Allah! This Ayah is for all those who invent a 
lie, until the Day of Resurrection." 

Also, Sufyan bin Uyaynah said, 

"Every person who invents a Bid'ah (innovation 
in the religion) will taste disgrace." 

Allah tells His servants that He accepts repentance from His 
servants for any sin, even Shirk, Kufr, hypocrisy and 
disobedience. 

Allah said: 




But those who committed evil deeds and then repented 
afterwards and believed, verily, your Lord, (0 
Muhammad, Messenger of Repentance and Prophet of 
Mercy), 




0 * 


after that, 


after committing that evil action, 

is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Abdullah bin Mas'ud was 
asked about a man committing fornication with a woman 
and then marrying her, and Ibn Mas'ud recited this 

Ayah, 




ClAjjLall 1 jiac. 

jjSa 


But those who committed evil deeds and then 
repented afterwards and believed, verily, your 
Lord after (all) that is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 


Abdullah recited this Ayah ten times, neither allowing 
nor disallowing it. 
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LS ^J l—jliaxll (jC. C &* Lalj 

^ *' 0 ' 0 £" * 0 .* " • &t 1* ' 0 ' " H * « " .*'% 

{* Ui^ <_£A& l$aa 


4 

\XA1 1 


7:154 And when the anger of Musa calmed, he took 
up the Tablets; and in their inscription was 
guidance and mercy for those who fear their Lord. 


Musa picked up the Tablets when His Anger subsided 


Allah said next, 


dlSjoi Lalj 


And when calmed (and subsided), 




1^ J* CP 


the anger of Musa (with his people), 

^ I jfy I -lii 


he took up the Tablets, 


which he had thrown out of jealousy for Allah and 
anger for His sake, because of his people 
worshipping the calf, 


(>°i) u jjaJJ j) fA oi^ JJ l s& lAj 


and in their inscription was guidance and mercy for those 
who fear their Lord. 


Several scholars of Tafsir said that when Musa threw the 
Tablets on the ground they were shattered and he 
collected the pieces afterwards. Musa found in its 
inscription guidance and mercy, but the specific details 
of the Law was lost, so they said. 

They also claimed that the shattered pieces of the 
Tablets still remained in the treasury safes of some 
Israelite kings until the Islamic State came into 
existence. 


Only Allah knows if these statements are true. 
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llola 1 n ij^S ^ui jllik! j 

'JIS Aik'jll 

7:155 And Musa chose out of his people seventy (of 
the best) men for Our appointed time and place of 
meeting, and when they were seized with a violent 
earthquake, he said: 

■ja Uj ufifeS 'j$j ’j* cU ds "J 40 

"O my Lord, if it had been Your Will, You could have 
destroyed them and me before; would You destroy 
us for the deeds of the foolish among us! 

e-Ujjj j LgJ (JuJaJ V] (jl 

It is only Your trial by which You lead astray whom 
You will, and keep guided whom You will. 

jlk duf J t£akj! J lH jic. li IjjJj du! 

You are our protector, so forgive us and have mercy 
on us: for You are the best of those who forgive. 

Uj* dj s'jiVi yij aiii »i* as List j 


7:156 "And ordain for us good in this world, and in 
the Hereafter. Certainly we have Hudna unto You." 

dA juuj j (j -0 ^^^Iac. (Jli 

^Jb JS^jll uj^j 'dJ&'dik ViSSSL^ f ^ 

u jVj!i 

He said: (As to) My punishment I afflict therewith 
whom I will and My mercy embraces all things. That 
(mercy) I shall ordain for those who have Taqwa, 
and give Zakah; and those who believe in Our Ayat. 
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Seventy Men from the Children of Israel go for the appointed 
'eeting Place that Allah designated, Allah later on destroys 


The 




Allah tells; 


<akjll Cala lJjl a'21 tjjJ’-lui 4 _/jj3 jLlklj 


And Musa chose out of his people seventy (of the best) 
men for Our appointed time and place of meeting, and 
when they were seized with a violent earthquake, 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented; 

"Allah commanded Musa to choose seventy men. 

So he chose them and proceeded with them in 
order that they supplicate to their Lord. Their 
supplication included asking Allah, 

'0 Allah! Give us what you have never given 
anyone before us and will never give anyone after 
us!' Allah disliked this supplication and they were 
seized with a violent earthquake, 

(_^IjIj i" iLui jJ L_lj <JU 


He said: "0 my Lord, if it had been Your 
will, You could have destroyed them and 
me before.'" 


As-Suddi said, 

"Allah commanded Musa to come with thirty men 
from the Children of Israel, apologizing for 
worshipping the calf; and He gave them an 
appointed time and place. 

<J*j (And Musa chose out of his people seventy (of 
the best) men). 

He chose these men and went along with them so 
that they could apologize. When they reached the 
appointed place, they said, & &»£ (We shall 
never believe in you), (2:55) '0 Musa, 

until we see Allah plainly, for you spoke to 
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Him,' they said, 'therefore, show Him to us.' 
4jjc.C-a3l (but they were struck with a bolt of 

lightning) (4:153) and they died. 

Musa stood up crying, invoking Allah, 'O Lord! 
What should I tell the Children of Israel, when I 
go back to them after You destroyed their best 
men!’ ’<S£ 40 ("O my Lord, if 

it had been Your will, You could have destroyed 
them and me before").'" 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 

"Musa chose seventy of the best men from the 
Children of Israel. He said to them, 'Go to the 
meeting with Allah and repent for what you 

committed. Beg His forgiveness for those of your 
people whom you left behind. Fast, purify 

yourselves and clean your clothes.' 

So, he went with them to Mount Tur in Sinai for 
the meeting place and time designated by his 
Lord. He went there only with the leave and 
knowledge of Allah. 

According to what has been mentioned to me, 
when the seventy did what he ordered them to 
do, and went with him to the meeting of Musa 

with his Lord, they said, ' Request that we may 

also hear the words of our Lord.' 

So he replied, ' I shall.' 

When Musa approached the mountain it became 
completely covered with columns of clouds, Musa 
approached it and entered in them. He said to the 
people, ' Approach.' 

But when Allah spoke to Musa, his cloak was 
surrounded by a brilliant light which no human 
could bear to look at, so below him a barrier was 
placed and the people approached. 

When they entered the cloud they fell prostrate 
and they heard Him while he was speaking to 
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Musa, commanding him and forbidding him, 
saying what to do and what not to do. When He 
completed commanding him, and removed the 
cloud from Musa, he faced the people and they 
said, 'O Musa! We will not believe in you unless 
we see Allah directly.' So the thunder shook 
them, their souls were captured and they all died. 
Musa stood up invoking, begging and supplicating 
to his Lord, ijty'j <> •vU ("O my 

Lord, if it had been Your will, You could have 
destroyed them and me before).'" 

meaning, 'They were foolish. Would You destroy 
anyone who comes after me from the Children of 
Israel' 

Ibn Abbas, Qatadah, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari 
said, 

"They were seized by the tremor or lightning, 
because they neither shunned nor forbade their 
people who worshipped the calf." 

This is supported by Musa's statement, 

tia r 1 ^ a". .Jl t_Jx3 UaJ L&Igjf 

"would You destroy us for the deeds of the fools 
among us!" 

He said next, 

...asaavr^’d... 

"It is only Your Fitnah!" 

According to Ibn Abbas, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Abu Al-Aliyah, 
Ar-Rabi bin Anas and several among the Salaf and latter 
scholars, 

affliction, test and trial, 

This is the only plausible meaning, in which Musa says, 

... <j-a jj-a LgJ JjJaJ ... 

by which You lead astray whom You will, and 
keep guided whom You will. 
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"The decision is Yours (O Allah), and the 
judgment, and whatever You will occurs. You 
misguide whom You will, guide whom You will, 
and none can guide whom You misguide or 
misguide whom You guide. There is none who can 
give what You deprive or avert what You give. 

The sovereignty is all Yours, and Yours is the 
judgment, the creation and the decision." 

The Ayah, 

poo) (jjjilill jli. Clulj tfokjl'j 12 °Jl 13 1Cut.... 

"You are our protector, so forgive us and have mercy on 
us: for You are the best of those who forgive." 

pertains to (Allah's) covering the mistake and not 
punishing for the sin. 

Whenever mercy is mentioned along with forgiveness 
(such as in Musa's supplication to Allah), it includes the 
hope that Allah does not permit one to fall into that act 
again. 

jja cAj ("for You are the best of those who 
forgive)," 

for none except You can forgive the sin. 

"And ordain for us good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter." 

The first part of Musa's supplication was to fend 
off what should be avoided, while this part is a 
request for what is sought. 

The meaning of this Ayah is, 

'ordain for us and grant us all that is good in 
both lives. 

We mentioned the meaning of 'good' before in 
Surah Al-Baqarah. 
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... liUj q... 


"We have Hudna unto You." 

According to the meaning of, 'Hudna', given by Ibn 
Abbas, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Abu Al-Aliyah, Ad- 
Dahhak, Ibrahim At-Taymi, As-Suddi, Qatadah and 
several others, 

'we repent, go back and return unto You,' 


Allah's Mercy is for Those W ho have Taqwa and believe in| 
Allah's Ay at and His MessengerB^^ ^^ I^^^^^^^^^^ 


Allah answers the statement, 4 SjjjA Vj ^ u! (It is only Your 
trial...) (7:155), by saying, 

(JS 3 j list (j-a 4 j 1 .'*^t ^jl^c. Jli 

He said: (As to) My punishment I afflict therewith whom 
I will and My mercy embraces all things. 

Allah says here, 'I do what I will, decide what I 
will and I have wisdom and justice in all matters.' 
Certainly, there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah. Allah's statement, 

(and My mercy embraces all things) testifies 
to His encompassing mercy. 

Allah said that the angels who carry His Throne 
and those around the Throne supplicate, 

t j JJi dlsu-uj HjJ 

"Our Lord! You comprehend all things in 
mercy and knowledge." (40:7) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jundub bin Abdullah Al- 
Bajali said, 

"A Bedouin man came, he made his camel kneel 
and he tied it. Then he prayed behind the 
Messenger of Allah. When the Messenger of Allah 
finished the prayer, that man untied his camel 
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mounted it and supplicated aloud, ' 0 Allah! Grant 
Your mercy to me and to Muhammad, and do not 
give a share in it to anyone else.' 


The Messenger of Allah commented (to his 
Companions), 


'Jla Co 1 jsuujil £> jjxJ 12 a 


Do you think that this man is more misguided or 
his camel! Did you not hear what this man has 
said? 


They said, 'Yes.' 
He said, 


•Co^.^) 5CLo (jjIk au! (jl -Co^j 1 1 'jal 

' * Y'' C -j_? ' * ‘ 21 j I g V>- II l_gj i_el-.! VIj 'Jjjtl 

? a jjjij (Jj-iat jA jjjjljjUj Ixjl.u oJjC. 


You (the Bedouin man) have restricted a vast 
mercy! Allah, the Exalted, the most Honored has 
created a hundred mercies and sent down one of 
them by which the creation, men, Jinn and 
animals, show mercy to each other. He left with 
Him ninety-nine mercies, so do you say that this 
man is more misguided or his camel? 

Ahmad and Abu Dawud collected this Hadith. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Salman narrated that the 
Prophet said, 


I g ■CCi.j AjLo (J2.j jc. A& (jl 
(j-lJ-u.ljj Ajl .oil 'J£j UpUj! ^Ic. 




Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, has a 
hundred mercies. With one of them, the creations 
show mercy to each other, and even the beasts 
show kindness to their offspring. He has kept 
ninety-nine mercies with Him for the Day of 
Resurrection. 


Muslim recorded it. 
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Allah said next, 


u jAj Ui : 




That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who have Taqwa, 


meaning, I will ordain My mercy for them, as a 
favor and kindness from Me to them. Allah said in 
a similar Ayah, 


A . aflj Jc. C-uS 


He has prescribed mercy for Himself. (6:12) 

Allah's statement, 'CaM (for those who have 

Taqwa), 


means, ' I will ordain My mercy for those who 
possess these qualities, and they are the Ummah 
of Muhammad,' ui" (for those who have 

Taqwa), who avoid Shirk and major sins, 


... SUSjM ... 


and give Zakah; 

purify themselves, according to one opinion. 

It was also said that, 

'the Zakah', here pertains to wealth. 

It is possible that both meanings are included here, for 
this Ayah was revealed in Makkah (before Zakah in 
fixed shares was ordained), 

p 0“l) (jjla’jj IjjIjLj (JjaSIj ... 

and those who believe in Our Ayat. 
those who have faith in them. 
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^-£11 cJiji-jll Jj*r& O^' 


7:157 Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet 
who can neither read nor write whom they find 
written of with them in the Tawrah and the Injil, 

^ u^j ' ip & U J 

^15 ydt a^-Vt j 

— he commands them to do good; and forbids them 
from evil; he makes lawful for them the good 
things, and forbids them from the evil things, he 
releases them from their heavy burdens and from 
the fetters that were upon them. 

J all) 1 a*_ul a 0 a Jj^aj a 0 a J jc. a 4_1 1 aidf. /jjjlllS 

So those who believe in him, honor him, help him, 
and follow the light which has been sent down with 
him, it is they who will be successful. 


Allah tells; 

^AAic. IjjjlLa (_£pll j ■»/'.' 

... Mtwjp 


Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write whom they find written of with 
them in the Tawrah and the Injil, 

This is the description of the Prophet Muhammad 
in the Books of the Prophets. They delivered the 
good news of his advent to their nations and 
commanded them to follow him. His descriptions 
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were still apparent in their Books, as the rabbis 
and the priests well know. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sakhr Al-Uqayli said 
that a Bedouin man said to him, 

"I brought a milk-producing camel to Al-Madinah 
during the life time of Allah's Messenger. After I 
sold it, I said to myself, 'I will meet that man 
(Muhammad) and hear from him.' So I passed by 
him while he was walking between Abu Bakr and 
Umar, and I followed them until they went by a 
Jewish man, who was reading from an open copy 
of the Tawrah. He was mourning a son of his 
who was dying and who was one of the most 
handsome boys. The Messenger of Allah asked 
him (the father), 

*^''*5 \t-"' Ja 

I ask you by He Who has sent down the Tawrah, 
do you not find the description of me and my 
advent in your Book? 

He nodded his head in the negative. 

His son said, ' Rather, yes, by He Who has sent 
down the Tawrah! We find the description of you 
and your advent in our Book. I bear witness that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah 
and that you are the Messenger of Allah.' 

The Prophet said (to the Companions), 

Stop the Jew (the father) from (taking care of) 
your brother (in Islam). 

The Prophet then personally took care of the 
son's funeral and led the funeral prayer on him.'" 

This Hadith is sound and is supported by a 
similar Hadith in the Sahih narrated from Anas. 
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Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Muthanna said that Ata' bin 
Yasar said, 

"I met Abdullah bin 'Amr and asked him, 'Tell 
me about the description of Allah's Messenger in 

the Tawrah.' 

He said, 'Yes, by Allah! He is described in the 
Tawrah, just as he is described in the Qur'an, 

IjjJjj IjaUj Uj L$jI o Prophet! 

Verily, We have sent you as a witness, and a 
bearer of glad tidings, and a warner. (33:45) as a 
safe refuge for the unlettered ones. 'You are My 
servant and Messenger. I have called you 'Al- 
Mutawakkil’ (who trusts in Allah), not hard or 
harsh.' Neither uttering foul speech in the 
markets nor returning evil deed with one in kind. 
Rather, he forgives and forgoes. Allah will not end 
his life until He straightens through him the 
crooked religion, so that they might proclaim, 
'There is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah.' He will open through him sealed hearts, 
deaf ears and blind eyes.'" 

Ata' then said, 

"I also met Ka'b and asked him the same 
question, and his answer did not differ from 
Abdullah's answer, even concerning one letter." 

Al-Bukhari recorded it from Abdullah bin 'Amr. It 
was also recorded by Al-Bukhari (up to the word) 
forgoes. And he mentioned the narration of 
Abdullah bin 'Amr then he said; "It was common 
in the speech of our Salaf that they describe the 
Books of the People of the Two Scriptures as the 
Tawrah, as some Hadiths concur. Allah knows 
best." 

Allah's statement, 

(jC. i—Sj 

He commands them to do good; and forbids them from 
evil; 
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This is the description of the Messenger of Allah in 
previous Books. These were the true qualities of our 
Messenger, as well, for he only ordained good and 
forbade evil. 

We should mention here that Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, 

"When you hear Allah's statement, fj"' 6^' tfcjl Ij 
( 0 you who believe!), then pay it your full 
attention, for it is a good that you are being 
commanded, or an evil that you are being 
forbidden." 


And the most important and greatest of these commands 
and prohibitions, is that Allah has sent the Messenger to 
order worshipping Him Alone without partners and forbid 
worshipping others besides Him. This is the Message that 
Allah has sent all Messengers with before Muhammad, 
just as Allah said, 


Cj jLU! 1 jjjSklj aUI Ij^I J V jLj "a2 'S 




And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a 
Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid the Taghut (false deities)." (16:36) 


Allah's statement, 


jV- CliLuii]| lWjj ... 


He makes lawful for them the good things, and forbids 
them from the evil things, 

meaning, he makes the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, 
Wasilah and Ham, etc., lawful. They were 
prohibitions that they invented which were only 
hard for themselves. He also forbids them from 
evil things, such as the flesh of the pig, Riba, and 
foods that were treated as lawful although Allah 
the Exalted had forbidden them. 


Ali bin Abi Talhah reported this from Ibn Abbas. 
Allah's statement, 
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C-ijlS ~' 1 ~- j *_iJaJj ... 


He (Muhammad) releases them from their heavy 
burdens, and from the fetters that were upon them. 

indicates that Muhammad came with leniency and 
an easy religion. 

As mentioned in the Hadith recorded from many routes 
that Allah's Messenger said, 


4-aIaUl .' tluxj 

I was sent with the easy way of Hanifiyyah 
(monotheism). 

The Prophet said to the two Commanders he appointed, 
Mu'adh and Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, when he sent them to 
Yemen, 




Bring glad tidings and do not drive people away, 
make things easy and do not make them difficult, 
obey each other and do not differ among 
yourselves. 

Abu Barzah Al-Aslami, the Prophet's Companion, said, 


"I accompanied the Messenger of Allah and saw 
how easy he was. The nations that were before us 
had things made difficult for them in their laws. 
Allah made the law encompassing and easy for 
this Ummah. Hence the statement of the 
Messenger of Allah, 


jt (Jsj 12a joifljl 4 j 12a (jl 


Allah has forgiven my Ummah for what occurs in 
themselves, as long as they do not utter it or act 
upon it. 


The Prophet said, 


AjIc. I j j Cfi" 
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My Ummah was forgiven (by Allah) unintentional 
errors, forgetfulness and what they are forced to 
do." 

This is why Allah has guided this Ummah to proclaim, 


utu.t jl aa <jj a>a a y Sj 

"Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into 
error, 

jc iiLi. os I'jiai at uai y j aj 
as 

our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that 
which You did lay on those before us (Jews and 
Christians); 

Aj a!O a V U V j Ijjj 

our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than 
we have strength to bear. 

j ui jac-l j uc. c ac.1 j 

Pardon us and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy 
on us. 

'jjji^l Je. Cajf 

You are our Mawla (Patron, Supporter and 
Protector) and give us victory over the 
disbelieving people. 

( 2 : 286 ) 
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It is recorded in Sahih Muslim that (the Prophet said 
that); 

Allah the Exalted said after every one of these 
supplications, "I shall accept (your supplication)." 

Allah's statement, 

* ■ a J c Aj 

So those who believe in him, honor him, help him. 
refers to respecting and honoring Muhammad, 

Ajua 

and follow the light which has been sent down with him, 

the Qur'an and the revelation (Sunnah) that the 
Prophet delivered to mankind, 

( ) O V) 4liJ j! 

it is they who will be successful, 
in this life and the Hereafter. 


y ^ a 4 ii a J. Lviiit as 

tijkj j =4 j* yi u\ y (jijVtj at. 

7:158 Say: "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all 
as the Messenger of Allah — to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth. None has 
the right to be worshipped but He. It is He Who 
gives life and causes death. 

4lb u a 'JSS 4 jLjj 41b 1 JU1 

o jxjj! j A") xiKj 

So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet 
who can neither read nor write, who believes in 
Allah and His Words, and follow him so that you 
may be guided." 
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Muhammad's Message is Universal 


Allah says to His Prophet and Messenger Muhammad, 


...us 


Say, (0 Muhammad), 

.. g... 


O mankind! 

this is directed to mankind red and black, and the 
Arabs and non-Arabs alike, 

I x. Xaa. Alll Uj^j cPi .... 

I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah, 

This Ayah mentions the Prophet's honor and 
greatness, for he is the Final Prophet who was 
sent to all mankind (and the Jinns). 

Allah said, 

Aj I.1A ^11 di aIII Ja 

Say, "Allah is Witness between you and I; this 
Qur'an has been revealed to me that I may 
therewith warn you and whomsoever it may 
reach." (6:19) 


but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will 
be their promised meeting place. (11:17) 

aii 1 jxiTmf (jla °ajlaX.(.. 1 '\<11 1 jJjf (jjj2 (JSj 

^_L3I CoSla r/jl jl j I jiAl 

And say to those who were given the Scripture 
and to the illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you 
(also) submit yourselves (to Allah in Islam)!" If 
they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn 
away, your duty is only to convey the Message. 
(3:20) 
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There are many other Ayat and more Hadiths than can 
be counted on this subject. It is also well-known in our 
religion that the Messenger of Allah was sent to all 
mankind (and the Jinns). 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' said, 


"Abu Bakr and Umar had an argument in which 
Abu Bakr made Umar angry. So Umar went away 
while angry and Abu Bakr followed him asking 
him to forgive him, but Umar refused. Umar shut 
his door closed in Abu Bakr's face and Abu Bakr 
went to the Messenger of Allah while we were 
with him. The Messenger of Allah said, 


j-alx. 1JA 


£1 


This fellow of yours (Abu Bakr) has made 
someone angry! 

Umar became sorry for what he did, went to the 
Prophet and greeted him with the Salam and sat 
next to him, telling him what had happened. The 
Messenger of Allah became angry (at Umar), and 
realizing that, Abu Bakr said, 'O Allah's 
Messenger! It was me who was unjust.' 


The Messenger of Allah said, 




Ljjt 13 ; dJs 
c&La j 'Jlij 


cPJ iJ A A A ^ 

diA; ^jla3 I » dll (J jj-u j) 


Will you leave my Companion (Abu Bakr) alone! I 
said, '0 People! I am the Messenger of Allah to 
you all,' and you said, 'You lie,' but Abu Bakr 
declared, 'You said the truth.'" 

Al-Bukhari recorded it. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abbas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


|^d3 A_S^sf Uj ^ I ' [l ^ dujaC.f 


SJJXj J^ktll Alls ^ J\ 
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C5^ (Jaj jalj J • 

Ijj^aj IV ulo V 3 J^' CS^ ‘ "V^ J • 

iSA C5^ <fclijuJI CluJaC-f j • 

IV U 


I have been given five things which were not 
given to any Prophet before me, and I do not say 
it out of pride. 

• I was sent to all mankind (their) black and 
white alike. 

• Allah made me victorious by fright, (by His 
frightening my enemies) for a distance of 
one month's journey. 

• The spoils of war are lawful for me, yet it 
was not lawful for anyone else before me. 

• The earth has been made for me (and for 
my followers) a place for praying and a 
thing to perform purification with. 

• I have been given the Shafa'ah (right of 
intercession), and I saved it for my 
Ummah on the Day of Resurrection. 
Therefore, the Shafa'ah will reach those 
who associate none with Allah in worship. 

This Hadith's chain of narration is suitable, but 
the Two Sahihs did not record it. 


Allah's statement, 

... Vj > Vi V v o-jVij pijiVsi ... 

to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth. None has the right to be worshipped but He. It is 
He Who gives life and causes death. 

describes Allah by the words of the Messenger 
that He Who has sent him is the Creator, Lord 
and King of all things and in His Hand is the 
control, life, death and the decision. 


231 




Just as Allah said 


... i J^i *1 ji -jj aUl i jioii... 

So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet who 
can neither read nor write, 

Allah proclaims here that Muhammad is His 
Messenger and reiterates this fact by 
commanding that he be believed in and followed. 
Allah said, (The Prophet who can neither 

read nor write) who you were promised and given 
the good news of in previous revealed books. 
Certainly, Muhammad was amply described in the 
previous books, including his description as being 
the unlettered Prophet. 

Allah's statement, 


‘CLaIS j aIILj 


who believes in Allah and His Words, 

means, his actions conform with his words and he 
believes in what he was given from his Lord. 

> > it- 


And follow him, 

embrace his path and guidance, 

p °a) (j ... 

so that you may be guided, (to the Straight Path). 


•" i o " *4 •" * o ' v» £ £ ^ S o " 

U^ f J 3 U^J 

7:159 And of the people of Musa there is a 
community who lead (the men) with truth and 
establish justice therewith. 
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Allah says; 


(^ 0 ^) L)J^4*9 Ajj UJ~^£ Alaf Ui°_5 

And of the people of Musa there is a community who 
lead (the men) with truth and establish justice therewith. 

Allah stated that of the Children of Israel there 
are some who follow the truth and judge by it, 
just as He said in other Ayat, 

(Jjl! s-lll?. Alii ill A_jili Ala? ^_l j£3| Ja! (jji 

" > > 0 - 

jjg \ 


A party of the people of the Scripture stand for 
the right, they recite the verses of Allah during 
the hours of the night, prostrating themselves in 
prayer. (3:113) 


(J jll Uo j 'Jji Laj aUL CfcAjy L)L3 ;. 1 JaI L)!j 

iA\ Ijf ilila LLai Alii C1 i_A_j (jjjjjli V All qaxJIi a ^j3) 

lJ ^ 1)W 


-iLuisJl aUI 


And there are, certainly, among the People of the 
Scripture, those who believe in Allah and in that 
which has been revealed to you, and in that which 
has been revealed to them, humbling themselves 
before Allah. They do not sell the verses of Allah 
for a small price, for them is a reward with their 
Lord. Surely, Allah is Swift in account. (3:199) 

Aj a!j 3 LJ? 0 li 3SJI 

i> IS \ 1 \ 1All Aj 0*1* 1 jUS PiJ 

^laluLtt AXi3 




Lai (jjijy ‘^3 


Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, 
they believe in it (the Qur'an). And when it is 
recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. 
Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we have been from those who submit 
themselves. These will be given their reward 
twice over, because they are patient. (28:52-54) 
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121 aX>3 Ijjj! jyiSl (jjj V jl 4 j (Ja 

Iwii' ^jliA^U j^ r - < _ 5 3 jj 

V ^jtA-cJ LLj Jc. j jlS (jl ll-Jj j)La-Jj. ■ 

Vr. j l'o-». ^.jjjjj j a^j.j (jlij">U (j j j 

Verily, those who were given knowledge before it, 
when it (this Qur'an) is recited to them, fall down 
on their faces in humble prostration. And they 
say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of 
our Lord must be fulfilled." And they fall down on 
their faces weeping and it increases their 
humility. (17:107-109) 


a=GJ %'j&. jssi V; v-u r, 

7:160 And We divided them into twelve tribes (as 
distinct) nations. 

o # i f i ^ o <* > <*o £0 i * * " ^ 7'o " o f" 

A q>>i n>i) jl ^1 I iia. jl j 

^Ic. jl Ujc. 6jlic. IjjjI Aj-« tillx«akj 

0 •* " 0 :> 1 '.f * ♦#- 

£jJdU) 

We revealed to Musa when his people asked him for 
water (saying): "Strike the stone with your stick," 
and there gushed forth out of it twelve springs, 
each group knew its own place for water. 

I jK ^jLi\j jJI Qji j '^\ ‘fg*. 

Ca t"i jjJa 


We shaded them with the clouds and sent down 
upon them the manna and the quail (saying): "Eat 
of the good things with which We have provided 
you." 
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They harmed Us not but they used to harm 
themselves. 


0 .’.‘i 

A ' U tl 


l£. IjlSj 5JjS3t»jJk I JSJi J43 'Jjl ilj 
^ 43 ‘jiSu i&i. loi i j£ji j i jJj 


"**>« 


ill Aj^Iuj 


7:161 And (remember) when it was said to them: 
"Dwell in this town (Jerusalem) and eat therefrom 
wherever you wish, and say, ' (O Allah) forgive our 
sins'; and enter the gate prostrating (bowing with 
humility). We shall forgive you your wrongdoings. 
We shall increase (the reward) for the good-doers." 

ujLijta “43 m a 'ji. yj 41.1 jilt oiJ L&a 


Oj&i 1Cu f UUl '<> 


ss.o 0 0 -y 


7:162 But those among them who did wrong, 
changed the word that had been told to them. So 
We sent on them a torment from the heaven in 
return for their wrongdoings. 


Allah says; 

slLuiLuil 31 ^Jl lip. ji j Ua^sf Oal_Lui! a jii- ^iul a&\ 

^Jc. .33 liic. a jjic- IjjjI ‘Cia dtu^jjla <2 IL^xj jji AJaji 

jluJl j (jUI jl r - I3jjlj ^Lai3l Ljffiaj ^-Jjda (j£ 
^jjxliaj j.aajf Ij^alla Uoj j j Ua dll lHa 1 jlS 

(n.) 


And We divided them into twelve tribes (as distinct) 
nations. We revealed to Musa when his people asked him 
for water (saying): "Strike the stone with your stick," 
and there gushed forth out of it twelve springs, each 
group knew its own place for water. We shaded them 
with the clouds and sent down upon them the manna 
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and the quail (saying): "Eat of the good things with 
which We have provided you." They harmed Us not but 
they used to harm themselves. 


<3aa 1 jlj3j I gLa 1 jlilj a-Ufc 1 j x jj) ^3 (Jj3 j 

( > 1 J.jjaa. ( aiLl jiij ‘ ii 1 j 


And (remember) when it was said to them: "Dwell in this 
town (Jerusalem) and eat therefrom wherever you wish, 
and say, ' (O Allah) forgive our sins'; and enter the gate 
prostrating (bowing with humility). We shall forgive you 
your wrongdoings. We shall increase (the reward) for the 
good-doers." 

L>° (Jj 3 ^ j3 la Ij-olla (jjjll 

( ^ 1 Y ) ^jj.alia.J 1 Uaj f. Lalall 


But those among them who did wrong, changed the 
word that had been told to them. So We sent on them a 
torment from the heaven in return for their 
wrongdoings.) 

We discussed these Ayat in Surah Al-Baqarah, which was 
revealed in Al-Madinah, while these Ayat were revealed in 
Makkah. 


We also mentioned the difference between the two narrations, 
and thus we do not need to repeat it here, all thanks are due to 
Allah and all the favors are from Him. 


» ’4 >3» '* ^ Ji vjh <> 

jjIj lil diaLill f-k 


V ' 0 " I# J >J, O ..0 " " 0 " 0 J 1 

LC" UjJ -IluJ > QJ n 


V uj^ 


7:163 And ask them about the town that was by the 
sea; when they transgressed in the matter of the 
Sabbath: when their fish came to them openly on 
the Sabbath day, and did not come to them on the 
day they had no Sabbath. 
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Thus We made a trial for them, for they used to 
rebel against Allah's command. 


OjSLi l jSlS 




The Jews transgress the Sanctity of the Sabbath 


This Ayah explains Allah's statement, 

CjjI all °aS la 1 j.Sje.1 ftjc. 

And indeed you knew those among you who 
transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath... (2:65) 


Allah says to His Prophet here, 


And ask them, 


... °<43tJ 


ask the Jews who are with you, about the story of their 
fellow Jews who defied Allah's command, so that His 
punishment overtook them all of a sudden for their evil 
actions, transgression and defiance by way of deceit. 

Also, warn the Jews (O Muhammad) against hiding your 
description that they find in their books, so that they do 
not suffer what their forefathers suffered. 

The village mentioned here is Aylah, on the shore of the 
Qulzum (Red) Sea. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded from Dawud bin Al- 
Husayn from Ikrimah that Ibn Abbas commented on 
Allah's statement, 

... LllilS ^^jll 4 jj£ 3I <jc. .1 j 

And ask them about the town that was by the sea... 

"A village called Aylah between Madyan and At- 
Tur (which is in Sinai). 

Ikrimah, Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi said 
similarly. 
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Allah's statement, 


CjjliJl (jj3kj 21 


when they transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath; 


means, they transgressed in the Sabbath and 
defied Allah's command to them to keep it 
sanctified, 




fvg-'. u 1 1 


jtj_LS. jjtj 31 


when their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath 
day, 

According to Ad-Dahhak who reported it from Ibn Abbas 
that; 

it used to be visible on top of the water. 

^Aj3dj tilI2S V Cjj \'' “ ■' ^ ... 


and did not come to them on the day they had no 
Sabbath. Thus We made a trial of them, 

Ibn Jarir said, 

means, this is how We tested them by making the 
fish swim close to the surface of the water, on the 
day which they were prohibited to fish. The fish 
would be hidden from them on the day when they 
were allowed to fish, (Thus We made a 

trial for them,) so that We test them, 


( "l V) > j_3 a j . jjflJ I Uaj 

for they used to rebel against Allah's command. 

by defying His obedience and rebelling 
against it. 

Therefore, these were a people who used a trick to 
violate Allah's prohibitions, taking an action that seemed 
legal on the surface. However, in reality, this action was 
meant to transgress the prohibition. 
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Imam and scholar Abu Abdullah Ibn Battah reported that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 


2tol I cLliSj jl Uo I U 


Do not repeat what the Jews committed, and 
violate Allah's prohibitions using deceitful tricks. 

This Hadith has a reasonable chain. 


0 f 0 * ‘fc* * * “t 11 I s5 0 ** " A* ** " t 0 * ^ ^ ^ f 0 ** "tl ** 1 ^ 

j) r»g\\g AJj) Lg (jjJ-T* 1 .->g 1/a A_aI CllM j 

iAjAjuJ ulLC- J2ut 


7:164 And when a community among them said: 
"Why do you preach to a people whom Allah is 
about to destroy or to punish with a severe 
torment!" 

(The preachers) said: "In order to be free from guilt 
before your Lord (Allah), and perhaps they may fear 
Allah." 

f JjaJl QC- 1 ‘ij^ j| Aj 1 1 JJOlj l^als 

/j^Q i iiQj CjJ L_)ILxJ 1 j ^TlA J 

7:165 So when they forgot the reminder that had 
been given to them. We rescued those who forbade 
evil, but with a severe torment We seized those 
who did wrong, because they used to rebel against 
Allah's command. 

Iul3 Ajc. ILa <jc- I jjc- LaI3 

7:166 So when they exceeded the limits of what 
they were prohibited. We said to them: "Be you 
monkeys, despised." 
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Those Who breached the Sabbath were turned int o Monkeys, 
but Those Who prohibited Their Actions were savedB§§j^5£''£: 


Allah says; 


Jx Ax? cjli 21 j 


And when a community among them said: 


Allah said that the people of this village were divided into 
three groups, a group that committed the prohibition, 
catching fish on the Sabbath, as we described in the 
Tafsir of Surah Al-Baqarah. Another group prohibited 
them from transgression and avoided them. A third 
group neither prohibited them, nor participated in their 
action. The third group said to the preachers, 


1 ui 121 ^x Alll ^ ... 


"Why do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to 
destroy or to punish with a severe torment!" 

They said, 'why do you forbid these people from 
evil, when you know that they are destroyed and 
have earned Allah's punishment!' Therefore, they 
said, there is no benefit in forbidding them. 

... ?jUS... 

(The preachers) said: 

jjiljj ^1 OJ^LX ... 

"In order to be free from guilt before your Lord (Allah)," 

'for we were commanded to enjoin righteousness 
and forbid evil,' 

(u £) (jj&j ... 

"and perhaps they may fear Allah." 

for on account of our advice, they might stop this 
evil and repent to Allah. Certainly, if they repent 
to Allah, Allah will accept their repentance and 
grant them His mercy.' 
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Allah said, 


1 Ca 1 jj-uj Cals 


So when they forgot the reminder that had been given to 
them, 


when the evil doers refused the advice, 


Italia (jJpll f. jajill '' (jJ.-Ci Llii-lf 


We rescued those who forbade evil, but We seized who 
did wrong, 


who committed the transgression, 


i_>^ 


a_)l iaj 


with a severe torment, 

Allah stated that those who enjoined good were 
saved, while those who committed the 
transgression were destroyed, but He did not 
mention the end of those who were passive (the 
third group), for the compensation is comparable 
to the deed. This type did not do what would 
warrant praise, nor commit wrong so that they 
are admonished. 

Ikrimah said, 

"Ibn Abbas said about the Ayah: 'I do not know 
whether or not the people were saved who said; 
fiKfy * 421' CajS f2 ("Why do you preach to a 

people whom Allah is about to destroy..."). So I 
continued discussing it with him until I convinced 
him that they were. Then he gave me (the gift of) 
a garment." 

Allah said, 

QJ l^aDa (jjpll 

and We seized those who did wrong with a Ba’is 
torment, 

indicating that those who remained were saved. 
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As for ' Ba'is', it means 'severe', according to 
Mujahid, or 'painful', according to Qatadah. 
These meanings are synonymous, and Allah 
knows best. 


(no) 


because they used to rebel against Allah's command. 
Allah said next, 

(m) (jjjjjUk S^ja (=^1 Lila Ajc. Co (jc. 1 jjc. llJa 


So when they exceeded the limits of what they were 
prohibited, We said to them: "Be you monkeys, 
despised." 

(despised), 


humiliated, disgraced and rejected. 


" «•" .♦o*< 0-- o o-«- £ o '^ °* l *" 

i> f ls- 1 ) 4 j 

0 J* " 

L-J) Axil 

7:167 And (remember) when your Lord declared 
that He would certainly keep on sending against 
them, till the Day of Resurrection, those who would 
afflict them with a humiliating torment. 

a* £ i« 4 <• *4 9 - - ^ & 1 

Mj a 

Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution and certainly 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


Eternal Humiliation placed on the Jews 


Allah reminds; 

And (remember) when your Lord declared that He would 
certainly keep on sending against them, 
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(Ta'dhdhana) means 

'declared', according to Mujahid, or 

'ordained', according to others. 

This part of the Ayah indicates a vow, 6^*^ (that 
He will keep on sending against them) against the Jews, 

... 

till the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them 
with a humiliating torment. 

on account of their disobedience, defying Allah's 
orders and Law and using tricks to transgress the 
prohibitions. 

It was reported that Musa required the Jews to pay the 
production tax for seven or thirteen years, and he was 
the first to do so. 

Also, the Jews fell under the humiliating rule of the 
Greek Kushdanin, Chaldeans and later on the Christians, 
who subjugated and disgraced them, and required them 
to pay the Jizyah (tribute tax). 

When Islam came and Muhammad was sent, they 
became under his power and had to pay the Jizyah, as 
well. 

Therefore, the humiliating torment mentioned here 
includes disgrace and paying the Jizyah, as Al-Awfi 
narrated from Ibn Abbas. 

In the future, the Jews will support the Dajjal (False 
Messiah); and the Muslims, along with Isa, son of Mary, 
will kill the Jews. This will occur just before the end of 
this world. 

Allah said next, 


uliJI u!... 

Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution, 


243 


with those who disobey Him and defy His Law, 

(uv) jjSattij... 

and certainly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

for those who repent and go back to Him. 

This Ayah mentions both the mercy, as well as, the 
punishment, so that no despair is felt. Allah often 
mentions encouragement and warning together, so that 
hearts always have a sense of hope and fear. 


0 * 0. ' ' I* tl * -* \* ' f . 0 4 m • » * A *- 

(j j^j t rol l Laa! j 21 ^ ixJzA j 

tslli 

7:168 And We have broken them (the Jews) up into 
various separate groups on the earth: some of them 
are righteous and some are away from that. 


l" '1 Vu Jj i" \ n ii-vllJ 


o > -t'" 


And We tried them with good (blessings) and evil 
(calamities) in order that they might turn (to Allah). 

' . ' ' ' **.$'' ? a ' * o o ' 

(jjA^.U (.-1 iS l) I<■ cjr 0 *• 

US SAj* 

7:169 Then after them succeeded an (evil) 
generation, which inherited the Book, but they 
chose (for themselves) the goods of this low life 
saying: "(Everything) will be forgiven to us." 

a aIL j) j 

And if (again) the offer of the like (evil pleasures of 
this world) came their way, they would (again) 
seize them (would commit those sins). 
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VI 411 Jc 1 jljL V J ^ ffl 

1 jjuj ^ j 

Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them 
that they would not say about Allah anything but 
the truth! And they have studied what is in it (the 
Book). 

0j& 5 Mi! a# "j£. i>*/l jtill'j 

And the home in the Hereafter is better for those 
who have Taqwa. Do not you then understand! 

V til S.jlLJ11 jilil’j ya 'ujS^4 j 

I ja.1 

7:170 And as to those who hold fast to the Book 
(act on its teachings) and perform the Salah, 
certainly We shall never waste the reward of those 
who do righteous deeds. 


The Children of Israel scatter throughout the Land 


Allah tells; 

Ibbaf ^aLi*2o3j 

And We have broken them (the Jews) up into various 
separate groups on the earth: 

Allah states that He divided the Jews into various 
nations, sects and groups, 

ij elk 1311 t _pajVI 1_jjiLoil qa lHaj 

ILii] l ua. 

And We said to the Children of Israel after him 
(after Musa died): "Dwell in the land, then, when 
the final and the last promise comes near, We 
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shall bring you altogether as a mixed crowd 
(gathered out of various nations)." (17:104) 

‘.all ^-la 

some of them are righteous and some are away from 
that, 

some of them are led aright and some are not 
righteous, just as the Jinns declared, 

h'4 jjfjJa 'jjJ llaj jj kl l all lla Uf j 

"There are among us some that are righteous, 
and some the contrary; we are groups having 
different ways (religious sects)." (72:11) 

Allah said here, 


And We tried them, 
and tested them, 


Cjljjlullj imkllj ... 


with good and evil, 

with times of ease, difficulty, eagerness, fear, 
well-being and affliction, 


( ^ “l A) jjxa/jJ ... 


in order that they might turn (to Allah). 

Allah said next, 

I.1A (jj.li.tj 1 _sti 1 _^ 

Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation, which 
inherited the Book, but they chose (for themselves) the 
goods of this low life, 


This Ayah means, after the generation made up 
of righteous and unrighteous people, another 
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generation came that did not have goodness in 
them, and they inherited the Tawrah and studied 
it. 

Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, Iaa cfajp. 

(They chose (for themselves) the goods of this low 

life), 


"They will consume anything they can consume in 
this life, whether legally or illegally. Yet, they 
wish for forgiveness, 


aj.li.lj ^jlj jjl j 111 (jjljSJj 


& 


ia 




Saying: "(Everything) will be forgiven for us." And if 
(again) the offer of the like came their way, they would 
(again) seize them." 

Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 

yStfl Iaa (they chose (for themselves) the goods of this 

low life), 

"This, by Allah, is an evil generation, 'jjjj 

(which inherited the Book) after their Prophets 
and Messengers, for they were entrusted with this 
job by Allah's command to them. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 


Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who 
neglect the Salah (the prayers). (19:59) 


Allah said next, uA&J tP&l 

^ (They chose the goods of this low life saying: 
"(Everything) will be forgiven to us"). They wish 
and hope from Allah, while deceiving themselves, 
ajikL oils (And if (again) the offer of 


the like came their way, they would (again) seize 
them). Nothing stops them from this behavior, for 
whenever they are given an opportunity in this 
life, they will consume regardless of it being 
allowed or not." 
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As-Suddi said about Allah's statement, 


4_i2 Ua 




r -a 


i_aLk3 


Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation, until . 

And they have studied what is in it (the Book). 

"Every time the Children of Israel appointed a 
judge, he used to take bribes. The best ones 
among them held a counsel and took covenants 
from each that they would not take bribes. 
However, when one of them would take bribes in 
return for judgment and was asked, 'What is the 
matter with you; you take a bribe to grant 
judgment', he replied, ' I will be forgiven.' So the 
rest of his people would admonish him for what 
he did. But when he died, or was replaced, the 
one who replaced him would take bribes too. 
Therefore, Allah says, if the others (who 
admonished him) would have a chance to loot 
this world, they will take it.'" 

Allah said, 

... V) All) JSe. 1 jljL H J cjI^I $1 u ^ JJt... 


Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them that 
they would not say about Allah anything but the truth, 

thus, admonishing them for this behavior. Allah 
took a pledge from them that they would declare 
the truth to people and not hide it. 


Allah said in another Ayah, 

^jjAlll A jjgjjj 1 _ 1 'Xll IjJjf j) JXa 411 -li.! jIj 

Lilaj Aj A 


(And remember) when Allah took a 
covenant from those who were given the 
Scripture to make it known and clear to 
mankind, and not to hide it, but they 
threw it away behind their backs, and 
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purchased with it some miserable gain! 

And indeed worst is that which they 
bought. (3:187) 

Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn Abbas said about the Ayah, ^ 
V) A3S Jb IjljL H a\ (Was not the 

covenant of the Book taken from them that they would 
not say about Allah anything but the truth), 


"Their claim that Allah will forgive the sins they 
keep committing without repenting from them." 


Aj3 Uo 1 


And they have studied what is in it (the Book). 
Allah said, 


p its! 

And the home in the Hereafter is better for those who 
have Taqwa. Do not you then understand! 

Encouraging them to seek Allah's tremendous 
reward and warning them against His severe 
torment. 

Allah says here, ' My reward and what I have are 
better for those who avoid prohibitions, abandon 
lusts and become active in the obedience of their 
Lord.’ 

pH) QjljaM ilit 

Do not you then understand! 

Allah says' Do not these people, who preferred 
this life instead of what is with Me, have any 
sense to prohibit them from their foolish and 
extravagant ways!' 

Allah then praises those who adhere to His Book, which 
directs them to follow His Messenger Muhammad, 

And as to those who hold fast to the Book, 


249 



adhere to it, implement its commands and refrain 
from its prohibitions, 

( W « ) 'j j ‘.all V ill al/ll^all 1 j-alit J ... 

and perform the Salah, certainly We shall never waste 
the reward of those who do righteous deeds. 


’fti jalj *3 1 J3ij SHi ^S’ja 'J»> OB ilj 

OjS aA U1 j'jSlj s'jSj L1 J&. 

7:171 And (remember) when We Nataqna the 
mountain over them as if it had been a canopy, and 
they thought that it was going to fall on them. (We 
said): "Hold firmly to what We have given you (the 
Tawrah), and remember that which is therein (act 
on its commandments), so that you may fear Allah 
and obey Him." 


Allah tells; 

\ j\\ tx IjAi. j Alt tjllaj Alla AjtS (Jl^ll Ualj j| j 

(UM) Aji U 1 j'j&Ij fjj 

And (remember) when We Nataqna the mountain over 
them as if it had been a canopy, and they thought that it 
was going to fall on them. (We said): "Hold firmly to 
what We have given you (the Tawrah), and remember 
that which is therein (act on its commandments), so that 
you may fear Allah and obey Him." 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on the Ayah, '-S&j llj (And (remember) when 

We Nataqna the mountain over them), 

"We raised the mountain, as Allah's other 
statement testifies, jjM (And 

for their covenant, We raised over them the 
mountain) (4:154)." 
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Also, Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that Al-A'mash said 
that, Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn Abbas said, 

"The angels raised the Mount over their heads, as 
reiterated by Allah's statement, 

(We raised over them the mountain) (4:154)." 

Al-Qasim bin Abi Ayyub narrated that Sa'id bin Jubayr 
said that Ibn Abbas said, 

"Musa later on proceeded with them to the Sacred 
Land. He took along the Tablets, after his anger 
subsided, and commanded them to adhere to the 
orders that Allah ordained to be delivered to 
them. But these orders became heavy on them 
and they did not want to implement them until 
Allah raised the mountain over them, (as 

if it had been a canopy), that is, when the angels 
raised the mountain over their heads." 

An-Nasa'i collected it. 


o o -*f o A A o % " o 

Ajjj i u>i ii ~^ - no \C- 

7:172 And (remember) when your Lord brought 
forth from the Children of Adam, from their loins, 
their seed and made them testify as to themselves 
(saying): "Am I not your Lord!" 

lii oc dj <^31 fji \ jlj£ J iiVd 1 jJlS 


They said: "Yes! We testify," lest you should say on 
the Day of Resurrection: "Verily, we were unaware 
of this." 
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rU OS, Ta UjGI* L2l I JjE \t 
ojitat ua Uy usp i 

7:173 Or lest you should say: "It was only our 
fathers aforetime who took others as partners in 
worship along with Allah, and we were (merely 
their) descendants after them; will You then 
destroy us because of the deeds of men who 
practiced falsehood!" 

U'4P&J 

7:174 Thus do We explain the Ayat in detail, so that 
they may turn (unto the truth). 


The Covenant taken from the Descendants of Adam 


Allah tells; 

... (4ALP csA? l> 

And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the 
Children of Adam, from their loins, their seed, 

Allah stated that He brought the descendants of 
Adam out of their fathers' loins, and they testified 
against themselves that Allah is their Lord and 
King and that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Him. Allah created them on this Fitrah, or 
way, just as He said, 

V l* jIc. (jjLil! jlaa 411 a ;)•*■ (jj.ill ?• j 

411 (jlaJ 

So set you (0 Muhammad) your face truly 
towards the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with 
which He has created mankind. No change let 
there be in Khalqillah. (30:30) 

And it is recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah 
who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 
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sl_jjts t^Jc. aljj (JS 

S-lc-^. jj^o I^jS (jjjjiij Ja ?.l*-a^, 4_<jj£j aljj 1 -<jS Ail u^xJj 


Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his 
parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian or a 
Zoroastrian. Just as animals are born having full 
bodies, do you see any of them having a cutoff 
nose (when they are born). 

Muslim recorded that Iyad bin Himar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said; 

(_£pUc. '* 'oJA ;iill (j jSj 

\1 a ' 1 ** \ ^ ^ { 

Allah said, 'I created My servants Hunafa 
(monotheists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion, prohibiting 
what I allowed. 




There are Hadiths that mention that Allah took Adam's 
offspring from his loins and divided them into those on 
the right and those on the left. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the 
Prophet said, 

Uo lifl (jlS jl dufj 4 -«Ij 2I jlll! £_JaI jj-a (JUL 

Aj IjJlI&a CLu£) 


o'', * * 


‘"va! as tiUa jjja (jjAt ciiaj as kJ^jsjs 
, °-.t tii i*.v» . :a :>*. n °-.f 'M 


It will be said to a man from the people of the 
Fire on the Day of Resurrection, 'If you owned all 
that is on the earth, would you pay it as ransom!' 

He will reply, ' Yes. 1 

Allah will say, 'I ordered you with what is less 
than that, when you were still in Adam's loins, 
that is, associate none with Me (in worship). You 
insisted that you associate with Me (in worship).' 
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This was recorded in the Two Sahihs 
Commenting on this Ayah (7:172). 


At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


jA •Caxuj (j .0 laflla3 2bl (jjlk Lai 

IjLju) (JS ^ CW ;LaLi£3! (j^ ' \ 9 j'^ 

l> Mj c5^ :<JLaa y- jy {y L^ajjj J4V 


f*U> 


When Allah created Adam, He wiped Adam's back 
and every person that He will create from him 
until the Day of Resurrection fell out from his 
back. Allah placed a glimmering light between the 
eyes of each one of them. Allah showed them to 
Adam and Adam asked, ' 0 Lord! Who are they!' 

fUj^A ;L)li 


Allah said, 'These are your offspring.' 


uj [j\ ;L311 aLLc. (jlj La ^ajjj 


(=■6-^ Lkj fj) j3 


?ILa 




Adam saw a man from among them whose light 
he liked. He asked, ' 0 Lord! Who is this man!' 


JjlL Al JIL liljjjJ (j»a ^atll I^A |L]^ 


Allah said, 'This is a man from the latter 
generations of your offspring. His name is 
Dawud.' 


? ajlaC. <■" Jk ^ t—l (Jli 

Adam said, 'O Lord! How many years would he 
live!' 


iAjjoi yf'j - ; Jli 


Allah said, ' Sixty years.' 

AjIu (jjjijJ (_j_j-aC. (j^a aJ CluAj .13 j L_lj ; LJLs 

Adam said, '0 Lord! I have forfeited forty years 
from my life for him.' 
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(j»« (Jjjj jl ;(Jli ClljUl lillo ^yaC- ^ Lala 

•> . - > -0 ^ 0 .* 

L SJAC- 


When Adam's life came to an end, the angel of 
death came to him (to take his soul). Adam said, 
'I still have forty years from my life term, don't 
I!' 

? ijti \ \K ,\ JJ j! : 'J15 


He said, ' Have you not given it to your son 
Dawud!' 


**0# > o.. - 


1 " 7 - > AS* > 

a^l J AJJ 


jkai ;(JU 

i" jljaa.3 




So Adam denied that and his offspring followed 
suit (denying Allah's covenant), Adam forgot and 
his offspring forgot, Adam made a mistake and 
his offspring made mistakes. 

At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih, 
and it was reported from various chains of 
narration through Abu Hurayrah from the 
Prophet." 

Al-Hakim also recorded it in his Mustadrak, and 
said; "Sahih according to the criteria of Muslim, 
and they did not record it." 

These and similar Hadiths testify that Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored, brought forth Adam's 
offspring from his loins and separated between 
the inhabitants of Paradise and those of the Fire. 


Allah then said, 

1 \ ^ 2j I i L 1 ‘ all ^ T- . ■) J 


and made them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am I 
not your Lord!" They said: "Yes! We testify," 

Therefore, Allah made them testify with themselves by 
circumstance and words. Testimony is sometimes given 
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in words, such as, Jfc Uj^ Ijlli (They will say: "We 
bear witness against ourselves"). (6:130) 

At other times, testimony is given by the people 
themselves, such as Allah's statement, d d^ ^ 

jSiflb fjic- <uil '^L*l 4 (it is not for the 

Mushrikin, (polytheists) to maintain the mosques of 
Allah, while they testify against their own selves of 
disbelief). (9:17) 

This Ayah means that their disbelief testifies 
against them, not that they actually testify 
against themselves here. 

Another Ayah of this type is Allah's statement, 
lilli Lf lt AjIj (And to that he bears witness (by 
his deeds). (100:7) 

The same is the case with asking, sometimes 
takes the form of words and sometimes a 
situation or circumstance. For instance, Allah 
said, U Js <> fStfij (And Fie gave you of all 

that you asked for). (14:34) 

Allah said here, 

J. 


lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: 

... 13a :> iss q... 

we were of this (of Tawhid), 

(WY) ... 

„.'J3 l^l 1 jlj£ jt 


unaware. Or lest you should say: "It was only our fathers 
aforetime who took others as partners in worship along 
with Allah," 

( ^ VT) (JjlS UaJ l^A^aJ ^ya 
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and we were (merely their) descendants after them; will 
You then destroy us because of the deeds of men who 
practiced falsehood." 


( W £) tj■ '~‘ a ' 

Thus do We explain the Ayat in detail, so that they may 
turn (unto the truth). 


Ajuuti ^eXujjli IjI-iU (_£ (JjIj 

jjjliJ! qa j\SS j 

7:175 And recite to them the story of him to whom 
We gave Our Ayat, but he threw them away; so 
Shaytan followed him up, and he became of those 
who went astray. 

£21 J Ji 122 "Jj 

7:176 And had We willed. We would surely have 
elevated him therewith, but he clung to the earth 
and followed his own vain desires. 

2^2 igju ’J 242 J .sJSJI J52S aI^s 

So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive 
him away, he pants, or if you leave him alone, he 
(still) pants. 

SI U 1 f j&\ ^ 'tsSJj 


Such is the parable of the people who reject Our 
Ayat. So relate the stories, perhaps they may 
reflect. 
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ijiis v e '...v,r j \jzxj) ;l, 

uj-“P=“ 

7:177 Evil is the parable of the people who rejected 
Our Ayat, and used to wrong themselves. 


Story BaP am bin Baura 


Allah tells; 


I gV« Tunis 'i j' 1- - 


And recite to them the story of him to whom We gave 
Our Ayat, but he threw them away, 

Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abdullah bin Mas' ud said 
that this Ayah; 

"Is about Bal'am bin Ba'ura' a man from the 
Children of Israel." 

Shu'bah and several other narrators narrated 
this statement from Mansur who got it from Ibn 
Mas' ud. 

Sa'id bin Abi Arubah narrated that Qatadah said that Ibn 
Abbas said, 

"He is Sayfi, son of Ar-Rahib." 

Qatadah commented that Ka' b said, 

"He was a man from Al-Balqla' (a province of 
Jordan) who knew Allah's Greatest Name. He 
used to live in Bayt Al-Maqdis with the tyrants." 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"He is Bal'am bin Ba'ura', a man from Yemen 
whom Allah had given the knowledge of His Ayat, 
but he abandoned them." 
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Malik bin Dinar said, 

"He was one of the scholars of the Children of 
Israel whose supplication was acceptable. They 
used to seek his lead in supplication in times of 
difficulty. Allah's Prophet Musa sent him to the 
King of Madyan to call him to Allah. That king 
appeased him and gave him land and gifts, and 
he reverted from the religion of Musa and 
followed the king's religion." 

Imran bin Uyaynah narrated that Husayn said that Imran 
bin Al-Harith said that Ibn Abbas said, 

"He is Bal'am son of Ba' ura'." 

Similar was said by Mujahid and Ikrimah. 

Therefore, it is well-known that this honorable Ayah was 
revealed about a man from the Children of Israel in 
ancient times, according to Ibn Mas'ud and several 
others among the Salaf. 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"He is a man from the city of the tyrants 
(Jerusalem) whose name was Bal'am and who 
knew Allah's Greatest Name." 

AN bin Abi Talhah also reported that Ibn Abbas 
that he said, 

"When Musa and those with him went to the city 
of the tyrants (Jerusalem), the cousins of Bal'am 
and his people came to him and said, 'Musa is a 
strong man, and he has many soldiers. If he 
gains the upper hand over us, we will be 
destroyed. Therefore, supplicate to Allah that He 
prevents Musa and those with him from prevailing 
over us.' Bal'am said, 'If I supplicate to Allah 
that He turns back Musa and those with him, I 
will lose in this life and the Hereafter.' 

They kept luring him until he supplicated against 
Musa and his people, and Allah took away what 
he bestowed on him (of knowledge). 
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Hence Allah's statement, 


ML&ll 



but he threw them away; so Shaytan followed 
him up.'" 


0 v °) l** ... 

and he became of those who went astray. 

Allah said next, 


*^fj jjijVl JJ Aj£Jj slXtijl liLi ”/j 


And had We willed, We would surely have elevated him 
therewith but he clung to the earth and followed his own 
vain desires. 

Allah said, % Uli jl$ (And had We willed, 

We would surely have elevated him therewith), 
from the filth of this earthly life through the Ayat 
that We gave him knowledge of, o^j^l cP! ^ 

(but he clung to the earth), he became interested 
in the adornment of this life and its delights. He 
indulged in the lusts of life and its joys and was 
deceived by it, just as life deceived others like 
him, without sound comprehension or a good 
mind. 


Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar narrated from Salim, 
from Abu An-Nadr that; 

when Musa entered the land of Bani Canaan in 
the area of Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), the people 
of Bal'am came to him, saying, "This is Musa, 
son of Imran with the Children of Israel. He wants 
to drive us out from our land, kill us and replace 
us with the Children of Israel. We are your people 
and have no other dwelling area. You are a 
person whose supplication is acceptable (to 
Allah), so go out and supplicate to Allah against 
them." 
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He said, "Woe to you! Here is Allah's Prophet 
(Musa) with whom the angels and believers are! 
How can I supplicate against them when I know 
from Allah what I know!" 

They said, "We have no other dwelling area." 

So they kept luring and begging him until he was 
tempted by the trial and went on his donkey 
towards Mount Husban, which was behind the 
Israelite military barracks. When he proceeded on 
the Mount for a while, the donkey sat down and 
refused to proceed. He got off the donkey and 
struck it until it stood up again and he rode it. 
The donkey did the same after a little while, and 
he struck it again until it stood up... So he 
proceeded and tried to supplicate against Musa 
and his people. However, Allah made his tongue 
mention his people with evil and the Children of 
Israel with good instead of his people, who 
protested, "0 Bal'am! What are you doing You 
are supplicating for them and against us!" 

He said, "It is against my will. This is a matter 
that Allah has decided." 

He then said to them, as his tongue was made to 
loll out of his mouth, "Now I have lost this life and 
the Hereafter." 


This Ayah was revealed about the story of 
Bal'am son of Ba'ura, \s'& cS'j 

(And recite to them the story of him to 
whom We gave Our Ayat, but he threw them 
away.), until, ujj^s 4^ (perhaps they may 
reflect). 


Allah said next, 


i T V aK ^ i *' CI. a jlr. i JVX a 


So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive him 
away, he pants, or if you leave him alone, he (still) 
pants. 
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Scholars of Tafsir have conflicting opinions regarding 
the meaning of this Ayah. 

• Some scholars said that it refers to the end of 
Bal'am's tongue which flickered out of his mouth, 
as in the story narrated from Ibn Ishaq, from 
Salim, from Abu An-Nadr. Therefore, his example 
is the example of the dog, its tongue pants 
regardless of whether it is driven away or not. 

It was also said that, 

• the meaning here is a parable of this man -- and 
his like -- concerning their misguidance, 
persisting the wrong path and not being able to 
benefit from faith or comprehend what they are 
being called to. So his example is that of a dog 
which pants whether it was driven away or left 
alone. The person described here does not benefit 
from the advice or the call to faith, just as if the 
advice and call never occurred. 


Allah said in other Ayat, 


It is the same to them (disbelievers) 
whether you warn them or do not warn 
them, they will not believe. (2:6) 


and, 

(_jl ^a^J jiauluj ^ j! ^a^-l 

aU Alii \£*_S /'•!* » 




Whether you ask forgiveness for them 
(hypocrites) or ask not forgiveness for 
them -- (and even) if you ask seventy 
times for their forgiveness -- Allah will not 
forgive them. (9:80) 

and similar Ayat. 

It was also said that; 
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• the meaning here, is that the heart of the 
disbeliever, the hypocrite and the wicked is weak 
and devoid of guidance. Therefore, it keeps 
faltering. 

Similar was narrated from Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 

... liUL I f °j21 ... 

Such is the parable of the people who reject Our Ayat. 

(W “l) j_j (.j <qlx ^ ■ ^»al * 

So relate the stories, perhaps they may reflect. 

Allah said next to His Prophet Muhammad, 

4^ (So relate the stories, perhaps they 

may) the Children of Israel, who have knowledge 
of the story of Bal'am and what happened to him 
when Allah allowed him to stray and expelled him 
from His mercy. Allah favored him by teaching 
him His Greatest Name, by which, if He is asked, 

He will grant, and if He is called upon, He 
answers. But Bal'am used it in disobedience to 
Allah and invoked Him against His own party of 
the people of faith, followers of His servant and 
Messenger during that time, Musa, the son of 
Imran, peace be upon him, whom Allah spoke to 
directly, 4^ (perhaps they may reflect), 

and avoid Bal'am's behavior, for Allah has given 
the Jews knowledge and made them superior to 
the Bedouins surrounding them. He gave them 
the description of Muhammad which would allow 
them to recognize him, as they recognize their 
own children. They, among people, have the most 
right to follow, aid and support Muhammad , in 
obedience to their Prophets who informed them of 
him and commanded them to follow him. 
Therefore, whoever among them defies the 
knowledge in their Books or hides it from the 
servants, Allah will place disgrace on him in this 
life, followed by humiliation in the Hereafter. 
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Allah said, 


IjjbjL 1 (jjjll ^jSII eLui 


Evil is the parable of the people who rejected Our Ayat. 

Allah says, evil is the example of the people who 
deny Our Ayat in that they are equated with dogs 
that have no interest but to collect food and 
satisfy lusts.' 

Therefore, whoever goes out of the area of 
knowledge and guidance, and seeks satisfaction 
for his lusts and vain desires, is just like a dog; 
what an evil example. 

The Sahih recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

<jja ^ ajja ^ jyUJI jlull JJjla LH (jOl 


The evil example is not suitable for us: he who 
goes back on his gift is just like the dog that eats 
its vomit. 

Allah's statement, 

( \ V V) Q j: OO .j 1 '1 j _ 

and they used to wrong themselves. 

means, Allah did not wrong them, but they 
wronged themselves by rejecting guidance, not 
obeying the Lord, being content with this life that 
will soon end, all the while seeking to fulfill 
desires and obey lusts. 


'&Jji jO yn o- 

7:178 Whomsoever Allah guides, he is the guided 
one, and whomsoever He sends astray, — then 
those! They are the losers. 
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Allah says, 


( ^ V A j jjjjjaiUkll till I ^ a |_]j ■ Aaj jj-aj ^ _J^2 Alii A^_j 


Whomsoever Allah guides, he is the guided one, and 
whomsoever He sends astray, -- then those! They are 
the losers. 


Allah says, whomever He leads aright, then none 
can lead him to misguidance, and whomever He 
leads astray, will have acquired failure, loss and 
sure misguidance. Verily, whatever Allah wills 
occurs; and whatever He does not will, does not 
occur. 


A Hadith narrated from Abdullah bin Mas'ud reads, 

i, 4 > % '' > > .0. £0 0 £0 f 1 i £0 % % - 0 3, " 0 - S i 

AUu A_j*_1j A '‘alj A ''■ uIj AU Aa^JI jj] 

Al (JjAa-a Us Ali! -4—; jjA tUlUaC.! CllLlAui (jAj LluiSjI 

U oA^,j All! Ul aJ 1 U (jl A^lilj t“U (JAU Ui All! JLjaJ 

sAjC. I J ‘‘‘I j Aj cUjjja 


All praise is due to Allah, Whom we praise and 
seek help, guidance and forgiveness from. We 
seek refuge with Allah from the evils within 
ourselves and from the burden of our evil deeds. 
He whom Allah guides, will never be misled; and 
he whom He misguides, will never have one who 
will guide him. I bear witness that there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Allah without 
partners and that Muhammad is His servant and 
Messenger. 

The complete Hadith was collected by Imam 
Ahmad and the collectors of Sunan and others. 


7:179 And surely. We have created many of the Jinn 
and mankind for Hell. 
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hi U JJ^X * U^i f^J UJ^ * Mj- 1 * 
l^j j jxxalaJ V (jl^U ^Sj 

They have hearts wherewith they understand not, 
and they have eyes wherewith they see not, and 
they have ears wherewith they hear not (the truth). 

Ojiijji p>, aiij ^ -j, air,f 

They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! 
They are the heedless ones. 


Disbelief and the Divine Decree 


Allah said, 

~ Ig. y) IjIjJ jSlj 


And surely, We have created for Hell, 

We made a share in the Fire for, 

... o^'j u^' <> ... 


many of the Jinn and mankind, 


We prepared them for it by their performance of 
the deeds of its people. 

When Allah intended to create the creation, He knew 
what their work will be before they existed. He wrote all 
this in a Book, kept with Him, fifty thousand years before 
He created the heavens and earth. 


Muslim recorded that Abdullah bin 'Amr narrated that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 


(_}iajt3lj CLll jla.mll j jjf jjpUL j3B 

s-UJI Ajoi^c* aXjj L_aif 


Verily, Allah decided the destination and due 
measurement of the creation fifty thousand years 
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before He created the heavens and earth, and His 
Throne was over the water. 

There are many Hadiths on this subject, and certainly, 
the matter of Al-Qadar is of utmost importance, yet this 
is not where we should discuss it. 


Allah said, 


They have hearts wherewith they understand not, and 
they have eyes wherewith they see not, and they have 
ears wherewith they hear not. 

meaning, they do not benefit from these senses 
that Allah made for them as a means of gaining 
guidance. 


Similarly, Allah said, 

ag U«i sjjafj Tj - <ajf j txxjol 

1 f. (j-a V j jaA J ■ -»» & V j is 

aIII uj- 


And We had assigned them the (faculties 
of) hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their 
hearing, seeing, and their hearts availed 
them nothing since they used to deny the 
Ayat. (46:26) 

Allah also said about the hypocrites, 

u Ji * f* 5 er^ (A 1 

(They are) deaf, dumb, and blind, so they 
return not (to the right path). (2:18), 

and about the disbelievers, 

" i.*0 if Of* 25 > 

(They are) deaf, dumb and blind. So they 
do not understand. (2:171) 
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However, they are not deaf, dumb or blind, 
except relation to the guidance. 


Allah said; 

Ijljj] J jlj IjA^ 'f, alt _jlj 


Had Allah known of any good in them, He 
would indeed have made them listen; and 
even if He had made them listen, they 
would but have turned away with aversion 
(to the truth). (8:23) 

j J>\ m ijia d&j i v i+sis 


Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, 
but it is the hearts which are in the breasts 
that grow blind. (22:46) 


and, 

<1 LiOajjji (j.(jC- U^J 


lWJ 3 

0 > s*. 


UJ-^° tj jn . ikj j Jjjlull (jp j 


And whosoever turns away blindly from 
the remembrance of the Most Gracious 
(Allah), We appoint for him Shaytan to be 
an intimate companion to him. And verily, 
they hinder them from the path, but they 
think that they are guided aright! (43:36- 
37) 

Allah's statement, 


... . 


They are like cattle, 


means, those who neither hear the truth, nor 
understand it, nor see the guidance, are just like 
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grazing cattle that do not benefit from these 
senses, except for what sustains their life in this 
world. 

Allah said in a similar Ayah, 

elcO Vj ^a-mJ V UaJ jjtii I (JjlaS Ij^aS (jjjll (Jjlaj 

c-l Aj j 


And the example of those who disbelieve is as 
that of one who shouts to those who hear nothing 
but calls and cries. (2:171) 

meaning, their example, when they are 
called to the faith, is the example of cattle 
that hear only the voice of their shepherd, 
but cannot understand what he is saying. 

Allah further described them 


... aA (Jj ... 


nay even more astray, 

than cattle, because cattle still respond to the call 
of their shepherd, even though they do not 
understand what he is saying. 

As for the people described here, they are unlike cattle, 
which fulfill the purpose and service they were created 
for. The disbeliever was created to worship Allah alone in 
Tawhid, but he disbelieved in Allah and associated others 
in His worship. Therefore, those people who obey Allah 
are more honorable than some angels, while cattle are 
better than those who disbelieve in Him. So Allah said; 

(m) 'ujlaUJl ^ aiTjt ^ Jjf... 

They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! They 
are the heedless ones. 
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oJAA 0^11 jjij i JLH I 43Tj 

Ua jjJ>U« Aa-Ojoj! ^3 

7:180 And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to 
Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the 
company of those who belie His Names. They will be 
requited for what they used to do. 


Allah says; 

AjUajJ 'jj(jjjll 1 f-UaluVl aJJj 

( ^ A > ) jllaxJ 1 Ua ■•' ‘" 

And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so 
call on Him by them, and leave the company of those 
who belie His Names. They will be requited for what they 
used to do. 


Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 


16.1 . a il^^,lj l3l llaj.ul jjjjujjij i.»_uU Ai (jl 

* ii 1 ‘ * * * ' \' jII 

t. la. ' ” '•> " 


Verily, Allah has ninety-nine Names, a hundred 
less one; whoever counts (and preserves) them, 
will enter Paradise. Allah is Witr (One) and loves 
Al-Witr (the odd numbered things), 

The Two Sahihs collected this Hadith. 

We should state that Allah's Names are not restricted to 
only ninety-nine. For instance, in his Musnad, Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas'ud said that the 
Messenger of Allah said; 

2a3 1^.1 Ua 

Any person who is overcome by sadness or grief 
and supplicates, 
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l^Llaj L Jlu^alj Tut t iAavc. ,_il lillt 

jf ^Li ^ 'cll^ ^n 'ji pi 'JL 

4j dlj^tjuioil jf tii|Lk I A^j Ajlalc. jt tiLlj£ 

^jJsut3l j i2ljup l. ml) ^2p 

‘yrO^ ‘LSJ^ JJ^J 4 C3^ ££J 

" ^ o f" % & ' ' .* -;o 4 -' "’ °* ? 1 “h ^ ^ " «" -*" 

(JAji j AaAj 4_ijp>. a)J) L_lA.il Ul 4^-aA <_jLAA j 

'O Allah! I am Your servant, son of Your female 
servant. My forelock is in Your Hand. Your 
decision concerning me shall certainly come to 
pass. Just is Your Judgement about me. I invoke 
You by every Name that You have and that You 
called Yourself by, sent down in Your Book, 
taught to any of Your creatures, or kept with 
You in the knowledge of the Unseen that is with 
You. Make the Glorious Qur'an the spring of my 
heart, the light of my chest, the remover of my 
grief and the dissipater of my concern.' 


Surely, Allah will remove his grief and sadness 
and exchange them for delight. 

The Prophet was asked "O Messenger of Allah! 
Should we learn these words?" 

He said, 


jt l fr L a. m (ja 

Yes. It is an obligation on all those who hear this 
supplication to learn it. 
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AI-'Awfi said that Ibn Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, ^ uj-^ (and leave the 

company of those who belie His Names), 

"To belie Allah's Names includes saying that Al- 
Lat (an idol) derived from Allah's Name." 

Ibn Jurayj narrated from Mujahid that he commented, 
‘UUluj (j* <jj' ojaSI )jjJj (and leave the company of those 
who belie His Names), 

"They derived Al-Lat (an idol's name) from Allah, 
and Al-Uzza (another idol) from Al-Aziz (the All- 
Mighty)." 

Qatadah stated that; 

Ilhad refers to associating others with Allah in 
His Names (such as calling an idol Al-Uzza). 

The word Ilhad (used in the Ayah in another from) 
means, 

deviation, wickedness, injustice and straying. 

The hole in the grave is called Lahd, because it is 
a hole within a hole, that is turned towards the 
Qiblah (the d irection of the prayer). 


uAA — J lA-A ^ (jAj 

7:181 And of those whom We have created, there is 
a community who guides (others) with the truth, 
and establishes justice therewith. 


Allah said, 


' lila. , 




And of those whom We have created, 

in reference to some nations, 
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a community, 


that stands in truth, in words and action, 

... afti ... 

who guides (others) with the truth, 
they proclaim it and call to it, 

^ A ^jilxj 4 j j 

and establishes justice therewith. 

adhere to it themselves and judge by it. 


It was reported that this Ayah refers to the Ummah of 
Muhammad. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 
Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 


(j-a ‘ '•**.' 13 ^ J-af jj-a <ajUa (Jl_)j U 

<C.l_u3l ^ j£j cs ji. flll-v ^a Uj 


There will always be a group of my Ummah who 
are apparent on the Truth, unabated by those 
who fail or oppose them, until the (Last) Hour 
commences. 


In another narration, the Messenger said, 

lilli j Ai\ j-al 

Until Allah's command (the Last Hour) comes 
while they are still like this. 

and in yet another narration, 


c* 


&1L 


2 


And they will dwell in Ash-Sham (Greater Syria). 
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Jj^ju y C_Lia. qa ^gjvjAiuiiui Lu-jLj Ijj^S (jjAil j 

7:182 Those who reject Our Ayat, We shall 
gradually seize them with punishment in ways they 
perceive not. 

i* o ^ 55 4 o i ^ t° f ^ 

u] ^ C5^'J 

7:183 And I respite them; certainly My plan is 
strong. 


Allah said, 


(y A Y) (j j4*j V 


O* 


lluLU 


i DjIIIj (jjpll j 


Those who reject Our Ayat, We shall gradually seize 
them in ways they perceive not. 

meaning, the doors of provisions will be opened 
for them and also the means of livelihood, in this 
life. They will be deceived by all this and think 
that they are on the correct path. 


Allah said in another instance, 

|2J (JS c_llL i^j 3 IjjflS La IjjoU Lais 

jj j. alA a Isll j-Lk! 1 jjjf LaJ 1_j^jS 

>11 i_Jj 41 ka~4l j 1 j-aBa (jjjll ^jsll jjls ^laSS 


So, when they forgot (the warning) with which 
they had been reminded, We opened for them the 
gates of every (pleasant) thing, until in the midst 
of their enjoyment in that which they were given, 
all of a sudden, We took them (in punishment), 
and lo! They were plunged into destruction with 
deep regrets and sorrow. So the root of the 
people who did wrong was cut off. And all the 
praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of all 
that exists. (6:44-45) 
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Allah said here, 

... gr^J 

And I respite them, 

prolong what they are in, 

(> Ar) jAa 'jl ... 

certainly My plan is strong (and perfect). 


Jjjij Vj jA I °^j 

1* & 

ox* 

7:184 Do they not reflect There is no madness in 
their companion. He is but a plain warner. 


Allah said, 



Do they not reflect, 

' those who deny Our Ayat,' 




Li^aJ La 


there is not in their companion, (Muhammad), 


madness, 

Muhammad is not mad, rather, he is truly the 
Messenger of Allah, calling to Truth, 

p A £) (jjxa V) jA jjl 

but he is a plain warner, 
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and this is clear for those who have a mind and a 
heart by which they understand and comprehend. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 


>,o " o 


L«j 


And (O people) your companion is not a madman. 
(81:22) 

Allah also said, 

1 jjSfo JlI a All jjl ^SlaC.1 Uaj) (Js 

(_£Aj jjJJ ^jjAj 'VJ (Jjjl jj-a lx 

Alii 


Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you 
stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and 
reflect, there is no madness in your companion. 
He is only a warner to you in face of a severe 
torment." (34:46) 


meaning, 'I ask you to stand for Allah in 
sincerity without stubbornness or bias,' 

lS-Oj 


in pairs and singly. (34:46), 
individuals and in groups. 



and reflect (34:46), 

about this man who brought the Message 
from Allah, is he mad If you do this, it will 
become clear to you that he is the 
Messenger of Allah in truth and justice. 

Qatadah bin Di'amah said, 

"We were informed that the Prophet of Allah once 
was on (Mount) As-Safa and called the Quraysh, 
sub-tribe by sub-tribe, proclaiming, 
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<&! £jUijj M (jjotj jjUa Ls li L pUa L 

0 Children of so-and-so, 0 Children of so-and-so! 
He warned them against Allah's might and what 
He has done (such as revenge from His enemies). 

Some of them commented, 'This companion of 
yours (Prophet Muhammad) is mad; 

he kept shouting until the morning' Allah sent 
down this Ayah, 

jA (jl pi ■ La 1 jJ±k±s 

lhA 

Do they not reflect There is no madness in 
their companion. He is but a plain 
warner.'" 


(Jjl-k l-«j ^yajfylj pjj— 

(4-^ 4- 1 'jSSI A UJ& (J Jj L )^ 

- 4 8 > 8 ' .. - !« f -t 

7:185 Do they not look in the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth and all things that Allah has 
created; and that it may be that the end of their 
lives is near. In what message after this will they 
then believe! 


Allah says; 

L> 


411 ! 


La j ^jPjL'i J pi jLa.mll p ^LLa ^-9 I j jL. < < ^Ijf 

... M'j3 b UJ^ J ls^- °i)j 


Do they not look in the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth and all things that Allah has created; and that it 
may be that the end of their lives is near. 
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Allah asks, those who denied faith, did they not 
contemplate about Our Ayat in the kingdom of 
the heavens and earth and what was created in 
them! Do they not contemplate about all this and 
learn lessons from it, so that they are certain that 
He Who has all this, has no equal or rival All this 
was made by He Who Alone deserves the worship 
and sincere religion, so that they might have faith 
in Him and believe in His Messenger, all the while 
turning to Allah's obedience, rejecting any rivals 
to Him, and rejecting idols. They should be 
warned that their lives may have reached their 
end, and they, thus, face their demise while 
disbelievers, ending up in Allah's torment and 
severe punishment. 

Allah said, 

A O J J9J a -1x_j \ tK 1 $ La 

In what message after this will they then believe! 

Allah says, what more warnings, and 
discouragements should compel them to believe, 
if the warnings and threats that Muhammad 
brought them from Allah in His Book do not 
compel them to do so. 


uji^ 

7:186 Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can 
guide him; and He lets them wander blindly in their 
transg ressions. 


Allah said next, 

( ^ A1) 'jjg jSj j 4J ill AUI 

Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; 
and He lets them wander blindly in their transgressions. 
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Allah says, those who were destined to be 
misguided, then none can lead them to guidance, 
and even if they try their best effort to gain such 
guidance, this will not avail them, 

1 1 Jjjj Alii jjjtt <1 *4) 4 III jj^aj 

And whomsoever Allah wants to put in Fitnah 
(error, because of his rejecting of Faith, or trial), 
you can do nothing for him against Allah. (5:41) 

and, 

^ f CP J 

Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and the 
earth," but neither Ayat nor warners benefit 
those who believe not. (10:101) 


(jljf <C-ljud]l l* 1 jjIIjl. 


jj 


7:187 They ask you about the Hour (Day of 
Resurrection): "When will be its appointed time!" 

A Vi y ^ -j 

Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord 
(Alone). None can reveal its time but He. 

5Su yj y Jl J, Cjffi 

Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the 
earth. It shall not come upon you except all of a 
sudden." 

tgJC. (ilj j\\t, ij 

They ask you as if you have a good knowledge of it. 
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Ojilu V ^Aull 'JSt 411 LuJ “Ja 

Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah (Alone), 
but most of mankind know not." 


The Last Hour and its Portents 


Allah said here, 


Ac. Hull (jc. 


They ask you about the Hour, 
just as He said in another Ayah, 


Ac-iiaii jc li vl m 


People ask you concerning the Hour. (33:63) 

It was said that this Ayah was revealed about the 
Quraysh or the Jews, although it appears that it was 
about the Quraysh, because this Ayah was revealed in 
Makkah. The Quraysh used to ask about the Last Hour, 
because they used to deny it and discount its coming. 
For instance, Allah said in another Ayah, 


And they say: "When will be this promise (the 
torment or the Day of Resurrection), if you speak 
the truth!" (10:48) 


1 1> ^jjaa ui a l^laL (j^lajj V (jjpll LJy i_L 


(JJjJa ^^il Ac Lull jjjjlL j (jjhll qI (_3^Jl (jj-al*jj 


X*J 


Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, 
while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it is the very truth. Verily, those who 
dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in error 
far away. (42:18) 
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Allah said here (that the Quraysh asked), 




"When will be its appointed time!" 

According to AN bin Abi Talhah who reported this from 
Ibn Abbas, 

in reference to its commencement. 

They asked about the Hour's appointed term and when 
the end of this world will begin; 

.. jA Vl I'ejlyj V Jij ... 


Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord (Alone). 
None can reveal its time but He." 

Allah commanded His Messenger that when asked 
about the appointed term of the Last Hour, he 
referred its knowledge to Allah, the Exalted. Only 
Allah knows the Last Hour's appointed term and 
when it will certainly occur, and none besides Him 
has this knowledge, 

pi^3 ‘“'1°' 

Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma'mar said that Qatadah 
commented on this Ayah, 

"Its knowledge is heavy on the residents of the 
heavens and earth, they do not have knowledge 
in it." 

Also, Ma'mar said that Al-Hasan commented on this 

Ayah, 

"When the Last Hour comes, it will be heavy on the 
residents of the heavens and earth." 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas explained this Ayah, 
saying, 
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"All creatures will suffer its heaviness on the Day 
of Resurrection." 

Ibn Jurayj also said about this Ayah, 

"When it commences, the heavens will be torn, 
the stars will scatter all over, the sun will be 
wound round (thus losing its light), the mountains 
will be made to pass away and all of which Allah 
spoke of will occur. This is the meaning of its 
burden being heavy." 

As-Suddi said that, ^ (Heavy is its 

burden through the heavens and the earth), 

means, its knowledge is hidden in the heavens 
and earth, and none, not even a close angel or a 
sent Messenger has knowledge of its appointed 
time. 


4j*j v 


It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden. 

indicating that the Hour will start all of a sudden, 
while they are unaware. 

Qatadah said, 

"Allah has decided that, V (It shall not 

come upon you except all of a sudden). 


He then said, "We were informed that Allah's 
Prophet said, 




> -*0 

A. jlSjjj 


The Hour will start (suddenly) for the people while 
one is mending his watering hole, giving water to 
his cattle, setting his goods in the market or 
lowering his scale and raising it (selling and 
buying)."' 
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Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 


<■" a ^j-.uu.UI 4£-lIUl U • 

tgjUojI 1 mV' ( *Jjj U tUIsS t^iU lit jS 

11 jii. IjjUajI °" UI X jt £J3 (j>> lliLoi (j^j jj 

Us ‘' *£ ,'jT' Jh> J 1 ' 3 ^U-Uaill (_^a_jSj3j • 

.AiUjlaj Uj AjUUUjj 

Ui A '}'' U jjjL < ajj^ajl 33 j 4£.UUI • 

J> > - o* - 

W^_XLX-bj 


t4_l3 5‘Us 4_k3a^s. JajL jAj A£-UUl 

l* xjUaJ UI 4_i3 AjK! £3^) 33 j 4i.UUI (j-a^jaUj 


• The Hour will not commence until the sun 
rises from the west. When it rises (from the 
west) and the people see it, then, all people 
will believe. However, this is when faith does 
not benefit a soul that did not believe 
beforehand nor earned good in faith. 

• The Hour will (all of a sudden) commence 
while two men have spread a garment 
between them, and they will neither have time 
to conclude the transaction nor to fold the 
garment. 

• The Hour will commence after a man milked 
his animal, but he will not have time to drink 
it. 


• The Hour will start when a man is making his 
watering hole (for his animals), but will not 
have time to make use of the pool. 

• And the Hour will commence while a man has 
raised his hand with a bite to his mouth, but 
will not eat it. 


Then Allah said, 


.. L$jb. Ufits USjjillU .. 


They ask you as if you have good knowledge of it. 
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Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas commented on the Ayah, 

"As if you have good relations and friendship with 
them!" 

Ibn Abbas said, 

"When the people (pagans of Quraysh) asked the 
Prophet about the Last Hour, they did so in a way 
as if Muhammad was their friend! Allah revealed 
to him that its knowledge is with Him Alone and 
He did not inform a close angel or Messenger of 
it." 


The correct explanation for this Ayah is, as narrated 
from Mujahid, through Ibn Abi Najih, iiCti 'djjiCuu 

(They ask you as if you have Hafi of it), 

means, 'as if you had asked about its time and 
so its knowledge is with you.' 

Allah said, 

(> av) V 'J& Alii ^ °Ja... 


Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah (Alone), but 
most of mankind know not." 


When Jibril came in the shape of a Bedouin man to teach 
the people matters of their religion, he sat next to the 
Messenger of Allah asking him as if to learn. Jibril asked 
the Messenger about Islam, then about Iman (faith) 
then about Ihsan (Excellence in the religion). He asked 
next, "When will the Hour start?" 


Allah's Messenger said, 


JjLull I « ' r - (JjJjjoloII Ug 


He who is asked about it has no more knowledge 
of it than the questioner. 

Therefore, the Prophet was saying, 'I have no 
more knowledge in it than you (O Jibril), nor does 
anyone have more knowledge in it than anyone 
else.' 
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The Prophet then recited the Ayah, 

A&llall ^Ic. oAic. Alii Q\ 

Verily, Allah, with Him (Alone) is the 
knowledge of the Hour. (31:34) 

In another narration, Jibril asked the Prophet 
about the portents of the Hour, and the Prophet 
mentioned them. The Prophet also said in this 
narration, 


au! ill U 


Five, their knowledge is only with Allah, then 
recited this Ayah (31:34). 

In response to the Prophet's answers after each 
question, Jibril would say, "You have said the 
truth." 


This made the Companions wonder about this 
questioner who would ask a question and attest 
to every answer he was given. When Jibril went 
away, the Messenger of Allah said to the 
Companions, 


; ^131 12a 


This is Jibril, he came to teach you matters of 
your religion. 

In yet another narration, the Prophet commented, 

&2a ill I^jS ill o ^3 ^jljt Coj 


I recognized him (Jibril) in every shape he came 
to me in, except this one. 


Muslim recorded that Aishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said; 


"When the Bedouins used to come to the Prophet, 
they used to ask him about the Hour. The Prophet 
would answer them, while pointing at the 
youngest person among them, 
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JJ !2 a J 

If this (young man) lives, he will not become old 
before your Hour starts. 

The Prophet meant the end of their life that 
introduces them to the life in Barzakh, which is 
between this life and the Hereafter. 


Muslim recorded that Anas said that a man asked Allah's 
Messenger about the Hour, and the Messenger 
answered, 


4£-Lui1I ^^31 ^ i) ^11*31 I (jl JU J 


If this young boy lives, it might be that he will not 
become old before the Hour starts. 


Only Muslim collected this Hadith. 


Jabir bin Abdullah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying, one month before he died, 


^c. AuLj Luiaf j tjjb! -lie. 1 ^ale. Uojl j (jc- ^jltluij 

AjLo I /> -lie, ^jtj (j a ^ jjll jUI jYT. 


You keep asking me about the Hour, when its 
knowledge is with Allah. I swear by Allah that 
there is no living soul on the face of the earth 
now will be alive a hundred years from now. 

Muslim collected this Hadith. 


A similar Hadith is recorded in Two Sahihs from 
Ibn Umar, but he commented, 

"The Messenger of Allah meant that his 
generation will be finished by that time 
reach its appointed term." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Mas'ud said that the 
Prophet said, 

jlaf IjjSI-iia nMR. J j3jj ajAljjl ^ All! tlml 

'f3p U ;'JIS aJc. 'fjAljjl JA \jSJ 'J1 
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I JSJ ^ J ^ 11 :'JIS ^ J\ °£j*\ I JSJ ^ J 
ill . 1^1 l^J ~T°» < Ua l^j Cat (Jlia ^ >iMC. ^1 

t(Jk.j ^c. *&l 


During the night of Isra', I met Ibrahim, Musa 
and 'Isa. They mentioned the matter of the Last 
Hour, and they asked Ibrahim about it, who said, 
' I do not have knowledge of it.' They asked Musa 
about it and he said, 'I have no knowledge of it.' 
They then asked 'Isa about it, and he said, 'As 
for when it will occur, only Allah, the Exalted and 
Most Honored, knows that. 


j cP jr Jk. <J <J4. j jc- yAj yj ^ Aojs j 
;JIS LjjIj UoS 

* 11 jalall j l^'ll (_jl HI _) c ' *&l 

<J4j jc- l&l ;(JIS tlHali tJUtla IjilS vj T' v “' Ill 

^1 ^llll 


My Lord has conveyed to me that the Dajjal 
(False Messiah) will appear, and I will have two 
staffs (spears) with me. When he sees me, he will 
dissolve just as lead is dissolved. Allah will 
destroy him when he sees me, and the tree and 
the stone will say, 'O Muslim! There is a 
disbeliever under (behind) me, so come and kill 
him.' Allah will destroy them (the Dajjal and his 
army), and the people will safely go back to their 
lands and areas. 


tjjjLjiii (JS (j^o ^Aj lilll Jjjl 3 

Jk Uj 1 j^a! Hi ^ Jk jjltl U JJkilL jjtLji 

liii jc.its 141 ijSiia y ^iiii ‘4 ;jis hi f u. 

l£ C5^ (4^3 ffcjk U4J JC- 

i_ijpkja (_J4j jc- ^ '<J 

. csl ~ * jlal ^Allukf 


Thereafter, Gog and Magog will appear, and they 
will be swarming from every mound, sweeping 
over the earth and destroying everything they 
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pass by. They will drink every water source they 
pass. The people will come to me complaining 
about Gog and Magog and will invoke Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored, against them, and 
Allah will bring death to all of them until the earth 
rots with their stinking odor. Allah will send down 
rain on them and the rain will carry their corpses, 
until it throws them in the sea... 

(jl1 (jlii 121 (jl _jc. ^ Lojas i^Jli 

ui JL ^ JL U Xc.£A\ 

' 1 ) 1 ^ ‘J 


My Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored has 
conveyed to me that when this occurs, the Hour 
will be just like the pregnant women when the 
term of pregnancy is full, her family does not 
know when she will surprise them and give birth, 
whether by night or by day. 

Ibn Majah also collected a similar Hadith. 

Therefore these are the greatest of the Messengers but 
they did not have knowledge of the appointed term of 
the Hour. They asked 'Isa about it and he spoke about 
its Signs, since he will descend in the last generations of 
this Ummah, implementing the Law of Allah's 
Messenger, killing the Dajjal and destroying Gog and 
Magog people by the blessing of his supplication. 'Isa 
merely informed them of the knowledge Allah gave him 
on this subject. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah said, 


"The Messenger of Allah was asked about the 
Hour and he said, 


(jSl j t ill tglia jJ l ^ jtk j U (Jk .j jc. Jjc. 1 g *\r, 

LgJjJ u! U-W UJ“H ' £ j 3 ; ,'<j' ‘ X.' 

IkjAj 


Its knowledge is with my Lord, the Exalted and 
Most Honored, none can reveal its time except 
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Him. However, I will tell you about its portents 
and the signs that precede it. Before it 
commences, there will be Fitnah (trials) and 

Harj. 

They asked, '0 Allah's Messenger! We know the 
meaning of the Fitnah, so what is the Harj?' 

He said, 

J33I LLLSI jLL 

It means killing, in the Language of the 
Ethiopians. 

He then said, 

ISkt LijL: Skt US 'jL JKj 

Isolation and loneliness will be common between 
people, and therefore, almost no one will be able 
to recognize any other." 

None among the collectors of the six Sunan 
collected this Hadith using this chain of 
narration. 

Tariq bin Shihab said that; 

the Messenger of Allah kept mentioning the Last 
Hour (for people kept asking about it), until this 
Ayah was revealed, LlL>« £IjI AillLl <j£ 'djjftLj 
(They ask you about the Hour (Day of 
Resurrection): "When will be its appointed time"). 

An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith, which has a 
strong chain. 

Therefore, this unlettered Prophet, the chief of the 
Messengers and their Seal, Muhammad, may Allah's 
peace and blessings be on him, Muhammad, the Prophet 
of mercy, repentance, Al-Malhmah (great demise of the 
disbelievers), AI-'Aqib (who came after many 
Prophets), Al-Muqaffi (the last of a succession) and Al- 
Hashir (below whom will all people be gathered (on the 
Day of Gathering) Muhammad who said, as collected in 
the Sahih from Anas and Sahl bin Sa'd, 
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(jjjlgil 4 x-llull j Ilf 


My sending and the Hour are like this, 

and he joined his index and middle fingers. Yet, 
he was commanded to defer knowledge of the 
Last Hour to Allah if he was asked about it, 

V j Aip 0 Ja 


Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah 
(alone), but most of mankind know not." 


yj ;u a yi Yj y js 


7:188 Say : "I possess no power over benefit or 
harm to myself except as Allah wills. 


LS 


■Lul 


- Uj Jill '(> tlJZL ,y Lui3t JJc.1 ’/j 


«■ 


If I had the knowledge of the Ghayb (Unseen), I 
should have secured for myself an abundance of 
wealth, and no evil should have touched me. 


" \ o * o ■£•* -i* “i 0 I 

u f j 2 u a 


I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings 
unto people who believe." 


The Messenger does not know the Unseen, and He cannot 
Ibring Benefit or Harm even to Himself 


Allah 


... All! U VI ! j^a V'j liE ^1 &U V Ja 

Say : "I possess no power over benefit or harm to myself 
except as Allah wills. 
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Allah commanded His Prophet to entrust all 
matters to Him and to inform, about himself, that 
he does not know the unseen future, but he 
knows of it only what Allah informs him. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

^3 j.. fli. 


(He Alone is) the All-Knower of the Ghayb 
(Unseen), and He reveals to none His 
Ghayb. (72:26) 


jliaJI QA i 11 jpSju,jaV 1 °j]j ... 


If I had the knowledge of the Ghayb (Unseen), I should 
have secured for myself an abundance of wealth. 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said that, 

refers to money. 

In another narration, Ibn Abbas commented, 

"I would have knowledge of how much profit I 
would make with what I buy, and I would always 
sell what I would make profit from, * 

("and no evil should have touched me)." and 
poverty would never touch me." 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"And others said, 'This means that if I know the 
Unseen then I would prepare for the years of 
famine during the prosperous years, and in the 
time of high cost, I would have prepared for it.'" 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam also commented on 
this Ayah; *<^ ut4 (and no evil should have 
touched me), 

"I would have avoided and saved myself from any 
type of harm before it comes." 

The Prophet then stated that; 
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^ \ A A) jJjoiJj jjAj Vj Ijt (jl 


"I am but a warmer, and a bringer of glad tidings unto 
people who believe." 


Allah tells that the Prophet is a warner and bearer 
of good news. He warns against the torment and 
brings good news of Paradise for the believers, 


tii Laji 4 j jIjjj Q J)*'*'] 1 J \)'jl2j Uajli 


So We have made this (the Qur'an) easy on your 
tongue, only that you may give glad tidings to the 
pious, and warn with it the most quarrelsome of 
people. (19:97) 


\ ^ ^ o ^i ^ ^ ^ o*^ a o ^ * iSi $ 

j l^_Lo alla.j 

’ 

7:189 It is He Who has created you from a single 
person, and (then) He has created from him his 
wife, in order that he might enjoy the pleasure of 
living with her. 

c •'ilajf Cala 4_j lQ ClI aLuju Cola 

t 1 jjjjl g. (jjl \ <ag yj Alii 

'cajza 

When he covered (had sexual relation with) her, 
she became pregnant and she carried it about 
(lightly). Then when it became heavy, they both 
invoked Allah, their Lord (saying): "If You give us a 
Salih (good in every aspect) child, we shall indeed 
be among the grateful." 

UojS <1 t1 xig ‘ilg. llola 


7:190 But when He gave them a Salih child, they 
ascribed partners to Him (Allah) in that which He 
has given to them. 
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?, & & lie 4311 yliSa 


<-/ .* 


High be Allah, Exalted above all that they ascribe as 
partners to Him. 


All Mankind are the Offspring of Adam 


Allah states; 




It is He Who has created you from a single person, 

Allah states that He has created all mankind from 
Adam, peace be upon him, and from Adam, He 
created his wife, Hawwa and from them, people 
started to spread. 


Allah said in other Ayat, 

•fL&kj J&j 111 I^IL 

°£ 2 >\ 411 Ak. a jl 1 1 'Jj% 


O mankind! We have created you from a 
male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that you may know one 
another. Verily, the most honorable of you 
with Allah is that (believer) who has 
Taqwa. (49:13) 


sVj ^41 1 jS5i ^llll 

4Vjj (jl^j 


0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, 

Who created you from a single person, and 
from him He created his wife. (4:1) 

In this honorable Ayah, Allah said; 

... 14111 (jS lu j) 144 j j 44 ° <_!*-?■ j... 

And (then) He has created from him his wife, in order 
that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her. 
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so that he is intimate and compassionate with 
her. Allah said in another Ayah, 


jjy Vj J 


-u2J 


(j-a ^ Jjla. (jl 4l_lls. (j/sj 


And among His Signs is this, that He 
created for you wives (spouses) from 
among yourselves, that you may find 
repose in them, and He has put between 
you affection and mercy. (30:21) 

Indeed, there is no intimacy between two souls 
like that between the spouses. This is why Allah 
mentioned that the sorcerer might be able with 
his trick to separate between a man and his wife 
(thus indicating the difficulty of separating them 
in normal circumstances). 

Allah said next, 

IaLuiju Uala 


When he covered her, 

meaning had sexual intercourses with her. 

I a jia. <■ 1 llaa. 

she became pregnant and she carried it about lightly, 

in reference to the first stage of pregnancy when 
the woman does not feel pain, for at that time, 
the fetus will be just a Nutfah (the mixture of the 
male and female discharge), then becomes an 
Alaqah (a piece of thick coagulated blood) and 
then a Mudghah (a small lump of flesh). 

Allah said next, 

111'j-aS 


and she carried it about, 
According to Mujahid, 

she continued the pregnancy, 
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Al-Hasan, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i and As-Suddi said 
similarly. 

Maymun bin Mahran reported that his father said, 

"She found the pregnancy unnoticeable." 

Ayub said, 

"I asked Al-Hasan about the Ayah, (and 

she carried it about) and he said, 

'Had you been an Arab, you would know what it 
means! It means that she continued the 
pregnancy (through its various stages).'" 

Qatadah said, (and she carried it about (lightly)), 

means, it became clear that she was pregnant. 

Ibn Jarir commented, "This Ayah means that the liquid 
remained, whether she stood up or sat down." 

Al-' Awfi recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"The semen remained in, but she was unsure if 
she became pregnant or not, 

... 


Then when it became heavy, 

she became heavier with the fetus", 

As-Suddi said, 

"The fetus grew in her womb." 

taJU ■*-» IjjjjI (jj] ' aq J j Alii IjC-2 ... 

they both invoked Allah, their Lord (saying): "If You give 
us a Salih child, 

if he is born human in every respect. 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn Abbas commented, 


295 


"They feared that their child might be born in the 
shape of an animal!" 

while Abu Al-Bakhtri and Abu Malik commented, 

"They feared that their newborn might not be 
human." 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri also commented, 
"If You (Allah) give us a boy." 


i lit <111 JUDa UaISI U-ua Jl <1U^IDI Ilia 




we shall indeed be among the grateful. But when He 
gave them a Salih child, they ascribed partners to Him 
(Allah) in that which He has given to them. High be 
Allah, Exalted above all that they ascribe as partners to 
Him. 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Hasan commented on this part 
of the Ayah, ^ bUi. (they ascribed partners 

to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to them), 

"This occurred by followers of some religion, not 
from Adam (or Hawwa)." 

Al-Hasan also said, 

"This Ayah refers to those among the offspring of Adam 
who fell into Shirk, ^ ^ (they ascribed 

partners to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to 
them)," 

Qatadah said, 

"Al-Hasan used to say that it refers to the Jews 
and Christians. Allah gave them children, and 
they turned them into Jews and Christians." 

The explanations from Al-Hasan have authentic chains of 
narration leading to him, and certainly, it is one of the 
best interpretations. 
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This Ayah should therefore be understood this way, for 
it is apparent that it does not refer to Adam and Hawwa, 
but about the idolators among their offspring. Allah 
mentioned the person first (Adam and Hawwa) and then 
continued to mention the species (mankind, many of 
whom committed Shirk). 

There are similar cases in the Qur'an. For such cases, 
Allah said 


^ ‘ e Laliill IjjJ) 

And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven 
with lamps. (67:5) 

It is well-known that the stars that were made as 
lamps in the sky are not the same as the shooting 
missiles that are thrown at the devils (mentioned 
later in the Ayah). 

There are similar instances in the Qur'an. Allah 
knows best. 


-j j i$s v u 'o£J4 

7:191 Do they attribute as partners to Allah those 
who created nothing but they themselves are 
created! 


UJ> 


a 




nQ \ 


.tv 


SO ' o * " * 

J I Jj, -aJ (jjx. 


jJaA jl »J V j 


7:192 No help can they give them, nor can they help 
themselves. 

o 4-o Y 7- ' o A. * S' t f ' J 1| 0 -* •* ° r. t' 

p (j)J 

' = & .f ® f » > * ' 'A 

(JJ J. ^aJjl a I i 

7:193 And if you call them to guidance, they follow 
you not. It is the same for you whether you call 
them or you keep silent. 
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•Jk ;£ilZJ iUc. 411 OJ- 1 1> bi a u! 

' •• o ^ . 4 . I o i.-* » > '»<i 

,j] abJ I jnVutijW 


7:194 Verily, those whom you call upon besides 
Allah are servants like you. So call upon them and 
let them answer you if you are truthful. 


o M o I I' ^ t o " o? o*+o? * ^0 " ** o f o * 

^ f' 4^ (j j kt ijnu J' 

^ - O " 1» I" o * -» o f 7' ' J> 1> >0 | 

4^ lH'* ^ f 11 4J U^ 1 

7:195 Have they feet wherewith they walk! Or have 
they hands wherewith they hold! Or have they eyes 
wherewith they see! Or have they ears wherewith 
they hear! 

0 uj 1 >il Ja 

Say: "Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah) and 
then plot against me, and give me no respite! 

'> j Li^sa u> ^a yii ^ y 

7:196 Verily, my protector is Allah Who has 
revealed the Book (the Qur'an), and He protects the 
righteous. 

Vj£j jajJaOuU V Ajji j-a jjjSlj 

" * * S o ^ " X J 

f4^ j| 

7:197 And those whom you call upon besides Him 
(Allah) cannot help you nor can they help 
themselves. 

UJJ^ j5j I V (_S^P Jj (jj j 

uj^ V ajs 

7:198 And if you call them to guidance, they hear 
not and you will see them looking at you, yet they 
see not.” 
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Idols do not create, help, or have Power over Anything! 


Allah admonishes the idolators who worshipped idols, rivals and 
images besides Him, although these objects were created by 
Allah, and neither own anything nor can they bring harm or 
benefit. These objects do not see or give aid to those who 
worship them. They are inanimate objects that neither move, 
hear, or see. Those who worship these objects are better than 
they are, for they hear see and have strength of their own. 

Allah said, 


(^ ^ ^_S Liiui (jl-Lj ^ Ua 1 


Do they attribute as partners to Allah those who created 
nothing but they themselves are created! 

meaning, 'Do you associate with Allah others 
that neither create, nor have power to create 
anything!' 


Allah said in other Ayat, 

(jjjll (jl 4_] I yx a\ ..its (Jxo (JjAjII 

V CJjSrtl jl J *3 1 J^kl jlj 1 J i 

j L_ljl 3 all i a j_Ya V'uaJ 

JJjc- 3lll tji 13^ 3111 1 jj2a 


0 mankind! A similitude has been coined, so 
listen to it (carefully): Verily, those on whom you 
call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, 
even though they combine together for the 
purpose. And if the fly snatches away a thing 
from them, they will have no power to release it 
from the fly. So weak are (both) the seeker and 
the sought. They have not estimated Allah His 
rightful estimate. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, 
Almighty. (22:73-74) 

Allah states that if all false gods of the 
disbelievers gather their strength, they would not 
be able to create a fly. Rather, if the fly steals 
anything from them, no matter how insignificant, 
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and flew away, they would not be able to retrieve 
it. Therefore, if an object is this weak, how can it 
be worshipped and invoked for provisions and aid. 
This is why Allah said, V (... 

who created nothing but they themselves are 
created), these worshipped objects themselves 
were created and made. Prophet Ibrahim Al- 
Khalil proclaimed, ^ uJ-4*^ ("Worship you 

that which you (yourselves) carve." (37:95). 

Allah said next, 


I J ■ 1 j** S ' * a j V j 

No help can they give them, 
those who worship them, 

p ‘^) ujj^ < 4^ ... 


nor can they help themselves. 

nor are they able to aid themselves against those 
who seek to harm them. For instance, Allah's 
Khalil, peace be upon him, broke and disgraced 
the idols of his people, just as Allah said he did, 
(Then he turned upon them, 
striking (them) with (his) right hand), (37:93) 
and, ^ (So he 

broke them to pieces, (all) except the biggest of 
them, that they might turn to it). (21:58) 

Mu'adh bin Amr ibn Al-Jamuh and Mu'adh bin Jabal, 
may Allah be pleased with both of them, were still young 
when they embraced Islam after the Messenger of Allah 
came to Al-Madinah. So they were attacking the idols of 
the idolators at night, breaking, disfiguring them and 
using them as fuel for needy widows. They sought to 
give a lesson to their people to make them aware of 
their error. 

Amr bin Al-Jamuh, who was one of the chiefs of his 
people, had an idol that he used to worship and perfume. 
The two Mu'adhs used to go to that idol, turn it on its 
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head and tarnish it with animal waste. When Amr bin Al- 
Jamuh would see what happened to his idol, he would 
clean it, perfume it and leave a sword next to it, saying, 
"Defend yourself." However, the two young men would 
repeat their actions, and he would do the same as 
before. 


Once, they took the idol, tied it to a dead dog and threw 
it in a well while tied to a rope! When Amr bin Al-Jamuh 
saw this, he knew that his religion was false and said, 
"By Allah! Had you been a god who has might, you 
would not end up tied to a dog on a rope!" 

Amr bin Al-Jamuh embraced Islam, and he was strong in 
his Islam. He was later martyred during the battle of 
Uhud, may Allah be pleased with him, give him 
pleasure, and grant him Paradise as his dwelling. 

Allah said, 

... V J\ ^ui'j 


And if you call them to guidance, they follow you not. 

Allah says, these idols do not hear the calls of 
those who worship them. Therefore, the result is 
the same, whether calling the idols or shunning 
them. 


^ ^ V ^ ^ 1 4 * j*aJ —I £. 1 


It is the same for you whether you call them or 
you keep silent. 


Ibrahim, peace be upon said, 

tiljJu J; *aJJ V j ^a-mJ V Ua Jukj ClL 


"O my father! Why do you worship that which 
hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in 
anything!" (19:42) 


Next, Allah states, 

jjl iijla filial jIjc. aIII (jjjll jjl 

( ^ ) (jjapllia 
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Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah are 
servants like you. So call upon them and let them 
answer you if you are truthful. 

ujj^y u j ‘ :; 'Ku J4 3 £JVJ 

... ^ (jlii 

Have they feet wherewith they walk! Or have they hands 
wherewith they hold! Or have they eyes wherewith they 
see! Or have they ears wherewith they hear! 

Allah states that the idols were created, just as 
those who worship them. Rather, the people are 
better than the idols, because they are able to 
hear, see and exert harm. The idols, on the other 
hand, have no such powers. 

Allah said next, 

(^ ^ 0 ) ^ ^aI (Js 

Say: "Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah) and then 
plot against me, and give me no respite! 

invoke the idols for aid against me and do not 
give me respite, even for an instant, and give it 
your best effort, 

^ \ ^ 1Jjlli j 1 - TV01 l_fjj (jj&\ <UI (j! 

Verily, my protector is Allah Who has revealed the Book 
(the Qur'an), and He protects the righteous. 

Allah's support is sufficient and He will suffice for 
me, He is My supporter, I trust in Him and take 
refuge with Him. He is my protector, in this life 
and the Hereafter, and the protector of every 
righteous believer after me. 

Similarly, the people of Hud said, 

<111 Ag.jCuf (^1 (jli l y*jl r ^ -i (^IIjjc-I V) ui 
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(jjjJajj ^aJ l x jJjSa AjjJ L>A 

jA Vl AjII <> ll J£jj 411 ^ cL&'Jl JSl 

a jilu a ^ Jajj^a J (_jl l * JJ-t .alJJ 

"All that we say is that some of our gods have 
seized you with evil (madness)." 

Hud replied: "I call Allah to witness, and bear you 
witness that I am free from that which you 
ascribe (as partners in worship, with Him (Allah)). 
So plot against me, all of you, and give me no 
respite. I put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord! There is not a moving (living) creature but 
He has the grasp of its forelock. Verily, my Lord is 
on a path that is straight. (11:54-56) 

Ibrahim Al-Khalil proclaimed (to his people), 

La jit (Jli 

F$}\Vj Jit 

'ojAAi uj H\ J *&. J431S 


Do you observe that which you have been 
worshipping, You and your ancient fathers. Verily, 
they are enemies to me, save the Lord of all that 
exists. Who has created me, and it is He Who 
guides me." (26:75-78) 


He also said to his father and his people, 


* >o . s a * i 

/oAjjlj Lo-o c. 


411 1 V) 

AjIc. ^2 Aj1_j a4£ 1 § 1 x a. j 


"Verily, I am innocent of what you warship. 
Except Him Who did create me; and verily, He will 
guide me." 
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And he made it a legacy lasting among his 
offspring, that they may turn back (to Allah). 
(43:26-28) 

Allah said here, oj- 5 <3! (Verily, those 

whom you call upon besides Allah) until the end of the 
Ayah, reiterating what has been said earlier, but He 
uses direct speech this time, 

(” v ) 

And those whom you call upon besides Him (Allah) 
cannot help you nor can they help themselves. 

The Ayah, 


j j ■ .gJJ xal j| V j c < j ■ ■-»' V jJ (JmO 


1 

And if you call them to guidance, they hear not, 
is similar to another Ayah, 




V (jl 


If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear not 
your call. (35:14) 

Allah said next, 


( ^ ^ A) j ibJI ^Al jjjj 

and you will see them looking at you, yet they see not. 

meaning, they have eyes that stare as if they see, 
although they are solid. Therefore, the Ayah 
treated them as if they had a mind (saying, 
Tarahum, instead of Taraha), since they are 
made in the shape of humans with eyes drawn on 
them. 
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♦ ' <\i •" , o *0 * (»4 0 % I" " 0*" a. * \ 

jjjjg ~N I) ^jC- j C_Sj*Ju ^ol j ^XJI Jiiv 

7:199 Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf (the good), 
and turn away from the foolish (don't punish them). 

Ajj aIIIj JlJtlujla 0 jij Cajj 

*r£ 

7:200 And if an evil whisper comes to you from 
Shaytan, then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is 
All-Hearer, All-Knower. 


Showing Forgiveness 


Allah says; 

Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf (the good), and turn 
away from the foolish (don't punish them). 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on 
Allah's statement, j^l A* (Show forgiveness), 

"Allah commanded (Prophet Muhammad) to show 
forgiveness and turn away from the idolators for 
ten years. Afterwards Allah ordered him to be 
harsh with them." 

And more than one narration from Mujahid says, 

"From the (bad) behavior and actions of the 
people, of those who have not committed 
espionage." 

And Hashim bin Urwah said that his father said, 

"Allah ordered Allah's Messenger to pardon the 
people for their behavior." 

And in one narration, 
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"pardon what I have allowed you of their 
behavior." 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is recorded that Hisham reported 
from his father Urwah from his brother Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubayr who said; 

"(The Ayah); (Show forgiveness) was only 

revealed about the peoples (bad) character." 

There is a narration from Mughirah from Hisham 
from his father from Ibn Umar; and another from 
Hisham from his father from A'ishah, both of 
whom said similarly. And Allah knows best. 

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Yunus said that 
Sufyan bin Uyaynah narrated that Umay said, 

"When Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, 
revealed this Ayah, ££■ t-ijiSb >»lj jjaxS) i! 

(Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf (what 
is good), and turn away from the foolish), to His 
Prophet, the Messenger of Allah asked, 

Ij I3a Uo 


'What does it mean, 0 Jibril! 

Jibril said, 'Allah commands you to forgive those 
who wronged you, give to those who deprived 
you, and keep relations with those who cut theirs 
with you."' 

Al-Bukhari said, "Allah said, <j& jJj & 

(Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf and turn away 
from the ignorant). 

' Al-'Urf, means, righteousness." 

Al-Bukhari next recorded from Ibn Abbas that he said, 

"Uyaynah bin Hisn bin Hudhayfah stayed with his 
nephew Al-Hur bin Qays, who was among the 
people whom Umar used to have near him, for 
Umar used to like to have the reciters of the 
Qur'an (who memorized it) near him and would 
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listen to their opinion, regardless of whether they 
were old or young men. 

Uyaynah said to his nephew, '0 my nephew! You 
are close to this chief (Umar), so ask for 
permission for me to see him.' 

Al-Hur said 'I will ask him for you, 1 and he asked 
Umar for permission for Uyaynah to meet him, 
and Umar gave him permission. When Uyaynah 
entered on Umar, he said, '0 Ibn Al-Khattab! You 
neither give to us sufficiently nor rule with justice 
between us.' 

Umar became so angry that he almost punished 
Uyaynah. However, Al-Hur said, 'O Chief of he 
Faithful! Allah, the Exalted, said to His Prophet, 

oC j jJj (Show 

forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf, and turn away from 
the foolish), Verily this man (Uyaynah) is one of 
the fools!' By Allah, Umar did not do anything 
after he heard that Ayah being recited, and 
indeed, he was one who adhered to the Book of 
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." 

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith. 

Some scholars said that people are of two kinds, 

• a good-doer, so accept his good doing and neither 
ask him more than he can bear nor what causes 
him hardship. 

• The other kind is the one who falls in 
shortcomings, so enjoin righteousness on him. If 
he still insists on evil, becomes difficult and 
continues in his ignorance, then turn away from 
him, so that your ignoring him might avert his 
evilness. 

Allah said in other instances, 

'"'.l Ajj! all 
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Repel evil with that which is better. We are best- 
acquainted with the things they utter. And say: 
"My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the 
whisperings (suggestions) of the Shayatin 
(devils). And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest 
they should come near me." (23:96-98) 


and, 

I 1311 ^131 4_uLJI Vj iisll jiuij Vj 

a.^J Ojl^c. tilljj 

^ ^ ji vi 'uiffi u.j i 'jjai Vi uiffi Uj 


The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. 
Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then 
verily he, between whom and you there was 
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close 
friend. But none is granted it (the above quality) 
except those who are patient -- and none is 
granted it except the owner of the great portion 
in this world. (41:34-35) 


in reference to the advice contained in these Ayat, 




And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn 
you away (from doing good), then seek refuge in 
Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower) 
(41:36) 


Allah said in this honorable Surah, 


And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, then 
seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower. 

These three instances in the Qur'an, in Surahs Al-A'raf, 
Al-Mu’minun and As-Sajdah, are unique in the Qur'an. 
Allah encourages lenient treatment of evil doers, for this 
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might deter them from persistence in their evil, Allah 
willing, }***■ ^ ^ is " (then verily he, 

between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) 
as though he was a close friend). (41:34) 

Allah also encourages seeking refuge with Him from the 
devils of the Jinns. The devil will not be deterred if one is 
lenient with him, because he seeks your destruction and 
total demise. The devil to you, O mankind, is an open 
enemy, just as he was for your father before you. 

Ibn Jarir said, while explaining Allah's statement, ^>!j 
£.> jjUajliJl qa djfr'jJj (And if an evil whisper comes to you 
from Shaytan), 

"If the devil lures you to get angry, thus directing 
you away from forgiving the ignorant and towards 
punishing him (then seek refuge with 

Allah.) Allah commands here to seek refuge with 
Him from the devil's whispers, ^ 

(Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) Allah hears 
the ignorance that the fools subject you to, your 
seeking refuge with Him from the devil's 
whispers, and the rest of the speech of His 
creation; none of it escapes His knowledge. He 
knows what drives the lures of the devil away 
from you, as well as, the rest of what His 
creatures do." 

We mentioned the Hadiths concerning Isti'adhah 
(seeking refuge with Allah) in the beginning of this 
Tafsir, so we do not need to repeat them here. 


1 j’JZ> r y t- 1a VjSi 0(51 b! 

- > 0 i % 

7:201 Verily, those who have Taqwa, when an evil 
thought comes to them from Shaytan, they 
remember (Allah), and (indeed) they then see 
(aright). 
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' * <>•* If 2 & * «|| • 0 f ' £ f ' 0 f i' o, I' 

UJ ^ LS? {+*. J^ f^J^iJ 

7:202 But (as for) their brothers (the devils' 
brothers) they (the devils) plunge them deeper into 
error, and they never stop short. 


The Whispering of Shay tan and the People of Taqwa 


Allah says; 

... IjSl U 

Verily, those who have Taqwa, 

Allah mentions His servants who have Taqwa, 


obeying His orders, and avoid what He forbade: 

when comes to them, 


... ('i ... 




an evil thought from Shaytan, 

an evil thought, or anger, or the whispers of 
Shaytan cross their mind, or intend to err, or 
commit an error, 

... 


they remember, 

Allah's punishment, as well as, His tremendous 
reward. 

They remember Allah's promises and threats, 
then repent, go back to Him, seek refuge with 
Him and ask for forgiveness before death, 

(Y « \ ) fJb I3li 

and (indeed) they then see (aright). 

they become aright and aware of the error of 
their ways. 
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A Brethren of Devils among Mankind lure to Falsehood 


Allah said next, 

of' \i' 0. 

... 

But (as for) their brothers they plunge them deeper, 

in reference to the devils' brothers among 
mankind. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 


Verily, the spendthrifts are brothers of the 
Shayatin. (17:27), 

for they are followers of the Shayatin, 
who listen to them and obey their orders. 

... gr*3' ... 

They plunge them deeper into error, 

the devils help them commit sins, making this 
path easy and appealing to them. 

(V « Y) <j j V ... 

and they never stop short. 

for the devils never cease inciting mankind to 
commit errors. 


AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas cpmmented 
on Allah's statement, ujV ^ 

(But (as for) their brothers they plunge them deeper into 
error, and they never stop short), 


"Neither mankind stop short of the evil that they 
are doing nor the devils stop short of luring 
them." 

Therefore, (they never stop short), 


refers to the devils getting tired or stopping their 
whispering. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 
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t jt fAjjl (jjji-SlI ijc. jjJall ULjijf Ij! jj Jail 

See you not that We have sent Shayatin 
against the disbelievers to push them to 
do evil! (19:83) 

persistently luring the disbelievers to 
commit evil, according to Ibn Abbas and 
others. 


t&y vys i jn jx, fi& '(J t'i j 

7:203 And if you do not bring them a miracle, they 
say: "Why have you not brought it!" 

Say: "I but follow what is revealed to me from my 
Lord. This (the Qur'an) is nothing but evidences 
from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy for a 
people who believe." 


Idolators ask to witness Miracles 


Allah says; 

Iglma.! V j] 1 jHa <L jj 121 j 

And if you do not bring them a miracle, they say: "Why 
have you not brought it!" 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented 
on Allah's statement, VjlIjllS (they say, "Why have 

you not brought it!"), 

"They say, ' Why have you not received a 
miracle'", or, 

"Why have you not initiated or made it" 
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Ibn Jarir reported that, Abdullah bin Kathir said that 
Mujahid said about Allah's statement, AjL IjIj 

(And if you do not bring them a miracle, they 
say: "Why have you not brought it"), 

"They say, ' Produce a miracle of your own.'" 


Qatadah, As-Suddi, Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam and Ibn Jarir agreed with this. 


Allah said, tAi ^ iJjj (And if you do not bring them an 
Ayah), a miracle or a sign. Similarly, Allah said, 




i" iTIAh Ajlf. p Lajoill jj-a agjlc. IjoU uJ 




If We will, We could send down to them from the 
heaven a sign, to which they would bend their 
necks in humility. (26:4) 

The pagans asked the Prophet, why did you not 
strive hard to bring us an Ayah (miracle) from 
Allah so that we witness it and believe in it. 


Allah said to him, 


csTJ l> IA ^ ^ L$ ... 


Say: "I but follow what is revealed to me from my Lord." 

I do not ask such things of my Lord. I only follow 
what He reveals and commands me. Therefore, if 
Allah sends a miracle, I will accept it. Otherwise, I 
will not ask for it unless He allows me. Certainly, 
Allah is Most Wise, the All-Knower. 


Allah next directs the servants to the fact that this 
Qur'an is the most powerful miracle, clearest evidence 
and most true proof and explanation, saying, 


(Y > V) j jA >«**».' I.ia 


This (the Qur'an) is nothing but evidences from your 
Lord, and a guidance and a mercy for a people who 
believe. 
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1 y 1 juSJi 'JeJS cl5 J tit j 

" -» - 0 4 

7:204 So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, 
and be silent that you may receive mercy. 


The Order to listen to the Qur'an 


Allah says; 


(Y * £) <1 1 I3)_$ 


So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent 
that you may receive mercy. 

After Allah mentioned that this Qur'an is a clear 
evidence, guidance and mercy for mankind, He 
commanded that one listen to the Qur'an when it 
is recited, in respect and honor of the Qur'an. 

This is to the contrary of the practice of the 
pagans of Quraysh, who said, 

4_l3 1 jillj (jl?. Ia*1 1 V 


"Listen not to this Qur'an, and make noise in the 
midst of its (recitation)." (41:26) 

Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn Mas' ud said; 

"We would give Salams to each other during 
Salah. So the Ayah of Qur'an was revealed; 

a! 1 jL£Ji ’JJ\\ ^ J Pi j 

When the Qur'an is recited, then listen to it. 
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J J-J j li.'jjJaj , |V| yi j jSil j 

'tjJiJdl '(> ys Vj Jt-Ao J>» 

7:205 And remember your Lord within yourself, 
humbly and with fear and without loudness in 
words in the mornings and in the afternoons, and 
be not of those who are neglectful. 

Aj jkjLij AjaGc- 'j j'jAaulj V kSfij Aif. 'jjj3l Jj! 


" J* o " 

4Jj 

7:206 Surely, those who are with your Lord 
(angels) are never too proud to perform acts of 
worship to Him, but they glorify His praise and 
prostrate themselves before Him. 


Remembering Allah in the Mornings and Afternoons 


Allah says; 


tiLaiaj liljj 


j 


And remember your Lord within yourself, 


Allah ordains that He be remembered more often in the 
mornings and the afternoons. Just as He ordered that He 
be worshipped during these two times when He said, 


L.Jj^)*3l ^ jHa iiL j A ^_u_o j 


And glorify the praises of your Lord, before the 
rising of the sun and before (its) setting. (50:39) 

Before the night of Isra’, when the five daily prayers 
were ordained, this Ayah was revealed in Makkah 
ordering that Allah be worshipped at these times, 

Allah said next, 

^ t & ^ ‘ 


humbly and with fear, 
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meaning, remember your Lord in secret, not 
loudly, with eagerness and fear. 

This is why Allah said next, 


... Jj21 L> uAs ... 


and without loudness in words. 

Therefore, it is recommended that remembering 
Allah in Dhikr is not performed in a loud voice. 

When the Companions asked the Messenger of Allah, "Is 
our Lord close, so that we call Him in secret, or far, so 
that we raise our voices?" 


Allah sent down the verse, 


jjli.3 I 31 a jc.3 '-uaJ Ljj jI ^V- iiUtlu 131 j 


And when My servants ask you concerning Me, 
then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them 
by My knowledge). I respond to the invocations of 
the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any 
mediator or intercessor). (2:186) 

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Musa Al- 
Ash' ari said, 


"The people raised their voices with Dua’ 
(invoking Allah) while traveling. The Prophet said 
to them, 


Uj u je. i juj ijjt g 

^4^ 0 9i> ' f * 0 * “tt 51 1 « ^ el 

jjjjc. ^Jyajm jC-.ll (_5.HI u] Lytc. 

Ajii.! j 


0 people! Take it easy on yourselves, for He 
Whom you are calling is not deaf or absent. 
Verily, He Whom you are calling is the All-Hearer, 
close (by His knowledge), closer to one of you 
than the neck of his animal." 
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in the mornings and in the afternoons, and be not of 
those who are neglectful. 

These texts encourage the servants to invoke 
Allah in Dhikr often, especially in the mornings 
and afternoons, so that they are not among those 
who neglect remembering Him. 

This is why Allah praised the angels who praise Him 
night and day without tiring, 


4j3IjC. (je. (jj ^ tiL J 2jf. (jl 


Surely, those who are with your Lord (i.e., angels) are 
never too proud to perform acts of worship to Him, 

Allah reminded the servants of this fact so that 
they imitate the angels in their tireless worship 
and obedience of Allah. 


(T * " ) jjj \ Aj j 4_aj)^k Uu 

but they glorify His praise and prostrate themselves 
before Him. 

Prostration, here, upon the mention that the 
angels prostrate to Allah is legitimate. 

A Hadith reads; 

u> ijSLji jjli ut 

^ 'j JlAjZj 'JjtSli 'JjlJI 

Why not you stand in line (for the prayer) like the 
angels stand in line before their Lord! They 
continue the first then the next lines and they 
stand close to each other in line. 

This is the first place in the Qur'an where it has been 
legitimized -- according to the agreement of the scholars 
-- for the readers of the Qur'an, and those listening to its 
recitation, to perform prostration. 
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This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah A'raf. All praise and 
gratitude is due to Allah, and Allah may He be glorified and 
exalted, knows best. 


Htmt**** 
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